
ONE SCHOOL, ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES

Like a ripple in water, a single source of hope and charity can 
have far-reaching effects. Two years after its opening, and four 
years after the earthquake that devastated the island nation of 
Haiti, College Saint Jean Baptiste de La Salle is providing valuable 
resources beyond academia and inspiring Lasallian students to get 
involved. 

Executive Director for Mission and Ministry Alan Weyland, has 
made six trips to Haiti, serving as primary liaison for the District 
of Eastern North America and their partners in the District of An-
tilles-South Mexico. More than simply checking on progress, the 
visits are meant to build relationships with the people of the com-
munity. “We’re engaged in seeing what their needs are and what we 
can do to meet some of those needs,” he said. 

Manhattan College sent their second volunteer group at the be-
ginning of January of 2015 while La Salle University is sending 
their first group in February. The educational compound, which 
provides Pre-K to 6th grade with an all-Haitian teaching staff, 
has seen a significant increase in enrollment over two years, from 
only 78 students at its opening to 300, its maximum capacity. The 
Brothers are looking into possibly building a separate structure 
solely for Pre-K, thus freeing space for future enrollment. They 

also plan to implement a middle school focused on vocations like 
animal husbandry and basic farming. A huge step for the school 
and the community has been the completion of the water filtration 
system, allowing students and teachers to enjoy clean, consum-
able water in addition to selling it to the community at cheaper 
rates than in the marketplaces. Fundraising primarily provides in-
coming students with scholarships as well as some school supplies. 
However, resources are not readily available despite efforts such 
as DENA’s past three advent season fundraisers. Residents simply 
do not have much to spend on education. “To operate the school 
there’s a lot of help that’s needed financially,” said Alan.

District Director of Finance Brother Timothy Froehlich, FSC, 
described his first trip to the school. He was struck by how the 
school’s nurturing, peaceful environment drastically contrasted 
with the poverty of the rest of the area. He was also amazed at 
the joy and hope he saw in the students. “I felt a great sense of 
pride that our Institute, and our district, is supporting this educa-
tional mission,” he said. “To see in action how our donations are 
working, touching the hearts of these kids, was very gratifying. It 
does the heart good to witness such goodness...it certainly touched 
mine.”
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“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least 
brothers of mine, you did for me.” — Matthew 25:40

Dear Friends,
Welcome to the frozen and still life of February! Its relative starkness 

makes it a great month to host the start of Lent, to ponder what we’re 
made of, and to whom we belong. Welcome to the great retreat season 
of our church year!

Lent is the time to reflect on the gift of God’s unconditional love for 
us and to give some thought to how we are measuring up as disciples, 
and as brothers and sisters to those in need among us who have a claim 
on our affection, love, advocacy, and action. 

In this winter edition of Lasallian Visions, we are proud to spotlight 
two Lasallian ministries in direct service to some of the poorest young 
people in our hemisphere, the College of Saint Jean Baptiste de La 
Salle in Port-au-Prince Haiti, and St. Vincent Strambi School in Bull 
Savannah, Jamaica. Along with the story of these life-giving ministries, 
we also feature the amazing collaboration among Lasallians across many 
borders.  

We are also proud to spotlight the miracles-in-progress in our local 
ministries. Through the St. John Baptist de La Salle Fund, we help to 
make a Lasallian education available to gifted young men and women 
from economically disadvantaged families. The recent General Chapter 
in Rome set as our two highest priorities the creating of greater access for 
the poor in our schools and our announcing the Good News! This Fund 
is in direct service to these priorities. 

We feature, too, Lasallians who have distinguished themselves 
in service to the Lasallian Mission. Three exemplary individuals,  

Cecilia Gottsegen, Troy Kennedy, and Deacon 
William Walkowiak were honored at our Novem-
ber USA/Canada regional gathering in Chicago. We 
remember and celebrate the lives of eight Brothers 
whose lives were a witness and inspiration to many: 
Brothers Edward Conway, Edmund Dwyer, Ed-
ward McKenery, Louis Rommel, Bart Schlachter, 
Frederick Sherrer, William Spellman, and Nicho-
las Sullivan. 

