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  The Brother Martyrs of Turon, Asturias (October 9th)   





A School Prayer:





Loving Father, we come before you 


“together and by association” with those Brothers who suffer persecution and see the destruction of their work.


In devoting ourselves to this common mission, lead us to that assurance that it is giving that we receive, and in losing ourselves that we find salvation.


Inspire us to bear true witness as to how the gospel can transform people: through our conduct, our professional competence, our human qualities, and the way we relate to people.


May our love reflect for young people your love for them: you who call each by name. Amen.





A Classroom Prayer:


God our Father,


You love young people to the extent of providing them with saints.


In the Martyrs of Turon we see the transforming power of the gospel.


Empower us with your Spirit and inspire us to take the gospel more seriously that we, too, may embrace the cross with courage and be credible witness of your love.


We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 





A Prayer for Parents (could be used in a newsletter):





Heavenly Father as read about the Brother Martyrs of Turon accepting their call of Jesus to follow him even unto death, help us to realize as parents we are also called by Jesus to help each of our children to prepare themselves to listen and respond to their call of Jesus and to follow him in the sharing their gifts and talents with others. Amen.   





The Story:  


In 1934 Turon, a coal-mining town in the Asturias Province in Northwestern Spain, was the center of anti-government and anticlerical hostility in the years prior to the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War. The Brothers’ school was an irritant to the radicals in charge of the town because of the religious influence it exerted on the young. The Brothers were known to defy the ban on teaching religion and they openly escorted their students to Sunday Mass. On the First Friday of October, the authorities broke into the Brothers’ house on the pretext that arms had been hidden there. Father Inocencio, a Passionist, who had come the nightr before , was preparing to say Mass for the Brothers. They and their chaplain were arrested, detained over the weekend without trial, and then in the middle of the night they were marched out to the cemetery whey they summarily shot. Brother Cirilo, the Director, was 46 years old and Brother Marciano, the cook was 39. Brother Julian was 32 and all the rest were in their twenties. Aniceto, the youngest at 22, was still in triennial vows. The were arrested, detained and executed as a community, victims of the hatred and violence against the Church, witnessed by their death to the faith they so courageously professed and so effectively communicated to their students.








