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BROTHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS H DISTRICT OF EASTERN NORTH AMERICA

TWINNING: LASALLIANS CONNECTING WITH AFRICA

To strengthen our bond with our minis-
tries in Africa, the Institute of the Broth-
ers of the Christian Schools in the 
North American Region practices 
“twinning.” This program partners 
financially-stable schools from our 
District, DENA, and other Dis-
tricts in the Region, with strug-
gling African schools, providing 
them with funding and helping 
them towards self-sufficiency. Dona-
tions are used for many resources such 
as tuition assistance, maintenance and 
expansion of school facilities, books and 
class materials, and staff salaries. Resources 
for these schools are scarce, requiring them to cut 
costs by having students act as de facto staff, clean-
ing and maintaining the buildings and grounds, grow-
ing and cooking food, and cleaning up after meals. The 
program focuses on the Lwanga District in Africa, which 
includes the countries of Kenya, Nigeria, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 

and South Africa. Associate Executive Director for 
Mission, Maryann Donohue-Lynch, serves as the 

DENA connection and contact for the Twinning 
program.

A major source of financing for the program 
is generated through donations from stu-
dents in the DENA ministries. This year, we 
began our annual Lenten Twinning Activi-

ties on Ash Wednesday, opening with schools 
in both DENA and Lwanga reciting the same 

prayer as a sign of solidarity. The students are 
heavily involved in the drives, having the unique 

opportunity to learn about other cultures and 
perspectives as well as becoming aware of their 

own blessings, talents, and capacity for kindness. 
“Twinning has given participants in the program 

a stronger sense of compassion and stewardship, in 
addition to a greater awareness of the worldwide La-

sallian Family,” said Brother Robert Schieler, FSC Re-
gional Councilor. Events vary among schools and some-
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Our faith is only truly strong when we consider the plight of our brothers and sisters throughout the world.

continued on page 6

Twinning helps to provide for the abandoned and orphaned children served at Child Discovery Centre, Nakuru, Kenya.



Dear Friends,

In these Pentecost days we celebrate the grace of being filled with 
the Spirit of God and of being sent by the Spirit into the world to 
continue the mission of Jesus! 

Pope Francis in a tweet from the Vatican back in the cold, dreary 
days of February reminded us that “All who are baptized are mis-
sionary disciples . . . and called to become a living Gospel in 
the world!” Though a powerful message and a bit daunting, it is 
not something that we aren’t already living out in our daily love of 
family, friends, and colleagues, as well as in our concern for those 
who are poor and at life’s margins. 

In this summer edition of Lasallian Visions we are happy to share 
with you rich evidence of the Spirit’s fire, kindled and ablaze, in 
the mission of the District. We are proud to highlight for you our 
Twinning relationship with our Brothers and Lasallian Part-
ners in the English speaking LWANGA District of Africa, a long 
and treasured relationship which has enriched our lives mutually!

We rejoice in the “gift of years” of Brother John Coates who 
celebrated his 100th birthday in March and has been a Brother 
for over 80 years! Additionally, we are pleased to feature an article 
on our Ocean Tides program for young people who have had a 
rough start to life but who have found a place of hope, opportunity 

and new life. We also note the many signs 
of the Spirit’s movement among us in the 
new forms of Lasallian association for mis-
sion, which have emerged across the life of 
our ministries. 

We note with gratitude, our Brothers 
who have passed on to the fullness of life. 
May they continue to hold us all near and to 
intercede for us!

In the words of St. La Salle “We carry out 
a work that requires us to touch hearts, 
but this we cannot do except by the Spirit of God. Pray to God 
to give us today the same grace given to the holy apostles.” 

Thank you for being with us “a living Gospel in the world” in 
helping us to reach and to touch the hearts of young people!

Live Jesus in our hearts!

Brother Dennis Malloy, FSC
Provincial/Visitor of DENA

THINKING OF THE SUMMER DAYS AHEAD
As we come to the tail end of the school year, many of us do not have children currently in 

school but we remember our own school days at this special time of year. We often thought 
about summer vacation, time away with our families, and catching up with old friends who 
might be visiting in this more relaxed time of year. 

In one of these quiet moments, I would like to ask you to do something — feel proud.  
Please feel proud that you joined our Lasallian philanthropic efforts this year,  
because together we have accomplished so much. 

Together, we have...

P Helped students down the block and across the District receive a human and Christian 
education through scholarship support. Many of you or your children are alumni of 
our schools, so you know the benefits of a Lasallian Education.

P Made possible a dignified retirement for our retired Brothers after a lifetime of service 
to children and families.

