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in Rome to his doctorate in sacred 
theology. During World War I he 
served as Army chaplain for the 
49th Infantry and won citations for 
bravery by ministering to the 
wowlded under fire during the 
Meuse-Argonne offensive. 

After the war, he became pastor 
in Highland Falls and served as 
chaplain of West Point where he 
established a lasting friendship 
with the superintendent of the acad
emy, General Douglas MacArthur. 
In 1926, Pope Pius XI appointed 
him Bishop of Salt Lake City, and 
he was consecrated in New York 
by his fellow alumnus, Cardinal 
Hayes. In the heart of the land 
founded by the Mormons, Bishop 
Mitty worked with such patience 
and tact that expected bigotry and 
antagonism were neutralized and 
he won the hearts of the people. 

In 1935 he was appointed Arch
hishop of San Francisco. At his 
death, local newspapers recalled 
his first friendly reflection on his 
move from East to West, "I have by 
far the best of the bargain in trad
ing Hell Gate for the Golden Gate." 
The archdiocese expanded rapidly 
in parish and educational facilities 
under his patronage. During W orId 
War II, he literally held open house 
for thousands of G.I.'s who fun
neled through San Francisco to the 
Pacific. He made a special effort 
to help the itinerant Mexican bra· 
ceros who annually harvest Cali
fornia's erops. He was implacable 
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in his efforts against Communism, 
"It is time to fight the enemy from 
within, who refuses to recognize the 
fundamental law of God and the 
fundamentals of Americanism." 
The Examiner paid this tribute: 
"He will best be remembered for 
his constant labors to strengthen 
the most basic unit of society, the 
family. These labors led to the de
velopment of Catholic social con
cepts that are models within the 
Church." 

His affection for the Christian 
Brothers, engendered at De La 
Salle and Manhattan, was extended 
to the Brothers in California. At 
one point of financial crisis, his 
timely and substantial help saved 
St. Mary's College from ruin. In 
recognition of his benefactions, the 
Order made him an Affiliated Mem
ber. Last winter, on the occasion of 
the Manhattan alumni banquet, he 
sent a letter regretting his inability 
to be present to mark the sixtieth 
anniversary of his graduation from 
Alma Mater. 

At the time of his consecration, 
Archbishop Mitty chose as his 
episcopal motto part of a maxim of 
St. Paul, "To Me, To Live is 
Christ." This marked his whole life 
and ministry. Now that he is gone, 
we can complete St. Paul's words 
in his regard, "To Die is Gain." 

-Brother Adelbert James 

(From Manhattan College Re
ligious Bu.lletin, Novem ber 20, 
1961.) 
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It is a far cry from Rheims, 
France, in the 17th Century to 
Lincroft, U.S.A., in the 20th-and 
yet recent events in Lincroft and 
these ceremonies today bear a star
tling resemblance to the pattern of 
events that marked the beginning 
of tlle Brothers of the Christian 
Schools and the early spread of 
their work of Christian Education 
of youth. 

When the news spread that Fa
ther John Baptist de La Salle had 
founded a religious institute of 
teaching Brothers, serious minded 
clerics and laymen all over France 
sought their services for the estab
li shment and staffing of schools. 
Convinced that Christian learning 
was a means toward both personal 

sanctification and the elevation of 
society, generous patrons came for
ward in the towns and parishes of 
France to build and endow schools. 
The cause of popular education had 
begun. 

It was a remarkable example of 
Christian unity. The laity gave of 
thei r substance to see that the work 
began; the Brothers gave their 
lives and their talents to sustain it . 

The paralle l to Lincroft is obvi 
ous . Desirous of obtaining a com
plete education for the youth of ih is 
area , a group of Cathulic laymen 
initiated and carried to success a 
drive to lay the foundations of this 
school. The Chr istian Brothers re
sponded to the appea l that they 
stal-I, admin ister, and expand this 
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educational project. Into it they 
have placed material resources and 
personnel, their three centuries of 
educational tradition, and their 
sound philosophy of life. With con· 
tinued assistance of the Catholic 
laity, the Brothers can look forward 
to shaping this school into an ar
senal of truth that will rival their 
best schools in that long history 
from 1680 to 1961. Its very name, 
Christian Brothers Academy, is at 
once a reminder of a heritage and 
a challenge to excellence. 

Today, at these dedication cere
monies, we are r~inded that what 
is being dedicated is really not only 
the lifeless bricks and mortar that 
form these buildings, but also the 
human beings who comprise this 
new unit of society in the Lincroft 
community. In dedicating CBA to 
the Christian education of youth, 
every member of this new family is 
dedicated to an active pursuit of 
that go·al by means appropriate to 
each. . 

