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deployment of firefighting
apparatus.

“Talk about a waste of
money,” he says.

The council passed the
administration's proposed ordi-
nance to establish fees for all
commercial-style alarms on a 6-
1 vote about two weeks ago
when the measure was up for
first passage. A majority of the
council must pass most types
of legislation twice before a
measure can become law, how-
ever.

When the issue came up
again on Monday, the council
did a major reversal, voting 7-0
to defeat the measure.

Jalette, who was the only
member of the City Council to
vote against the proposal both
times, said he believes it is
wrong to foist another fee on
businesses that are already pay-
ing some of the highest tax
rates in the state, particularly
in this bad economy.

“This is not the time in our
economic life to impose new
fees on business that are strug-
gling,” he said. “Maybe if

things get better in the future,
we could revisit the idea, but
not now.”

How to explain the crash of
support for the measure in the
span of two weeks?

Jalette says he assumes
members of the business com-
munity called their elected offi-
cials to complain. Two business
owners contacted him to do
just that, he said.

As for the toast fire upstairs
from the flower shop, Jalette
says there was only a little dam-
age.

“To my ego.”

The Positive Place

“High Noon”.
We don’t have Gary

Cooper, but Don Brunelle
plays great memory
music and fun trivia
games on “Mid-Day”

noon to 2 P.M.
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“Where Breakfast Is Served All Day”
Open 7 Days A Week 24 HOUR DINING

65 Founders Drive • 401-765-6900
(right off  Mendon Rd, next to Holiday Inn Express)

Breakfast • Wraps • Gyros • Fish & Chips
FREE SOUP

With Any Lunch or Dinner

FREE COFFEE
With Any Breakfast,
Just Bring This Ad.

Every Day Special
Come Try Our NEW 

Boiled or
Baked Stuffed
Lobster Dinner

PATRIOT’S DINER

FREE DELIVERY 7 DAYS A WEEK

Classic Car &
Motorcycle
Cruise Nite

Every Wednesday
5 pm to dark

401-233-8100 *yellow building in rear*

300 B George Washington Hwy, Smithfield

AUTO BODY / RI STATE INSPECTION / SERVICE / RENTALS

Blue, Auto, A/C ......................................... $4,495
Red, A.W.D. FULL POWER......................... $6,995
Auto., Silver, 75K ...................................... $7,495
V8, Leather, Only 54K Miles ................$8,495
V6, Beige, Leather, 70K Miles .................. $8,495
Black on Black, LOADED ......................... $8,995
V6, Green, Leather, 76K Miles ................. $8,995
LTD, V8, Blue, Loaded. ....................... $10,995
4 Door, Silver, Auto .............................. $11,495
Green, Roof, Chrome Wheels ............. $11,495
Black, Nav., Roof, 5 Spd. .................... $11,995
Pewter, LOADED, 77K Miles....................... $11,995
Yellow, 6 speed, Roof, Leather............. $12,495
Diesel, Silver,Leather .......................... $14,995
1 Owner, Silver, 36K Miles ..............$28,495
Silver, Only 5K Miles ........................... $29,995
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Tracker Greg D'Ambra, of Pawtucket, left, joins his supervisor Erin DiOrio of Barrington,
second from left, and fellow trackers Lucely Duran of Providence and Andres Lopez of
Pawtucket in unveiling their mission statement at the grand expansion of Tides Family
Services, a La Sallian agency committed to service of the poor and to provide high risk
area youth with preventative services that foster personal growth and stability. Their new
space is located at 65 Main St. in Woonsocket. Tides Family Services also has offices in
Pawtucket and West Warwick.
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By SANDY McGEE

WOONSOCKET -
Imagine you're a kid playing
hooky from school. Would
you rather receive a visit
from a man in a uniform or
someone who looks like he
stepped off the cast of
MTV's Jersey Shore?

Greg D'Ambra is no ordi-
nary truant officer. The 24-
year-old wears jeans, Ed
Hardy T-shirts and styles his
hair just like Pauly D. 

However, his look and age
is an advantage, he says, in
getting at-risk kids to relate
and talk.

“Having us around gives
them the chance to talk to
someone other than a police
officer, teacher or an author-
itative figure,” said D'Ambra,
a resident of Pawtucket. “If
someone in an authoritative
role tells a kid to do some-
thing, they'll just do the
opposite. Hearing it from us
gives them a different per-
spective. Because we're clos-
er in age, we're more of a
friend to them than someone
in authority.”

D'Ambra is just one of
three “trackers” who works
out of the Woonsocket office
of Tides Family Services, a
not-for-profit social service
agency operating in the tradi-
tion of the De LaSalle
Christian Brothers. 

Tides Family Services has
operated in the city for the
past 12 years. 

The agency recently relo-
cated its office to a much
larger space at 65 Main St.
The nonprofit leases the
space from Family Resources
Community Action, which

operates its own offices next
door. 

The Woonsocket Tides'
office currently provides
services to 40 city youth,
ages 9 to 18.

“We're really growing,”
said Frank Sullivan, director
of development for Tides
Family Services. “We cur-
rently have 115 employees
statewide.” 

Tides is a non-residential,
alternative program for way-
ward, truant and adjudicated
youth, ages 9 to 21. 

“Tides provides the needi-
est youths and their families
with the services they need at
a critical time of their lives,”
according to Tides' Web site. 

“It's a lot like a Big
Brother, Big Sister thing,”
said tracker Andres Lopez.
“It's a rewarding job.”

Trackers work with at-risk
kids by helping them attend
school, receive counseling
and provide other services
such as transportation,
supervision and Family
Court advocacy. 