P Come to the aid of our fellow Lasallians in the Philippines in their time of great need, 
the aftermath of a natural disaster

P Created a foundation of support for new Lasallian schools in Jamaica and Haiti, help-
ing hundreds of needy children break the cycle of poverty through education

Very little of these quick examples above would be possible without you. I am so grateful 
that I get to bear witness to your faith, hope, and generosity on a daily basis. In a quiet mo-
ment this summer, please take the time to remind yourself that, in the words of Winston 
Churchill, “This is your Victory!”

— Rick McKay, Director of Development

DEVELOPMENT TEAM

MR. RICK 
MCKAY
Director of  

Development, DENA

BR. EDMOND 
PRECOURT, FSC

Narragansett, RI

BR. WILLIAM 
MARTIN, FSC

Lincroft, NJ

BR. MARTIN 
FAHEY, FSC
Ammendale, MD

A MESSAGE FROM BROTHER DENNIS MALLOY, FSC
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YOUNG LASALLIANS GLOBAL
Superior General of the Institute, Brother Alvaro Ro-

driguez Echeverria, FSC, dubbed the forty delegates from 
over thirty countries, “Generation H” for Hope. These del-
egates promptly set about clarifying goals for the Young 
Lasallians Movement as well as engaging one another in 
various forms of sharing so that they “may have life, and 
have it in its fullest.” (John 10:10)

Jolleen Wagner, 
Director of Lasal-
lian Volunteers for 
the Christian Broth-
ers Conference, said 
the purpose of the 
Young Lasallians 
Movement is to 
bring awareness to 
the shared experi-
ences and missions 
of young adults involved in the Lasallian Educational Mis-
sion. “We commit ourselves to service with the poor,” she 
said, “by responding to the actual needs in both local and 
global realities and by empowering ourselves and those en-
trusted to our care.”

Sarah Laitinen said the symposium allowed the youth 
to develop plans of action known as Young Lasallian Mis-
sion Objectives. Linked with the Institute’s mission, these 
objectives will foster positive global change and provide vi-
tality and sustainability to the Lasallian community. “The 
Symposium was important,” she said, “because it provided 
space and voice to and for young people in the Institute 
and for the Lasallian Family.” 

Matthew Keough emphasized the importance of the del-
egates working together to achieve a common goal. “All 
members of the Lasallian family are important. There is a 
sense of hopefulness when we gather as young people,” he 
said.

Attendees were encouraged to blog about their experi-
ences. Catherine Déry of Canada was grateful for the per-
spective and insight the lectures lent: “This symposium is 
a very special occasion, and an intense one, to experience 
the magic of learning.” Melissa Lowe of New Zealand was 
apprehensive of opening up to others about her hopes and 
dreams, but was inspired by her time at the Symposium. 
“It is easy to see that if you are Lasallian, you all speak the 
same language, and distance is immaterial,” she said.

TOGETHER & BY ASSOCIATION
Throughout the District, groups of Lasallians gather to support 

one another as we work together to move from sharing the 
mission to living the charism in our DENA Lasallian family.

DENA Cohort of the Br. John Johnston Institute of Contemporary Lasallian Practice

Lasallian Animators 
Gathering in Lincroft, NJ

The Region’s delegates to the ISYL

DENA Women’s Retreat in 
Narragansett, RI

RILAG (Rhode Island 
Lasallian Association 
Group) End of Year 

Meeting

LASALLIAN VISIONS   3



BR. JOHN COATES 
TURNS 100

John Coates was born in Toronto, 
Ontario, on March 14, 1914. His 
parents, Francis Coates and Elizabeth 
Thompson, came to Canada from 
Leeds, England. John was educated 
in his home parish of Holy Name, 
Toronto, and at the age of 14 was 
accepted into the Juniorate of the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools 
at Aurora, Ontario. On August 30, 
1930, he received the religious habit 
of the Brothers and was given the 
name Brother Sergius Edmund. 

Brother John began his teaching 
career in the Scholasticate in Aurora 
in 1935, then spent 40 years teach-
ing in various places, including Mon-
treal, Quebec City, Toronto, Lachine 
P.Q., and St. Joseph’s in Buffalo, NY. 
He was proficient in religion and 
mathematics, but also taught Latin, 
history, and English. 

In addition to teaching, he was 
Vocation Director in the Toronto 
District and tried to open a house 
of prayer at Jackson’s Point, Ontario. 
John accepted a position in Malta, 
but arrived to find there were only a 
Novice and a Brother living in resi-
dence, neither of whom knew how 
to cook. Happy to help, he took over 
the cooking duties.

To control his acute asthma, John 
walked whenever possible, especially 
on Saturdays, when he would walk 
for miles around the cities in which 
he was teaching. It is a common sight 
at La Salle Manor to see him with his 
walker, out and about in all kinds of 
weather.

On the occasion of his 100th birth-
day, the residents and the staff of the 
Manor are pleased to wish Brother 
John, our senior statesman, many 
happy returns and thank him for his 
84 years of service to the Brothers. 
May God bless and continue to give 
him good health and happiness.