For the laymen who initiated the 
drive and saw it to fruition, there is 
the incentive for continued gener
ous support to reduce mounting 
debts and to meet expansion needs 
as they arise: 

F or the Christian Brothers there 
is the challenge to a renewed dedi
cation to the religious life that gives 
vitality and supernatural support 
to the active apostolate in the class
room; to a rededication to sound 
educational objectives that seek the 
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formation of minds and the devel
opment of Christian character; to 
a continued alertness to modern ad
vances in knowledge and teaching 
techniques so that ~he new can be 
successfully blended with the tra
ditions of old. 

F or the parents of the students, 
there is the rededication to the 
role of prime teachers of their sons 
-a role for which they received 
special graces in the Sacrament of 
Matrimony. Great will be their sac
rifices to see that their sons receive 
in rhis school the specialized know
ledge in the various arts and sci
ences unified by the truths of re
ligion-but they will not relinquish 
for one minute their own teaching 
function by word, guidance, en
couragement, and example In the 
home. 

For the students, there is the 
dedication to the honest pursuit of 
scholastic excellence according to 
the ability of each. In eBA there is 
a well-rounded program of activ
ities- religious, cocurricular, ath
letic, and social. These will claim 
the attention and support of the stu
dent body, but it must be remem
bered that CBA is primarily a 
school. The students are here 
primarily to learn, and while the 
faculty will do their best to moti
vate, guide, and instruct, learning 
will follow orily upon student study 
and student application. No one 
can expect boys to mature before 
their time, but the prohlems of our 
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atomic age and the desperate need 
we have for enlightened young men 
of principle, demand that we can 
no longer tolerate the luxury 0.1 ex
tended immaturity and irrespon
sible mediocrity. No, the young 
men of CBA must be dedicated stu
dents. 

Finally, the dedicated students of 
today will be the dedicated alumni 
of tomorrow. CBA will look to its 
alumni to judge at least its temporal 
fulfillment. The sound test of any 
Brothers' Boy is the extent to which 
he has increased the depth and 
breadth of his learning and has be
come an apostle of good example in 
his family, his business, his social, 
professional, and parish life. 

CBA will look also to its students 
and alumni for vocations to the 
Christian Brothers to carryon the 
work that started in 1680 and which 
we see gloriously continuing here 
today. Christian Brothers Academy 
cannot continue without Christian 
Brothers-hence there must be a 
generous response to the grace of 
vocation just as there was a gener
out response by the men and women 
who helped in part to establish this 
school-just as there was a gen
erous response by the Bwthers who 
currently comprise the faculty. 
Catholic education has been built 
and maintained by generosity and 
sacrifice. Generosity and sacrifice 
will be needed to sustain and ex
pandit. 

We live in an era that has been 
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called by the President of the 
United State the most perilous in 
the history of mankind. Perhaps 
we can describe it best in the words 
o·f Charles Dickens in his Tale of 
Two Cities: "It is the best of times, 
it is the worst of times, it is the age 
of wisdom, it is the age of foolish
ness, it is th.e epoch of belief, it is 
the epoch 0.£ incredulity, it is the 
season of Light, it is the season o·f 
darkness, it is the spring. of hope, 
it is the winter of despair, we have 
everything before us, we have noth
ing before us . .. " 

Why is it "the worst of times, the 
age of foolishness, the epoch o.{ in
credulity, the season of darkness, 
and the winter of despair?" It is all 
this obviously because the free 
world is locked in deadly combat 
with the forces of atheistic commu
nism who are as ruthless as they are 
powerful-but more, it is because 
.we are allowing the struggle fOT 
men's bodies and men's minds to be 
fought largely on the issues of 
po·wer and might and materialistic 
values. Listen to Mr. Charles Malik 
of Lebanon as he addresses the 
great powers in the Assembly of the 
United Nations: 

Gentlemen, we of the small 
nations have listened to you giv
ing us the inventories of your 
resources. Permit me for one mo
ment to say to you that w(; are 
not impressed. Atomic security, 
atomic energy, and physical re
sources are not enough. Material 
force by itself, no matter how 
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overwhelming, is interesting and 
important only in so far as it 
may prove a means to bringing 
about a condition in which spir
itual and intellectual values can 
begin to operate again; other
wise, it is of no significance. 
Sooner or later, when you have 
finished your bombing, your arm
ament production, and all your 
marshalling of physical forces, 
there must be a penetration of 
minds by minds and spirits by 
spirits. This means that the fu
ture belongs not to those who 
have the most trains or the most 
machinery, but to those who 
have the most ideas. It means 
that over and above your stock
piles you must have a cultural 
and spiritual message which will 
be so profound, so true, so uni
versal that it will satisfy the 
thirsty souls of men everywhere 
and make them forgive you your 
rich supplies and your privileged 
resources. 