Finally, we give thanks for the great outpouring 
of the Spirit at our first ever gathering of Brothers 
and Lasallian Partners for the promotion of the Brothers’ vocation! 
We know that the harvest is rich, and we are grateful for the support and 
commitment of so many Partners in helping us to awaken and accom-
pany young men in their discernment of the Brothers’ life!

Your financial generosity makes it possible for us to continue to make 
a Lasallian education accessible to young people from poor and econom-
ically challenged circumstances. Using the envelope enclosed, please 
consider a gift for our overseas ministries in Haiti and Jamaica, or 
for our poorest youngsters here at home through the St. John Baptist 
de La Salle Fund. 

Live Jesus in our hearts!

Brother Dennis Malloy, FSC
Provincial/Visitor of DENA

A MESSAGE FROM BROTHER DENNIS MALLOY, FSC

VOCATION SUMMIT MAKES HISTORY
Answering Brother Visitor Dennis Malloy’s 2013 call to make 

vocation promotion a top priority, 60 Brothers from DENA partic-
ipated in intense group discussions, strategic planning, and prayer 
for the purpose of revitalizing the district’s vocation ministry efforts. 
All the men gathered expressed passion for their vocational call, 
from Brother David Deradoorian at 26 (the youngest in attedance 
who traveled from the Novitiate 
in California) to Brother Matthew 
Maloney at 94, who opened the 
summit with prayer and reflection 
on the sense of fulfillment he had 
felt through his life as a Brother.

One of the overwhelming opin-
ions of the Brothers assembled in 
2013 was the need to repeat the 
Vocation Summit, this time invit-
ing Lasallian partners to the table. 
Bringing their unique perspectives 
and passion for the Lasallian mission, partners gathered with Broth-
ers in making “vocational history,” marking the first time multiple 
Brother/Partner teams were created to brainstorm, discuss, and 
suggest new ideas and initiatives to invite young men to consider 
the vocation of a Brother of the Christian Schools. 

“With its theme Encouraging the Encouragers, we believe that 
the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools is not dying 
but rather being transformed and shaped by a renewed Spirit that 
flows from a post-Vatican II ecclesiology of ‘people of God,’” said 
Auxiliary Visitor Br. Charles Kitson, FSC, and the main coordina-
tor of the gathering.

Over the course of 30 hours in Long Branch, New Jersey, much 
work was done, and participants left with a sense of excitement 
about vocations as they headed back to their respective ministries.

“This Vocation Summit was marked by a contagious enthusiasm, 
a renewed creativity for fostering a culture of vocations, a celebra-
tion of our district’s pledge to Lasallian Association, and a commit-
ment to ‘weaving new dreams’ for the sake of the mission,” said 
Kitson.

“For me, to be invited to the 
Vocation Summit was an honor,” 
said Ms. Allison Amodie, a reli-
gion  teacher and Lasallian Ani-
mator at St. Raphael Academy, 
Pawtucket, RI. “At first I was not 
sure that I was supposed to have 
been invited, being a woman, but 
I quickly learned that the Broth-
ers are looking to reach out to lay 
partners, male and female, to help 
awaken vocations in our students. 

The conversations Brothers and lay partners had were enriching 
and life giving, and a true testament to the words ‘together and by 
association.’”

“I felt a real sense of participation and a clearer sense of ownership 
in the mission; it no longer feels like the shared mission, but our 
shared mission,” said Ted Frank, a Lasallian Animator, for Bishop 
Loughlin Memorial High School in Brooklyn, NY. “I cannot help 
but now associate the term ‘service minded’ with the Christian 
Brothers. My biggest take away from the summit is that it’s integral 
to afford our students sufficient service-based opportunities and it 
can only better assist them in identifying their true calling.”

Over 40 Lasallians, many coming as Brother/Partner teams from each ministry, 
gathered to make Vocation promotion a priority.
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For the children of Bull Savannah, a rural area located in 
south-central Jamaica, achievement can be measured not 
only in grades and knowledge, but in seeing beyond the iso-

lated community to the world around them. For the teachers and 
volunteers of St. Vincent Strambi Catholic High School (SVS), 
finding the ways to bring about those changes is its own source of 
enlightenment.