YOUNG BROTHERS GATHER IN LOS ANGELES
This spring our young Brothers in initial formation from all across North America 

gathered at the Los Angeles Religious Education Congress. Attended by Postulants, Nov-
ices, and Brothers with temporary vows, the weekend assembly offered an opportunity to 
share faith, prayer, and community spirit. 

 Brother Michael Phipps, FSC, 
of West Catholic Preparatory High 
School, Philadelphia, believes there 
is a growing need to foster a sense 
of fraternity among the young 
Brothers. He sees the pairing of the 
Brothers in initial formation and the 
LA Congress as “a unique combina-
tion of enriching experiences,” not 
only for the community of Brothers 
but across the entire Lasallian faith 
community.

“Personally,” says Phipps, “I 
found the camaraderie of the young 

Brothers infectious and inspiring, particularly during the times when we gathered around 
the vocation booth. Talking with each other and an array of congress attendees built a 
sense of vocational solidarity and hope.”

Brother Dave Deradoorian, FSC, said the LA Congress provided the benefit of attend-
ees being able to choose from a wide range of topics and workshops dealing with religious 
education, rather than being required to attend one specific presentation.

The role of the Brothers in Initial Formation, he said, was not only to present to the 
40,000 people in attendance, but to participate in the workshops themselves. In par-
ticular, their presence at the Vocation Booth, spreading awareness of the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools and the Founder, St. John Baptist de La Salle, was a top priority.

Being involved in education in one form or another, all attendees and the presenters 
felt it vital to link those vocations to St. John, the Patron of teachers.“Our ability to come 
together twice a year as young Brothers is always a blessing: a time of great joy, prayer, and 
shared fraternity,” said Deradoorian.

Brothers Patrick, David, and Kenneth interviewing for a magazine story.

Brothers (including Michael Phipps, four from right) and Lasallian Volunteers take some time to explore LA.

Brothers pose with a booth visitor
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45TH GENERAL CHAPTER
Every seven years the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools gather to 

reflect on the lived reality of their religious life and the mission of Lasallian educa-
tion that they share with their Lasallian Partners throughout the world.

The General Chapter will receive reports from The International Mission As-
sembly, the Gathering of Young Brothers, The Young Lasallian Symposium, and the 

Committee on the Revision 
of the Brothers’ Rule. 

 The delegates to the Gen-
eral Chapter will also elect a 
new Brother Superior Gen-
eral and General Council 
to lead the Institute for the 
next seven years. The Gener-
al Chapter will take place at 
the Brothers’ Motherhouse 
in Rome from April through 
June, 2014.

Just Try It On
www.fscDENA.org/vocation

Know someone who may be interested  
in the Brothers of the Christian Schools?

DISTRICT DELEGATES

Br. Dennis Malloy, FSC

Visitor, DENA

Br. Charles Kitson, FSC

Auxiliary Visitor, DENA

Br. Robert Schafer, FSC

Principal, Central Catholic  
High School, Pittsburgh, PA

Br. William Mann, FSC

President, St. Mary’s  
University of Minnesota

The Brother delegates gather in 
the Motherhouse courtyard for an 
opening prayer before a replica of 
the altar and cross that still exist in 
Parmenie, France, a place of discern-
ment for De La Salle in 1714.

Delegates listen to reports 
on the state of the Institute.
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JAMBO! HELLO!
Brother Dennis Lee, FSC

Although there are current-
ly no twinned ministries here 
in Nairobi, it is a city that 
regularly welcomes mem-
bers of our twinned schools 
throughout Kenya, whether 
for workshops or shopping or 
receiving guests from abroad. Thus I continue to 
have the opportunity to listen to Brothers and 
partners about the importance of Twinning.

The Child Discovery Centre (CDC) is one of 
two Lasallian programs in Kenya for abandoned 
and orphaned children. Unlike other Kenyan 
ministries which charge tuition for those who 
can afford it, CDC cares for the very economi-
cally poor, tuition-free. Of the CDC annual in-
come, 90% is budgeted to come from twinning.
Brother Paul Anderson, FSC, who became the 
Director in January, 2012, remains grateful to 
the twinned schools for their support which has 
enabled CDC to serve the needy youth since its 
inception in 2001.

Brother Paul regrets that the limited income, 
coupled with directives from the newly created 
Nakuru County department that deals with chil-
dren’s homes, has caused him to make some dras-
tic changes in recent months. With expenses ex-
ceeding the budget (reflective of the high cost for 
food and water), it became clear that CDC could 
no longer cater to all seventy children under its 
care.Efforts have been undertaken to relocate as 
many children as possible with some receptive 
families, typically distant relatives. Two thirds of 
the children have been moved. Consequently, as 
of April, there are only 23 children left in CDC. 
The rest though are still under CDC’s keen eye, 
so that if, at some point, the current financial 
challenge will be overcome, some of the children 
with needy cases will be recalled.

