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Theologians had to establish from the evidence two main facts: first, that the persecution was motivated by a deep hatred of the faith; second, that the victims willingly accepted death. There was not much doubt on either count.  
   Political motivation was ruled out, since the Brothers at Turon had kept to themselves and did not meddle in political affairs. Personal motivation was excluded, because none of them had been in Turon for more than a year, and they were not known personally to their tormentors. The fact that the revolutionaries would have released the Brother‑cook if he had not admitted to being a religious was considered significant, as also the fact that the parish priests were let go because they were neither religious priests nor involved in the Christian education of young people. It was obvious that the nine martyrs met their death simply because they were religious men engaged in the work of instructing a new generation in the Catholic faith."  (biography by Bro. Luke Salm, pp73- 74)
for personal REFLECTION
Shakespeare: Henry V (Part IV: iii. 60)

For he today that sheds his blood with me 

Shall be my brother.

Meditation
for choral RECITATION    ‑    from the writings of John Baptist De La Salle 

Ant: 
Your actions must be the living expression 


of what is written in the gospel.                                                  (Med 84:3)
1. As men chosen by God to announce the truths of the gospel....

   your zeal must go so far that you are ready to give your very life,

   so dear to you are the children entrusted to you. 
 (MTR 6:2)
2. Are you as ready to follow Christ to his Passion on Calvary

   as to his Transfiguration on Mount Tabor?

Many people who seem to have given themselves to God

   are pleased to partake in the consolations of our Lord,

   but few are prepared to participate in his sufferings.
     (Med 145:1)
1. Most Christians... refuse to believe Jesus, who says in the Gospel:

"Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,"

   ‑ but they think only of avenging themselves

   for the insults they fancy they have received,

   and wish evil to those who have done them some injury. 
(Med 84:1)
2. Jesus says:

   "If anyone has a mind to come my way,

   let him renounce self and take up his cross daily, and follow me,"

   ‑ but they seek by every possible means to avoid suffering.

Is this what is meant by 'having faith',

   and 'believing in the Gospel'? 




 (cont.)
1. Help the children put into practice what our Lord says

   when he commands us to love our enemies,

   to do good to those who persecute us and speak unjustly against us.

   Help them avoid completely any rendering of evil for evil,

   injury for injury, and taking revenge....

2. To be effective, your teaching must be supported by your example. 

          (MTR 10:2,3)
Glory be.....

PRAYING FOR OTHERS     ‑     Response Lord hear our prayer
Let us pray 

‑ for all priests associated with our communities and schools;

- for colleagues in "shared mission": 

- for "educators who want their professional work to be a form of gospel ministry". 
          (Rule 17)
CONCLUDING PRAYER


God our Father, in the Martyrs of Turon

   we see the transforming power of the gospel.

Empower us with your Spirit and inspire us to take the gospel more seriously

   that we, too, may embrace the cross with courage and be credible witnesses of your love.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

       The Brother Martyrs Turon, Asturias (Oct 9th)





Leader:  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world… whoever follows me will have the light of life and will not walk in darkness.” (John 8:12)





(light the candle)





Lord Jesus, you said that where two or three come together in your name, you are there with them.  The light of this candle symbolizes your presence among us, and the fire of your spirit within our vocation.





And so, let us remember…





All:  …that we are in the holy presence of God.





Our Lasallian Heritage Speaks  





Their deaths could not be considered martyrdoms if it were evident “first that the persecutors were motivated by a deep hatred of the faith; second that the victims willingly accepted death …. Political motivation was ruled