Brian Clarke (originally from Staten Island, New York) is a 
graduate of St. Peter’s Boys’ High School and Seton Hall Univer-
sity 2012 with a degree in Secondary Ed History and a minor in 
Psychology. He came to Jamaica to volunteer and recently signed 
up to live permanently in Bull Savannah. He teaches Caribbean 
history, geography, psychology, and comparative politics to older 
students. 

Brian works with students sent by government-run public 
schools who were struggling in basic subjects. Many have trouble 
reading by the time they enter 9th and 10th grade, but under the 
guidance of SVS instructors most saw academic improvement in 
7-8 months, eventually doing just as well as any of the other stu-
dents. Brian knew of many children who would skip classes or who 
would prefer running in the halls, but who would gradually come 
around and develop a genuine interest in learning. 

 Educators faced challenges with limited funds and resources, 
but worked through them with the aid of technology and creativ-
ity. Since there is not enough paper to print copies of lessons, Brian 
and the others use devices like pocket projectors, small enough to 
fit in your hand, to display subjects on the wall, as well as sharing 
laptops installed with applications such as reading programs. To 
Brian, these technological methods are in some ways better for 
teaching. “It really lets these kids, many of whom are visual learn-
ers, see things they wouldn’t normally see,” says Brian.

When devices are not applicable, the teachers use unorthodox 
teaching tools. Simultaneously, they lessen the burden of the area’s 
tropical climate by bringing kids out of the poorly ventilated class-
rooms. For instance, students can learn about the Paleolithic age 
by opening coconuts with makeshift stone tools or go on scavenger 
hunts. “Even though resources can be difficult,” said Brian, “if you 
get creative, it’s definitely easy to make what we have go a long 
way.” Curriculum changes are underway with new subjects (some 

not even normally offered in high 
schools stateside) like psychology 
and politics, offering students a bet-
ter understanding of the rest of the 
world. In addition, the school will 
implement community service events 
like visiting people with physical or 
mental disabilities at Manchester In-
firmary. “Many of these kids won’t 
ever leave their neighborhood or see 
half of Jamaica, so it’s great for them 
to get a global view and put things 
into perspective,” said Brian. 

Lay partner Richard Ward, a graduate of Providence College, has 
been affiliated with the Lasallian mission for 12 years and teaches 
religion, English A and B, global perspective, and physical edu-
cation. He described the general atmosphere as professional, but 

there is no janitorial staff; instead the teach-
ers and students themselves clean, fund-
raise, and volunteer for chores. The school 
restarted their sports program this year 
with football and netball, opened a home 
economics lab and nutrition center last 
year, and is establishing drama and music 
programs. SVS holds Mass once a month, 
a Christian retreat program, and a morning 

ritual called Devotion that includes spiritual songs and reflections 
on points of faith.

Andrew Robinson, a music major from Fairfield University and 
graduate of Christian Brothers Academy (CBA) in Lincroft, NJ, 
teaches SVS students to play instruments, music theory, and com-
poses for church Masses. The kids, he said, develop a connection 
with him through 
learning the same 
subjects that had in-
terested him in pur-
suing an education in 
music. They consider 
it a luxury to even 
own an instrument. 

SVS held its annu-
al Christmas dinner 
fundraiser on December 12th. The staff cooked for guests from 
the neighborhood and the diocese while the students performed 
plays and Christmas carols. The event also raffled TVs, laptops, 
and appliances. The teachers of SVS are dedicated to changing 
lives through the power of education, and your support is vital 
to the continued success of every child willing and eager to learn.

ST. VINCENT STRAMBI JAMAICA
BRINGING PERSPECTIVE TO BOTH STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

“Education is not the filling of a bucket, but the lighting of a fire.” — William Butler Yeats

Rich Ward at work 

Netball competition

Brian Clarke and  
Br. James Wallace  
supervise the transi-
tion between classes.