With limited resources and a drastically re-
duced number of children, the staff has also un-
dergone a change. Now they have only a night 
guard, a matron for the girls, and a patron for 
the boys.

While exploring other funding sources, it is 
clear that Brother Paul is counting on a generous 
year from the ministries twinned with CDC. He 
says, “A good heart is better than all the heads 
in the world, whereas a kind and compassion-
ate act is often its own reward. Appreciation can 
make a day—even change a life; your willing-
ness to put it into words is all that is necessary. 
Thank you, dear twinned schools. Mubarikiwe 
(Be blessed).”

times happen not just during the 
Lenten focused period, like St. 

Raymond High School for Boys in 
Bronx, NY, which col- lected $948 during a Thanksgiving 
fundraiser; De Maril- lac Academy in San Francisco, CA, 
which organized a fundraiser called the Cha-Ching Challenge for 
the Child Discovery Centre in Nakuru, Kenya, in which students 
wrote solicitation essays to individuals and foundations; the La Salle Academy 
in Providence, RI, which twinned with the Rongai Agricultural and Technical 
Secondary School in Kenya. They created the “Hunger Games” Banquet that 
divided participants into three groups: the well-off, the middle, and the poor, 
and divided the dinner unevenly among the groups to illustrate the reality of 
hunger and poverty.

The types of schools that benefit from twinning vary in their needs and pur-
poses. Bisrate Gabriel School is located in Dire Dawa, Ethiopia, 390 miles east 
of the capital, Addis Ababa. The school is co-ed, teaches grades kindergarten 
to high school, and offers night school courses for adults seeking high school 

diplomas. Twinning donations have been used to cover fees for poorer students, 
purchase two buses, and add fourteen additional classrooms, allowing not only 
for more students but also reducing the original class sizes from sixty-five stu-
dents per group to between forty-five and fifty. “The Brothers of Ethiopia and 
the apostolates in Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa are highly indebted to DENA 
for its long [Twinning] rapport,” said Brother Getachew Alemayehu of Ethio-
pia. “The Sector of Ethiopia is very much appreciative of the District, especially 
for its continued support in 
various ways to the Lwanga 
District of Africa!”

Mount La Salle College 
in Naka, Nigeria, serves 600 
students grades 7 through 
12, including 250 in the 
boarding program. Nearly 
all of the students come 
from rural families whose 
only source of income is 
farming. Over half of the 
students are the first in their 
families to receive an edu-
cation at this level. Typical 

H COVER STORY H

Brothers Dennis Malloy and Dennis Lee visited 
the De La Salle Novitiate in Kenya.

A tailoring student at Mwan-
gaza College, Nakuru, Kenya.
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TWINNING SCHOOLS IN DENA

Child Discovery Centre, Nakuru, Kenya

Central Catholic High School, Pittsburgh, PA
Christian Brothers Academy, Syracuse, NY
La Salle Academy, New York, NY
Ocean Tides School, Narragansett, RI
St. John’s College High School, Washington, DC

Mwangaza College, Nakuru, Kenya

De La Salle School, Freeport, NY
La Salle College High School, Wyndmoor, PA

Mount La Salle College, Naka, Nigeria

Calvert Hall College High School, Baltimore, MD
De La Salle College “Oaklands”, Toronto, Ontario
St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute, Buffalo, NY 

Nativity School, Shinara Village, Eritrea

Christian Brothers Academy, Lincroft, NJ
San Miguel School, Washington, DC
San Miguel School, Providence, RI 

Rongai Agricultural and Technical  
Secondary School, Rongai, Kenya

La Salle Academy, Philadelphia, PA
La Salle Academy, Providence, RI

St. John Baptist de La Salle School, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

De La Salle Academy, New York, NY
George Jackson Academy, New York, NY
West Catholic Preparatory High School, Philadelphia, PA

St. Joseph Secondary School, Keren, Eritrea

Martin De Porres School, Springfield Gardens, NY

St. Mary’s Boys Secondary School, Nyeri, Kenya

Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School, Brooklyn, NY
La Salle Institute, Troy, NY
San Miguel Academy, Newburgh, NY
St. Peter’s Boys’ High School, Staten Island, NY
St. Raphael Academy, Pawtucket, RI
St. Raymond High School for Boys, Bronx, NY

St. Paul’s Secondary School, Marsabit, Kenya

Christian Brothers Academy, Albany, NY
De La Salle Collegiate Institute, Warren, MI
La Salle School, Inc., Albany, NY

school days last from 
7AM to 6PM, with 
boarders taking prepara-
tory classes at night. Re-
cently, the girls’ dormi-
tory was destroyed in a 
fire. Having no personal 
resources or reserves for 
such an expense, Mount 
La Salle depended on 
twinning funds to re-
pair the building as well 

as to renovate another building that was nearing collapse. Mount 
La Salle generally uses sixty percent of twinning donations for 
scholarships. 