The question, therefore, which 
confronts you is not who has this 
bomb or the other, but who can 
develop a type of person who will 
sum up in his character such 
qualities of understanding and 
humility, of truth, of humor, of 
moral stature, of strength and re
sourcefulness of mind, of preg
nant ideas, of universal sym
pathy, of capacity for friendship 
and love that he will be admired 
and respected even by those who 
might otherwise envy and hate 
him. 

The future belongs to that 
country and to that people who, 
seeking understanding and good 
will and refusing to have pleas
ure as their dominant quest, are 
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not deceived by their own mate
rial resources into thinking they 
are strong, but are able to call 
forth from within themselves, not 
out of the bowels of the earth, 
sufficient strength and vision 
with which to embrace the whole 
world in love and in truth. 

The tragedy is that precisely at 
a point in history when we should 
be making the most of our cultural 
and spiritual heritage, we are mak
ing a religion out of secularism and 
a creed aut of the ahsolute separa
tion of Church and State. Men sup
posedly committed to the J udaeo
Christian tradition are exerting 
their energies to hinder legislation 
that would aid schools under re
ligious auspices. An influential 
New York newspaper that can ex
press high indignation over politi
cal corruption or wanton nuclear 
testing gives equal space to dedi
cated attacks on any proposals that 
include even indirect State or Fed
eral aid to Catholic schools. Per
haps more sadly, and closer to 
home, is the tragedy of Catholics 
whose Lives and aspirations, whose 
joys and judgments, from Monday 
to Saturday, are indistinguishable 
from the secularists in society. They 
are certainly far from being " the 
salt of the earth and the light of the 
world." 

Despite this grim picture, why 
can our era be called, "the best of 
times, the age of wisdom, the epoch 
of belief, the season of Light, the 
spring of hope? '" The answer is 
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found in part here today. In a world 
threatened by destruction, you have 
built a school dedicated to God and 
country, dedicated to learning and 
piety, dedicated to ideas and ideals. 
And you are not alone. In the last 
five years, Christian Brothers' 
schools have so grown in number 
and size in the United States that 
their enrollments have increased by 
25,000 students. This is also true 
of other teaching congregations. 
All over the free world, religious 
schools are being founded, semi
naries and novitiates are expanding, 
more young men and women are 
giving themselves to the service of 
God; there is more evidence of 
Christian scholarship, and more 
men and women, young and old, 
married and unmarried, are be
ginning to realize in themselves the 
possibilities of the lay apostolate. 

No one of these developments, 
or all combined, will receive the 
publicity or attention of- one fifty 
megaton bomb--but then, neither 
did much attention center on the 
birth of a Baby at Bethlehem, or 
the call of 12 apostles in Galilee, or 
the estCliblishment of the Brothers 
of the Christian Schools in Rheims 
... yet the influence of these events 
reached the outermost parts of the 
earth--even into Heaven itself. 'Dhe 
erection of this school is an act of 
Faith. We can be sure that God will 
not fail us. We pray that we do not 
fail Him by failing ourselves. 

Yes, it is a far cry from Rheims 
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to Lincroft, and it is a long time 
from 1680 to 1961, but we can be 
sure that St. John Baptist de La 
Salle and his sons who now partici
pate in the Eternity of God interpret 
these dedication ceremonies not as a 
passing gesture of the moment but 
as a sacred pledge much like their 
own-a pledge binding on all mem
bers of this new branch of the La
sallian F ami! y (faculty, students, 
parents, and benefactors) a pledge 
to give yourselves by means and tal
ents appropriate to each to the 
Christian education of youth in the 
most complete meaning of that 
term. 

Today is the Feast of Christ the 
King. This feast was initiated by 
Pope Pius XI to rally the whole 
Christian world around the throne 
of Christ as a deterrent to the grow
ing spread of secularism and the 
false gods of materialism and hed
onism. Your dedication of these 
buildings and yourselves can be 
placed in the hands of Christ the 
King as you ask Him to take up His 
reign in your hearts. Perhaps it is 
not so simply nor so grandly said 
as in a favorite invocation of St. 
John Baptist de La Salle, repeated 
at every class hour of every school 
day in all Christian Brothers 
schools in seventy-five nations of 
the world. The Brother or the ' 
prayer monitor stands before the 
class and says, "LIVE JESUS IN 
OUR HEARTS"-and the students 
reply, "FOREVER." 
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