Students learn guitar 
with Andrew Robinson

LASALLIAN VISIONS   3

DENA-Visions-Winter2015.indd   3 1/21/15   7:06 PM



ONE SCHOOL, ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES (CONTINUED FROM COVER)

Maryann Donohue-Lynch, Associate Executive Director for 
Mission and Ministry, has been overseeing efforts to develop the 
women and children’s health and nutrition center within the com-
pound. Having bro-
ken ground in June, 
2013, the center will 
provide education in 
self-sustaining prac-
tices like food prepa-
ration and storage. 
It will also teach 
women’s health as 
well as provide vo-
cational training for 
both women and 
men in such areas as: 
sustainable farming, 
raising small ani-
mals such as roosters 
and rabbits, garden-
ing, embroidery for 
material like shirts, 
making purses and 
tablecloths, and do-
ing macramé. 

 The goal is to 
teach the skills and 
life-style changes that can foster better health and stability for fam-
ilies. In turn, it will give the students positive living environments 
that encourage learning. Maryann also mentioned fundraising ef-
forts for scholarships, lunch tables, and the program, “Leveling 
the Fields,” which would landscape the school’s grounds to create 
playing fields for sports. It would also provide students with much 
needed sports equipment.

 Mary Wilby is an assistant professor and adult-gerontology 
nurse practitioner track coordinator for La Salle University’s School 
of Nursing and Health Sciences. Having recently returned to the 
US from Haiti, she is looking to brainstorm ways to involve the 
entire university through every academic discipline like Business, 
Psychology, Speech Language and Hearing, Public Health, Social 
Work, and others. She seeks to provide service learning courses 
where students can receive clinical credit for working in Haiti. 
She was concerned by how much ground educators need to cover 
in trying to teach basic things people at home take for granted: 

“They’re starting so far behind where even the poorest folks [in the 
United States] would be.” Nursing students who heard about the 
project immediately organized fundraisers: one month after the 

beginning of the se-
mester, the Student 
Nurse Organization 
at La Salle raised 
$800 selling t-shirts. 
They also collected 
donated clothing. “I 
was surprised at how 
quickly the students 
got it together,” said 
Mary.

Frances Kinder, 
also a La Salle Uni-
versity assistant pro-
fessor and pediatric 
nurse practitioner, 
went in June 2013 
with Mary and a 
DENA delegation. 
She wrote an article 
on her experiences 
which she submitted 
to the Pennsylvania 
Nurse Journal. “It 

was amazing to see how the Christian Brothers were really serving 
the community down there,” she said. She was impressed by the 
“beautiful” nutrition center and visited the orphanage that tends 
to special needs children brought from the mountains who suffer 
from debilitating conditions like cerebral palsy or hydrocephalus. 

On her second trip, she said the tents that were erected for the 
village near the school were gone since the government had given 
residents $500 to move. However, the shacks they live in now are 
apparently not much better. Her advocacy efforts include a univer-
sity-wide weekly lecture series at the Explorer’s Café; bringing back 
embroidered materials to sell, possibly through a website; discuss-
ing history, foreign policy, and student involvement through the 
school’s Democratic and Civic Engagement Committee; reaching 
out to Catholic Relief Services or Global Health ministries for 
much-needed medication. Sean Hutchinson, director of the mis-
sion and service department, will be leading a service learning trip 
in March 2015. 

Molly Mahon, a nursing student, had originally visited in 2011, 
a year after the earthquake, and was pleasantly surprised by the 
area’s improvement in only three years. She will return to Haiti in 
February as Student Leader with an adult and six students to teach 
English, work at the orphanage, and help with grounds keeping 
and beautification projects. She hopes to make Haiti among the 
ten service trips La Salle University conducts every year and ex-
pose more people from all disciplines to the work of the Christian 
Brothers. “I just really want to see the Lasallian schools work to-
gether and come together to learn from each other.”

From one school comes the hope of a nation and the inspiration 
that no matter what path you take, you should look to use God’s 
divine gifts for the greater good.

FLORIDA

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC

HAITI

JAMAICA

Br. Timothy Froehlich and 
Ms. Maryann Donohue-
Lynch sit in on class.