Mwangaza College of Nakuru, Kenya, primarily deals in voca-
tion training. It began in 1992 with secretarial courses, tailoring 
and dressmaking, and later expanded into accounting, fashion 
and design, hairdressing, information technology, and food and 
beverage. Twinning funds have been used to sponsor poor stu-
dents and purchase computers, whiteboards, and library books. In 

a recent inventory review, Mwangaza documented the items and 
renovations that could improve campus life: improved security, 
database software, and shelving for the library; upgraded access 
and speed for the business department projector; supplies for vari-
ous departments including hair dryers and a barber chair for the 
hair and beauty divisions. 

In this Lenten season, may we reflect on the significance of 
the term, “twinning.” Let us remember that although our back-
grounds and needs are different, we mirror each other in our col-
lective faith.

Students of St. Paul Secondary School, Mars-
abit, Kenya, hold up a portrait of De La Salle

Twinning donations helped to fund construction of a science lab at Mount La Salle 
College, Naka, Nigeria.

Morning assembly at St. Joseph Secondary School, Keren, Eritrea.
Kindergarten graduation for students at St. Joseph School, Nazareth, Ethiopia.
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BUFFALO CHOIR COMES TO 
WEST PHILADELPHIA

What’s better than an upbeat swing choir coming 
to your school? When it’s your Lasallian family stop-
ping by for a visit! West Catholic Preparatory High 
School, hosted the St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute 
Swing Choir while they were on their spring “Good-
will Tour” on April 3rd. The St. Joes’ men, along with 
young ladies from four Buffalo area high schools, put 
on a great musical act for the Philadelphia Lasallian 
family that also included Mr. Matt Joram’s 7th grade 
class from La Salle Academy (our San Miguel School 
in Philadelphia).

With a great variety of music, solos, choreographed 
dance and movement, and a little comedy mixed in, 
the St. Joes’ Swing Choir had the audience tapping 
along. If you were watching, you could even catch 
some of the La Salle Academy students in the front 
row, singing along with a solo selection from the Dis-
ney film Frozen.

After the performance, there was plenty of oppor-
tunity for Lasallian association. West Catholic’s choral 
and music students hosted St. Joe’s for some conversa-
tion and Philadelphia pretzels, and La Salle Academy 
students got to catch up with their favorite Swing 
Choir singers, and two La Salle Academy graduates 
who now attend West Catholic. Lasallian Youth par-
ticipants from both High Schools could be seen re-
connecting and sharing their memories of Summer 
Lasallian Youth Assemblies. It would be a short time 
before the Swing Choir would have to hit the road, as 
they were heading to their next stop, St. John’s Col-
lege High School, in Washington, D.C., for another 
round of song and Lasallian association.

DE LA SALLE MONTHLY DONORS
Thank you so much to our friends and benefactors that support us on 

a consistent basis throughout the calendar year. Your regular giving allows 
us to dream bigger! Your consistent giving throughout the year helps us 
better balance our philanthropic efforts with the careful stewardship of 
the financial gifts entrusted to us.