“The mission of Tides
Family Services Inc., a
LaSallian agency committed
to service of the poor, is to
provide high-risk youth with
comprehensive and preventa-
tive services that foster per-
sonal growth and stability to
better connect them with
their families and communi-
ties,” reads the Tides' mis-
sion statement. 

“It wasn't something I
thought I'd ever do,” said
D'Ambra. “I really do love
this job. Your not in an office
all day. It's something differ-
ent.” 

A typical day for a tracker

will start at local schools,
where they will check the
attendance records. If a child
is not in school, the tracker
will then pay a visit the stu-
dent's house. 

According to Erin
DiOrio, Tides' supervisor, a
child who is skipping school
may not always be up to no
good. 

“Some of the times, they
are up all night babysitting or
they don't have any clean
clothes to wear to school. We
see that a lot,” DiOrio said.
“We'll go in and help the
family get their laundry done
one day and get the kid in
school the next. We're con-
sidered an agency without
walls. We do what needs to
get done.” 

Trackers are on-call 24
hours per day, seven days a
week. The youth, called
“clients,” are referred to the
agency through the
Department of Children,
Youth and Families (DCYF). 

Two programs are run out
of the Woonsocket office:
the Preserving Families
Network and Tides Outreach
Program. 

The Preserving Families
Network also works with
youth in Lincoln,
Cumberland, Burrillville,
North Smithfield and
Smithfield. 

The agency also operates
offices in West Warwick,
Pawtucket and Providence. 

Tides Family Services
works with youth in Central
Falls, Coventry, Pawtucket,
Providence, Warwick, West
Warwick and Woonsocket. 

Visit www.tidesfs.org or
call (401) 766-9320. 

Tides Family Services offers
oceans of opportunities

Got a news tip? Phone us 
at The Call at 767-8552
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It's unclear what the woman

was testifying about when the
allegations about the rape sur-
faced, but Lussier has been fac-
ing charges of second-degree
sexual assault, lodged against
him by the Woonsocket police,
since April 2009. He is cur-

rently free on bail, according to
the state judiciary's Web site.

Lussier is due to be
arraigned in Superior Court on
the new charges on June 9,
according to Beryl Kenyon,
spokeswoman for the attorney
general.

Indictment

Revenue

Judge acquits former Beacon
Mutual Insurance VP Clark
By ERIC TUCKER
Associated Press Writer

PROVIDENCE (AP) — A
former executive at Rhode
Island's dominant workers'
compensation insurer was
acquitted Friday on a charge
that he deceived state regula-
tors about companies that were
receiving discounted premi-
ums.

Superior Court Judge
Edwin Gale acquitted David
Clark, a former vice president
of underwriting at Beacon
Mutual Insurance Co., after
prosecutors rested their case in
Washington County Superior
Court. He said prosecutors
failed to show that Clark had
committed a crime.

"Mr. Clark is very pleased
and relieved that this ordeal is
over," said defense lawyer
Thomas Briody.

Prosecutors alleged that
Beacon Mutual gave select
companies discounted insur-

ance premiums and main-
tained a so-called "VIP list" of
businesses that were afforded
preferential treatment.

Clark was accused of with-
holding that list from the
Department of Business
Regulation, but his lawyers
maintained the agency never
asked for the information so
there was no legal obligation to
provide it.

The acquittal came after the
judge earlier in the week limit-
ed the testimony of an expert
prosecution witness, who had
planned to testify about the
pricing of policy premiums.
Prosecutors said the ruling,
made before jury selection,
hampered their case. Attorney
General Patrick Lynch said he
was disappointed and dis-
agreed with the judge's ruling.

"The favoritism suggested
by the defendant's actions to
prioritize some companies for
benefits over others, was well
worth fighting for," Lynch said

in a written statement.
The acquittal is a blow to

Lynch, a Democratic candidate
for governor, who has repeat-
edly touted the indictment of
Clark as an example of his
efforts to fight corruption.

Clark's indictment followed
the release of a scathing audit
in April 2006 that found
Beacon gave certain well-con-
nected clients preferential
treatment and price breaks. He
was fired from the company
and charged that October with
insurance fraud, improperly
accessing a computer and
other offenses.

Those charges were signifi-
cantly reduced in a second
indictment in December 2008
that prosecutors said stream-
lined the allegations against
him.

Beacon Mutual is a non-
profit independent corporation
created by the state in 1991 to
provide workers' compensation
insurance to employers.

BY JOSEPH B. NADEAU

WOONSOCKET – Police
arrested a city man on charges
of possessing a handgun after
stopping his car on Elder
Ballou Road Tuesday.

Edward E. Orange, 25, of
554 Paradis Ave. a convicted
felon, was stopped by
Patrolman Jason Robinson for
having an invalid inspection
sticker and speeding after he
was observed driving on Elder
Ballou Road at about 10 a.m.
Tuesday, police said.

Robinson observed a baggie
of suspected marijuana on the
passenger seat as he
approached the vehicle and
called for back-up, police said. 

After having the operator
exit the vehicle, Robinson con-
ducted a search and found a
.38-caliber revolver on the back
seat, police said. Orange was
the sole occupant of the vehi-
cle, police said.

He was placed under arrest
and charged with possession of
a firearm by a convicted felon.
Orange was also charged with

being a Superior Court violator
and scheduled for a violation
hearing on July 21 following an
appearance in District Court.
He was ordered held at ACI
pending his violation review,
police said. 

The violation charge stems
from a 2005 robbery case,
police said. No charges were
filed in connection with the
suspicion of marijuana posses-
sion due to a lack of a suffi-
cient quantity for testing,
police said. 

Man charged with gun possession
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