Pre-K students finish recess and line up for class.
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FACE OF THE FUND
MEET MANUEL ORTIZ

Manuel “Manny” Ortiz arrived at the San Miguel School 
of Providence in 2000 from the Dominican Republic, en-
tering the 6th grade with limited English skills. Guided 
by the nurturing staff at San Miguel, Manny graduated 
in 2003, attended, and graduated La Salle Academy in 

2007, and graduated from Provi-
dence College in 2011.

Manny was instrumental in es-
tablishing Providence College’s 
Step Up! bystander intervention 
program, which helps young 
people recognize when they 
should speak up, intervene, and diffuse potentially danger-
ous situations before they escalate. For his work, Manny was 
honored by Leadership Rhode Island in 2011 as an Emerging 
Leader. Now, Manny is a leader, right back where it all started. 
This July Manny accepted the Director of Graduate Support 

position at San Miguel, the first graduate to return as a staff member, where he will 
help guide the next generation of Miguel Men. 

“San Miguel had a huge impact on me as a student and on the path I took in life,” 
says Manny. “At a point when I needed it, San Miguel was there for me. Now in my po-
sition I strive to provide the same level of support that I received; I want to give other 
students the same opportunities that I had.”

THE ST. JOHN BAPTIST DE LA 
SALLE FUND seeks to ensure 
that a Lasallian Christian Broth-
ers Education is available and 
accessible to students most 
in need. Through an initial 
program of student sponsor-
ship and a growing program 
of grants to identified 
schools, Brother Direc-
tors of the fund can 
provide financial sup-
port (tuition assistance) 
for students to attend a  
Lasallian school. In this 
academic year, and with 
your support, we will 
provide $440,840 to 10 schools 
in DENA. Others are welcome 
to join the Brothers in this spe-
cially-dedicated fund which con-
tinues to grow each year.

S T.  J O H N  B A P T I S T

DE LA SALLE

FUND

SENIOR BROTHER COMMUNITIES 
VISIT FOR THANKSGIVING

On Thursday, November 13, the Senior Brothers 
of La Salle Hall, Beltsville, MD, took a trip to visit 
their fellow FSCs at De La Salle Hall in Lincroft, 
NJ. Leaving in the morning from Beltsville and ar-
riving in Lincroft several hours later, visitors enjoyed 
a pre-Thanksgiving luncheon with residents. With 

plenty of turkey 
and other fixings, 
Brothers con-
versed and had a 
great time. Some 
Brothers even met 
each other for the 
first time, includ-
ing Brother Joseph 
Lapp of La Salle 
Hall and Brother 
Henry Betz De 
La Salle Hall (top 
photo).

Do you have enough cards on hand?
Request your free supply any time!

Simply remember to mail in 
enrollment/donation envelope when you use the card.

www.DLSAux.org • (732) 842.4359
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Brother Louis Rommel, FSC
1928-2014

Born Charles Lewis Rommel in New York, NY, on October 
15, 1928, Brother Louis never strayed far from his home dur-
ing his career with the exception of a renewal session in Santa 
Fe, NM. He entered the Barrytown, NY, Novitiate in 1946 and 
received the habit and name Brother Louis Edward. He pro-
nounced his Perpetual Vows in Troy, NY, in 1953, then devoted 
35 years to the La Salle Institute in various roles including staff, 
teacher, and principal of the junior-middle school that he helped to establish. 
Known by his associates to be gentle but firm, Brother Louis loved sports, espe-
cially skiing, and instituted an after-lunch physical activity program and a sport’s 
night for the boys. Brother Brian Carty fondly recalled his time as a pupil, and 
later co-worker, of Brother Louis: “He was always fair, a great quality for any 
teacher who wants to be effective. He had no favorites.”

Br. Edward Conway, FSC
1937-2014

Brother Edward was born in Philadelphia, PA, on June 14, 
1937. He entered the Ammendale, MD, Novitiate in 1955 and 
received the religious habit and name, Brother Emery Law-
rence, then pronounced his perpetual vows in 1962. In addition 
to being a biology teacher at La Salle College High School, he 
coached football and basketball, earning the nickname, “Broth-
er Rock.” More than a career, teaching proved therapeutic for 
Brother Edward’s stuttering. He continued instructing at other schools while also 
serving as campus minister, vocation counselor, and drug and alcohol counselor 
until a stroke forced him to retire. “Ed was a man who had more than his share of 
challenges and difficulties in his life,” said Brother David Rogers, FSC, at Brother 
Edward’s eulogy. “All of which he dealt with as best he could, and seldom with a 
complaint.”