Mrs. Dolores C. Ahern PA

Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Barclay RI

Mr. & Mrs. John F. Bennison PA

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Blythe FL

Mrs. Dorothy M. Bondra PA

Mr. Anthony M. Budzitowski CO

Mr. Michael F. Canino NY

Mrs. Mary Carmody RI

Mr. & Mrs. Alba E. Caruso RI

Mr. & Mrs. Paul V. Clark PA

Ms. Adrienne DeLuca NY

Mr. Amario Diorio RI

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Donovan NY

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Dwyer PA

Lt. Col. George Emodi, USAF (Ret) NE 

Mr. & Mrs. David C. Fleming, Jr. PA

Mr. Robert A. Fitzgerald RI

Dr. Anthony Fratiello CA

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Gaumer PA

Mr. Richard F. George PA

Ms. Linda Geremia RI

Dr. George F. Hayhoe GA

Mr. John U. Heppler PA

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hesselberg NY

Mr. & Mrs. John J. Hughes PA

Ms. Clara E. Jeffery RI

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Jeffrey RI

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Joseph NJ

Dr. David H. Kelly NJ

Mr. Robert E. La Blanc  
& Mrs. Elizabeth A. La Blanc NY

Mr. William F. Lahm FL

Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. Maloney NY

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey W. Mancabelli GA

Mr. Emilio E. Marinaro NY

Mr. James T. McAuliffe NY

Mrs. Valerie McCormick RI

Mr. Charles T. McGuigan PA

Ms. Sheila A. McKenna RI

Mr. & Mrs. Walter F. McLaughlin RI

Ms. Dorothy Meschino RI

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Morisseau RI

Mr. & Mrs. Don A. Mulholland FL

Ms. Dorothy C. Nickelson PA

Dr. Luke E. O’Connor CT

Ms. Kathleen C. Scully VA

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Palumbo RI

Ms. Saundra Rollo RI

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Rovegno CT

Mr. Paul S. Snopel OH

Mr. Edward R. Solvibile PA

Mr. & Mrs. David J. Stabile PA

Mr. Harry G. Wiebler NC

Mrs. Mary E. Wright RI

Dr. & Mrs. W. Dennis Zerega PA

To receive information about becoming a monthly donor,  
please use the check off box on the giving envelope in the center of this 
edition of Visions or contact Director of Development Rick McKay 
at mckay@fscdena.org or 732.380.7926 ext. 121.

The Swing Choir put on a great musical 
act for the Philadelphia Lasallian family.

Students from La Salle Academy, including graduates now attend-
ing West Catholic, West Catholic students, St. Joes Swing Choir 
students, and Br. Kevin Stanton pose for a group photo.

NOBLE STREET

LA SALLE 
CENTER 
FOR RETREATS & EDUCATION 

NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND

A great place for Lasallians on retreat!

P	Networking Lasallian ministries

P	Individual prayer and discernment

P	Sleeps a total of 14

P	Meeting space up to 16

3.5 hours to NYC • 5 hours to Philly

MORE INFO & BOOKING  Brother John McMahon, FSC
(401) 932-0148 • jemfsc@yahoo.com
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FIRE IN THE HEART
Brothers and Lasallian partners over 70 are 

changing the meaning of being retired.

They realize the golden opportunity that 
hides behind social security, Medicare and vari-
ous pension plans. On one level these secure 
benefits allow them to turn over their lifelong 
positions to young Lasallians who, often in 
this day and age, struggle to find meaningful 

employment. On a mis-
sion level they can create 
new ways of being Lasal-
lian in today’s society; that 
is, new facets of our tradi-
tional mission of human 
and Christian education 
of children, especially the 
poor. And all with lots of 
heart.

On a deeply personal 
level, our retired Lasallians are finding new 
ways of sharing the gifts they have been given 
in life. Pope Francis got it correct when he said 
in Evangelii Gaudium:

“Everyone who has 
experienced Christ 
in this personal way 
reaches out to tell oth-
ers about it and leads 
them to Christ as well. 
In this way, the good 
around us grows ever 
larger.”

Men and women in 
their 70s, 80s and 90s 
have a natural inclina-
tion to be reflective, prayerful and devotional. 
In the language of retirement, they are renew-
ing their own spirituality by seeing, feeling and 
tasting in an ever deeper way the love of God. 
It shows in their actions for others in hospital-
ity, companionship, service, communication, 
spirituality, thoughtfulness, and vulnerability. 
It shows in the glow of their smile that ema-
nates from the fire in their heart.
Brother Edward Phelan, FSC, Auxiliary Visitor

TIDES OF MISFORTUNE
Ocean Tides is a Lasallian residential and educational facility founded in 1975 

by the De La Salle Christian Brothers for young men in need of diversionary 
counseling or residential treatment. The boys, grades seven through twelve within 
this program, receive ongoing educational services, structure, and support.

 Lawrence C. Grebstein, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus of Psychology at the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island (URI) has been the primary clinical psychology consultant to 
the Ocean Tides School for 36 years now and has been instrumental in facilitating 
appropriate treatment recommendations based on his keen professional insight.

Grebstein realized early on in his relationship with Ocean Tides that they were 
a model program for other facilities that deal with court adjudicated boys because 
of the quality services they provide in their residential, social services, and educa-
tional components in addition to the highly detailed records that are kept for the 
resident’s stay and throughout the several-month period of aftercare follow up.

Though the data collected during each young man’s stay is thorough, in 2002 
Grebstein began a comprehensive research project that he is conducting with Judy 
A. Van Wyk, PhD., Associate Professor of Sociology at URI which involves the 
construction and analysis of a large anonymous database of over 1600 youth ages 
13 – 17 who have resided at the facility since it opened. The result of this compila-
tion will be a book tentatively titled, Tides of Misfortune and Mayhem: Treating 
Male Juvenile Delinquents.

Some of the vast information includes current and prior social services reports, 
police officers’ reports, academic transcripts, psychological and psychiatric evalu-
ations, parent surveys, court records, and much more. This information is repre-
sented in over 1900 variables that are listed and described in a codebook devel-
oped by both Grebstein and Van Wyk in the initial research stage. 