Brother Bart Schlachter, FSC
1931-2014

Brother Bart was born Joseph John Schlachter in Penns 
Grove, NJ, on May 29, 1931. He entered the Novitiate at 
Ammendale, MD in 1952, later receiving the religious habit 
and name, Brother Francis Bartholomew, and pronouncing 
his Perpetual Vows six years later. Known as a globetrotter, he 
constantly moved from state to state, holding titles as teach-
er, vice principal, dean of students, and guidance counselor. 
Brother Andrew Bartley, FSC, remembered him as a great communicator, easily 
befriending others and expressing genuine interest in their lives and well-being, 
whether stateside or abroad. More so, he used those gifts to gift comfort to the 
needy. “Answering a strong call to service,” explained Brother Andrew, “Bart 
sought out the poor, the homeless, the addicted, the marginalized, and helped 
them by offering friendship and love.

Br. William Spellman, FSC
1929-2014

Born to Catherine and Lawrence Spellman in 1929, Broth-
er William was fifteen when he attended the Barrytown, NY, 
Juniorate. He would become Brother Anthony William after 
receiving the Religious Habit in 1948. He pronounced his 
Perpetual Vows in Ammendale, MD, six years later. Institutes 
he serviced as a teacher were the Ascension School, CBA in 
Albany, Lincoln Hall, Good Shepherd, La Salle School, and finally, La Salle 
Institute, where he ran the Parents’ Club.  According to Brother Peter Furlong, 
FSC, the parents themselves summed up their respect for Brother William 
thus, “You can never say ‘No’ to Brother William;” “He has the greatest smile;” 
“He is the heart and soul of La Salle.”

Brother Frederick Sherrer, FSC
1930-2014

A native of Toronto, Brother Frederick went out to the com-
munity at St. Ann’s School in Québec during the school year 
1948-1949. He then lived in the St. Mary’s community for nine 
years. Afterwards, Brother Frederick spent the majority of his 
life and passion on his missionary work in Nigeria. Brother 
Dominic Viggiani, FSC, met Brother Frederick while Frederick 
was on sabbatical, living with the formation community in To-

ronto. He was impressed by the intense dedication Brother Frederick devoted to 
every part of his life, whether he was locked in prayer for hours at a time or cook-
ing dinner for the Brothers on the weekends. Brother Frederick’s love of Nigeria 
was so great he convinced a former student to volunteer there twice. “Brother 
Fred,” said Bother Dominic, “proved to be a most faithful son and exemplary 
disciple of St. John Baptist de La Salle.”

Br. Nicholas Sullivan, FSC
1927-2014

Brother Nicholas Sullivan, born Thomas Francis in 
1927, attended the Ammendale, MD, Novitiate, where he 
received the Religious Habit and name, Brother Gerardus 
Nicholas, in 1945, then pronounced his Perpetual Vows 
in 1952. He taught biology at La Salle High School and 
La Salle College High School, received his Doctorate from 
Notre Dame University, then served as a faculty member for 

La Salle University, Manhattan College, and St. Francis College. According to 
Brother Arthur Bangs, FSC, he was an expert spelunker, serving as President of 
the National Speleological Society and reportedly going on to study cave biota 
in 1600 caves in over 100 countries. Brother Nicholas is remembered as “an 
avid intellectual, an intrepid explorer, an excellent religious, and a true friend.”