All information is coded by an 
identification number so that con-
fidentiality is maintained, and each 
individual case takes approximately 
3 ½ hours to record. The goal is to 
have 1500 cases completed in the 
database for the book.

When completed, this database 
will be the largest and most compre-
hensive ever collected in the United 
States with court adjudicated male 
juvenile delinquents. It will serve as 

the basis for investigating a number of important practical and theoretical research 
questions related to the causes, prevention, and treatment of juvenile delinquency. 

A major question for the present research is the issue of recidivism. This will be 
investigated in the second phase of the research. Currently Ocean Tides follows 
each resident for a three month period after completing the program, but ideally, 
the authors would like to obtain follow-up information after a period of five years.

“We believe these boys are troubled and they tend to experience life differently 
from other boys their age. They are more likely to be economically and socially 
poor and lacking in basic education and social support networks. They have had 
little if any structure in their daily lives, and have low aspirations for their future 
success. These troubled young men come to Ocean Tides incomplete with impor-
tant pieces of life’s puzzle missing. They are not broken because that would imply 
that, in spite of having all of the required pieces, they no longer function correctly. 
We cannot assume they are inherently bad or evil either since too many essential 
elements of their lives are missing to make that judgment. It seems befitting of 
their predicament that any attempts to correct their illegal behavior need to begin 
by making them whole, filling in the structural and emotional gaps they desper-
ately need in order to function legitimately in society,” concur Grebstein and Van 
Wyk. The release date of the book will likely be scheduled in 2015. 

Br. William Wilcox, 
FSC, and his wood 
carvings.

Br. John 
Herron, FSC

Br. Robert 
Hazard, FSC

Ocean Tides students with Doctors Lawrence 
Grebstein and Judy Van Wyk
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Br. Kevin Erb, FSC
1924-2014

Having known the brutality and horror of World 
War II, Brother Kevin “Sarge” Erb, FSC, emerged 
from the fighting with a heart readily devoted to peace 
and the service of others. Described by Brother Col-
man Coogan as a “powerful, energetic man,” Brother 
Erb took on many roles throughout his career with a 
combination of force and empathy.

Born as James Thomas Erb on November 19, 1924, 
in Philadelphia, PA, he faked his age to join the Marines when he was only 
seventeen years old, serving in the Fifth Tactical Battalion Tank of the Fifth 
Marine Division and stationed at Iwo Jima Island in 1945. After the war, 
he studied at La Salle College and Fordham University for a degree in social 
work. He heard the call of religious life through his brother Joe, a Christian 
Brother himself, and received the name Brother Gerard Kevin on February 
1, 1952. He went on to teach history in cities like Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
and Ammendale, where he became Director, in addition to assuming other 
roles such as cooking for over 100 people at Elkins Park. He took particular 
pride in his work as a representative of the St. Gabriel System in Philadelphia 
Family Court, where he helped young boys through hard times, and where 
he oversaw burials for Brothers.

“In everything he did, he made friends,” Brother Coogan remarked. “Few 
ever met him who could forget that he was both a Brother and a Marine.” 
Throughout the distinct transitions of his career to the end of his life—sol-
dier, teacher, and retired Brother — Kevin Erb can be said to have lived by 
two simple virtues: Semper Fidelis and Signum Fidei — “Always faithful,” 
and the “sign of faith and zeal.”

Br. Gregorian McLaughlin, FSC
1974-2014

To love God is to never stop learning. This was the 
prevailing sentiment of the life of Brother Gregorian 
McLaughlin, whose sixty-six year career and lifelong 
passion were devoted to the constant study, reflection, 
and representation of the Christian faith. Never stray-
ing far from his home state of Pennsylvania, Brother 
McLaughlin, born October 23, 1924, as Harry Cyril 
McLaughlin, spent the first five years of his vocation as 
a scholar, entering the Ammendale, MD, Novitiate and receiving his habit 
and religious name in 1946, followed by a four year period as a scholasticate 
at De La Salle College in Washington, DC. He would return to those three 
states throughout his career as a teacher and staff member, taking one year for 
study at New York University.

Not satisfied solely with the classroom, Brother McLaughlin studied the 
writings of St. John Baptist de La Salle and any document related to the 
Institute. This literature influenced his habits and joys: he looked forward 
to the Lenten season, especially the Pascal Feast, as a time of reflection. By 
suggestion from St. La Salle, Brother McLaughlin focused much of his medi-
tation on the five wounds of Christ, which St. La Salle wrote should inspire 
us to, “abandon sin entirely, mortify our passions, and go against our inclina-
tions which are too human and too natural.” Reverend Thomas Donaghy, 
who recited Brother McLaughlin’s eulogy, said those writings had a profound 
impact on McLaughlin’s perspective. “This is what, I suggest,” said Reverend 
Donaghy, “Brother lived to the best of his ability. This was the foundation 
of the spiritual direction he gave to many students and faculty in his various 
assignments.” May the Kingdom of Heaven welcome its devout follower to 
his just reward.

Br. Luke Wittmann, FSC
1932-2014

Sometimes the true display of faith is not in the grand 
gestures, but in the small acts of humor and persever-
ance. A man known for his simple ways, Brother Luke 
Wittmann touched the hearts of the people around him 
with his gentle presence and unwavering sense of duty.

Born Richard Leo on July 8, 1932, Brother Luke 
graduated from Saint Joseph’s Collegiate Institute and 
briefly attended Canisius College before joining the Barrytown Novitiate. 
There he received the habit of the Brothers of the Christian Schools and the 
name Brother Christian Luke in 1951. He spent his career as a teacher and 
guidance counselor, working throughout New York State as well as travelling 
to Santa Fe, Detroit, and North Arlington, New Jersey, before settling in Buf-
falo as an administrative assistant in 2002.

Every task assigned to him was completed with patience and diligence, 
whether it was teaching English classes, preparing high school students for 
their future, or caring for the chapel. Even when illness made getting around 
difficult, he willingly used a walker so he could continue his duties. “Luke 
never complained,” said Brother Christopher Belleman, FSC. “He sim-
ply did the best job he could.” Brother Luke was especially known for his 
droll and often subtle sense of humor, frequently giving wry remarks with a 
straight-face, and launching into exchanges of puns with Brother Joe Reed. 
He also enjoyed both the New York Times crossword puzzles and the Yan-
kees, discussing clues and hints about the former with colleagues and friends 
while committing to the latter even during bad seasons, delighting those who 
would bait him into a rant.

Spreading light and love in his own unique way, Brother Luke is fondly 
remembered by friends and family. May he rest in peace.

Remember your relatives and friends (living and deceased) 
with folders and cards from Saint La Salle Auxiliary

www.DLSAux.org • (732) 842.4359

Full obituaries and eulogies at www.fscdena.org
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Honoring our Past 
serving today 

Building tomorrow

Window from former Brothers’ novitiate, Barrytown, NY

Please remember the Brothers in your will or other estate plans.
Legal name: “Brothers of the Christian Schools District of Eastern North America.”

For more information or membership please contact:

Mr. Rick McKay, Director of Development, DENA
(732) 380-7926 x121 • mckay@fscdena.org

LasaLLian Legacy 
SOCIETY

Establish your enduring legacy in support of our Lasallian mission. 
We invite you to join us as we continue to serve children, families, 
and our Brothers here in the United States and around the world.

NOTE TO FRIENDS & 
BENEFACTORS

Beginning with donations received as of Sept 1, 2013 
we will return to the practice of listing all donations in 

one annual report that will be put out in the fall of each 
year. There will no longer be a listing in each edition 
of Lasallian Visions. This will allow us to share more 

information with you about our Brothers and the 
activities of our District as well as to celebrate donors 
and their support in a very special way through our 

annual report. 

BROTHERS’ HOUSE 
RENOVATIONS

The Brothers at the CBA Lincroft Com-
munity are enjoying a newly renovated Com-
munity Residence. Thanks to the support of 
donors and resources from the District and lo-
cal community, the renovations have updated 
the 50 year-old residence so that it can better 
meet the needs of the religious community of 
today. The house is more comfortable for the 
Brothers who now have new bedroom suites 
and common room space. The chapel has 
been renovated. The overall heating and air 
conditioning have been improved. Thanks to 
all those who made these renovations possible.

Common room space

Renovated chapel

LASALLIAN VISIONS   11



Development Office
P.O. Box 1710
Beltsville, MD 20704-1710

NON-PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
SOUTHAMPTON, PA

PERMIT NO. 250

For more, visit our new website

www.fscDENA.org

HAITI FUNDRAISING SUCCESS!
Thank you to everyone who joined us by donating  
during our Advent drive to the College Saint Jean  
Baptist De La Salle in Haiti. Through your generous  
support we raised over $90,000 together.

Your gifts, in conjunction with donations from other Lasallian fundraising efforts worldwide, allowed the school to fund a certified English 
teacher, a new classroom, playground supplies, and student scholarships. Future projects that will utilize your donations include installa-
tion of a solar battery and security lighting, renovating the basketball courts with new nets, posts, and a paint job, as well as establishing 
a financial assistance scholarship fund. 

Your generosity paves the way for a brighter future for the children of Haiti, especially the almost 200 children attending our own Lasal-
lian College Saint Jean Baptist De La Salle. Thank you so much for joining us, and may Jesus live in our hearts forever!

Newly added preschool program gathers under this pavilion made possible by your 
donations. It provides a shaded area for students during lunch and outdoor activities.