Br. Edmund Dwyer, FSC
1921-2014

Born Dennis Murray Dwyer in Syracuse, NY, on January 
30, 1921, Brother Edmund entered the Juniorate in Barrytown, 
NY, in 1939, and the Novitiate a year later. He was given the 
habit and religious name, Ansbert Edmund, in 1940, followed 
by the pronunciation of Perpetual Vows in Oakdale, NY, in 
1946. In addition to teaching in institutes throughout New 
York, including 25 years at La Salle Academy, Brother Edmund 

also instructed at Kamwenja Teacher Training College in Kenya. When not teach-
ing, he would spend his time comforting those who were lonely or shunned, from 
AIDS patients at St. Vincent’s Hospital to people in the residential area of Riker’s 
Island prison. “Edmund’s philosophy was simple,” explained Brother Joseph Joz-
wiak, FSC, “reach out to others, impact their lives, love them, and let them know 
they’re OK the way they are.”

Brother Edward McKenery, FSC
1935-2014

Born Edward Joseph McKenery in Providence, RI, in 1935. 
According to his sibling Brother Michael McKenery, FSC, Ed-
ward joined the brotherhood twice. He received the habit and 
religious name Brother Angelus Raphael at Saint Joseph’s No-
vitiate in Barrytown, NY, in 1954. He went on to serve in the 
USAF and entered the Skaneateles, NY, Novitiate in 1981. In 
between he taught at the Oakdale La Salle Military Academy, 
worked at Our Lady of Fatima Hospital in North Providence (an AIDS patient 
ministry in the Archdiocese of Boston), the Blessed Sacrament School, and vari-
ous health/administrative posts throughout the district. He held a B.S. in Health 
Services Administration from Saint Joseph’s College and M.S. in Human Develop-
ment from Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota. To Brother Michael, however, 
the accomplished healer was always “My big brother Eddie” and was remembered 
fondly along with all who knew him: “Eddie, we shall miss you at the table, my 
Brother, but for your family and friends, you will always be at the head of the 
Edward table.”

REMEMBER THE BROTHERS 
WE HAVE LOST

Full obituaries and eulogies available 
online at www.fscdena.orgTransitions
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DEACON WILLIAM WALKOWIAK

Deacon William Walkowiak is now in his 
11th year as campus minister at St. Joseph’s 
Collegiate Institute. He has a M.A in Pastoral 
Ministry and has attended numerous Lasallian 
education/formation programs with a particu-
lar emphasis on Lasallian Youth summer confer-
ences in DENA. Deacon Bill was instrumental 
in bringing the Kairos retreat program to the 
school he also oversees the Christian service 

program. 

Deacon Bill’s commitment to the young men and the communi-
ty is in daily evidence through his work as campus minister. Since 
his arrival he has brought about a transformation in the spiritual 
life of all. Deacon Bill’s faith is the defining influence in his life. He 
openly discusses his faith not only in class or on retreat, but in the 
cafeteria or at sporting events. Students and faculty see Deacon Bill 
as an authentic, faithful, man of integrity, influenced by his own 
personal sense of zeal.

Deacon Bill models his faith and goodness through his belief in 
our students and in the dignity of all men. His model is also one 
of direct action and an encouragement to our young people and 
staff to follow in his footsteps. Deacon Bill has become a beloved 
figure on campus. He is easy going, a great listener, and always able 
to offer wise counsel to students and staff members alike. He is ap-
proachable and comforting — but can also challenge and inspire 
on a deeper level.

“I am truly humbled and honored to be one of the three recipi-
ents of the Distinguished Lasallian Educator Award for 2014,” said 
Deacon Bill. “I am so privileged to know many within DENA who 
are living witnesses of the vision and mission of St. John Baptist de 
LaSalle. It has been a blessing for me to share in our Lord’s work 
of ‘touching hearts’ with so many good, committed and inspired 
people and, for this, I will be forever grateful.”  

CECILIA GOTTSEGEN

Cecilia Gottsegen is now in her 40th year 
as a Catholic Lasallian educator with the last 
34 years in service to the community at Bishop 
Loughlin Memorial High School. From early 
on Cecilia was actively engaged in learning 
about the Lasallian Mission and embracing 
it. She has attended countless Lasallian educa-
tion and formation programs and is indeed the 
quintessential Lasallian Partner. For many years 
Cecilia was counselor and guidance director. In 

this capacity she has made an indelible mark on the lives of count-
less students and others entrusted to her care. Brother Peter Bon-
ventre shared this, “Cecilia’s relationship with students, parents 
and faculty is extraordinary. Little wonder that they all genuinely 
like, admire and rely on her. Cecilia creates a confident and caring 
atmosphere wherever she is.”

Two years ago she was invited to take on the assistant principal’s 
position. She has embraced her new role and made it her own. Her 

principal says, “I have never worked with anyone more committed 
and passionate about ones life’s work.”

But what makes Cecilia special is her full embrace of the Lasal-
lian mission and charism. As her colleague stated, “Cecilia emphat-
ically believes in our Lasallian mission and will make any sacrifice 
necessary to ensure, like the Founder, that our students and teach-
ers alike are afforded equal opportunities to succeed both profes-
sionally and personally.”

“It means everything to me,” said Gottsegen upon receiving the 
award. “It’s uncomfortable because it has been my joy, it has been 
my pleasure, it has enriched my life being a Lasallian educator. So, 
to be singled out and honored for something that I love and feel 
like I need to give back to feels wrong, but I’m loving it.”

TROY KENNEDY

Troy Kennedy has been affiliated with La 
Salle School since 1981. He is one of a few who 
returned to the agency to begin his career after 
having been a youth in La Salle’s residential pro-
gram. He has been on staff since 1996, and is 
currently the assistant to the associate executive 
director for staff development. Troy has served 
as a child care worker, division manager, resi-
dential supervisor, and direct care trainer.

Troy’s journey with La Salle School and the mission is unusual. 
As a young boy, removed from his home by the family court and 
placed in the care and custody of the state. He came to La Salle as 
an ungovernable, wounded and vulnerable child. Slowly overcom-
ing these personal challenges with the support of his community, 
Troy has persevered to not only survive but thrive. Since 1996, 
he has grown professionally and spiritually while contributing in 
direct, meaningful ways to creating hope and opportunity in the 
lives of young people who are at great risk. Troy incorporates the 
Lasallian mission into all of his work and personal life. He shares 
the Lasallian relational and caring mission of hope serving as a 
trainer of and counselor to staff and parents. He is comfortable as 
a witness to the transformative experience of a Lasallian culture of 
care. He shares his victories and failures while mentoring young 
people, firmly believing that these children deserve nothing less 
than his best effort. Simply put, his Lasallian journey continues to 
inspire and transform. 

“It’s a remarkable end of a journey of 33 years, starting out as 
a resident in the agency where I now work for the last 21 years,” 
said Kennedy. “It just culminates for me, the whole idea of being 
part of something more than just going to a placement, per se, and 
becoming part of a family. So, to be recognized by my own com-
munity, my family members, is just remarkable and it’s humbling 
for me.”

Distinguished  
Lasallian Educators 2014

Distinguished Lasallian Educators are 
awarded with the bronze plated 
St. John Baptist de La Salle Medallion
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DEVELOPMENT TEAM FOR THE DISTRICT OF EASTERN NORTH AMERICA

BR. WILLIAM MARTIN, FSC
Lincroft, NJ

BR. EDMOND PRECOURT, FSC
Narragansett, RI

BR. MARTIN FAHEY, FSC
Ammendale, MD

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
April 2 Holy Thursday Mass 7:30 PM

April 3 Good Friday  4:00 PM

April 4 Holy Saturday Easter Vigil 7:30 PM

April 5 Easter Sunday Mass 7:30 AM

Plan your next event with us!
www.dlcb.org

Br. Edmond Precourt, FSC  •  (401) 789-0244

eprecourt@dlcb.org

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS CENTER
N A R R A G A N S E T T,  R H O D E  I S L A N D

The project to move the  
historic collection of De La 
Salle stained glass windows 
from the Brother’s Novitiate 
in Barrytown to the Chapel 
of De La Salle and His Broth-
ers at Manhattan College is 
underway and expected to 
be completed by the spring 
of 2016.

BEAUTIFUL LA SALLE 
STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
MOVING FROM FORMER 
BROTHERS NOVITIATE TO 
MANHATTAN COLLEGE

PROJECT 
UPDATE
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