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Handout II 
 
 

 
 
 
 
As we journey with Jesus to Jerusalem, we know the final chapter of the story.  Jesus 
seems to have known also that he was going to his death; and his prayer of agony in the 
garden tells us that his journey required immense courage.  Our own life of faith, 
accompanying Jesus daily, also requires courage.  At this time in our life we may not yet 
need the courage to face immanent physical death, but we still need the long-haul 
courage of bearing the trials of our life.  We will always need “love’s forbearance, its 
trust, its hope, its power to endure.” (1 Cor. 13: 7). 

 
Every step of the journey of faith requires an adaption in our response to God’s 
providence.  This continual adapting to change in a spirit of faith necessitates a 
flexibility and creativity that feels like dying daily.  This death is participating in the self-
emptying of Jesus who did not hold onto divinity. 
 
Self-emptying, dying daily makes sense only in faith.  The culture of the world would 
have us avoid any dying, but the spiritual growth of transformation happens in the 
paradox of physical and egotistic diminishment and not in the acquisition of more 
things or ego enhancement.  As our Founder observed, spiritual growth comes to 
completion in the process of abandonment into God’s providence; a process that leads to 
personal diminishment and to the death of self-centeredness.  At the empty tomb we are 
at the entry point of the glory of resurrection. 
 
According to Paul, we have in a sense, already died. We have died with Christ  in baptism 
and our life is already “hid with Christ in God.”  Paul recognized as did Jesus that it is 
really possible to participate in the building of the Kingdom of God only if we live dying. 
 
Our Founder, from his own experience of trials and setbacks, knew personally about this 
spiritual truth of willingly embracing the process of self-emptying and dying daily.  But 
interestingly, he identified also another spiritual and psychological truth about dying 
when he warned us again becoming “dead members” of the institute.  In the Founder’s 
mind, only the spirit of faith gives us life. 
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He wrote in the Rule of 1718 that it would be very difficult for those without the spirit of 
the Institute “to preserve the grace of God.”  In particular he noted that if we do not 
possess this spirit, we “should be looked upon as dead members,” of the Institute; and 
we “should look upon [ourselves] as such.” 
 
By directing us to embrace the spirit of the Institute, the Founder is saying, “Do not be 
part of the living dead of this world.”  “Don’t die at the age of 30 and then hang around 
waiting to be buried.”  This sober advice comes from a very compassionate man who 
personally knew.  He certainly experienced the burden of those who try to live a 
religious life of ministry without the spirit of faith/zeal.  Among his own Brothers and 
among those he dealt with as he established the schools, he encountered people who 
were the “walking dead.”  He may have at times felt overburdened himself. 
 
By speaking of “dead members,” our Founder is pointing out that without the spirit of 
the Institute we will not have authentic love and without love we are dead spiritually. 
We are then ineffective in our ministry, not to say “deadly and toxic”.  The spiritual truth 
that our Founder is referring to is that “dead is inactive,” but “authentic love is never 
inactive.”  Rooted in faith, love reaches out in the creative compassion of zeal.  When 
God’s love flows through us, we are empowered to drop our deadly and toxic self-
centeredness and to share faith and love and hope in expressions of zeal. 
 
(a.) The Founder alludes to the spiritual truth that “love reaches out.”  What ministry 
experiences have you had that, now, in retrospect, you know clearly where beyond you 
and were God’s love reaching out in you?  What tells you that?  Can you also see also 
that some of your ministry was not flowing from love and disinterested faith?  What 
tells you that? 
 
(b.) Have you noticed the burden on others when they lapse from the spirit of the 
Institute?  Have you ever noticed the burden on those ministered to, by those without 
this spirit?  Have you ever noticed the burden on yourself as you have tried to live and 
minister without this spirit?  Can you pray for patience and faith to live with your 
imperfections making this part of your self-emptying?  In what ways has faith recently 
asked you to participate in the self-emptying of Christ?  In what areas of your life do 
you need the long-haul courage of faith? 
 
 

**************************************** 
 
 
As we get older and our ministry slows down, we may need to think differently about the 
spirit of faith/zeal.  The “faith part” could be considered more as accepting God’s 
providence in our lives as we lose control and feel unproductive, clearly imperfect and 
sinful.  And the “zeal part” could be seen more in our relationships.  To ourselves and to 
others we may need to extend more “patience and kindness,” just as we experience God 
extending “patience and kindness” to us. 
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Paul speaks of Love as “patient and kind,” and certainly he intends to include God’s love 
as having these qualities.  After mentioning those two qualities, however, he then lists 
qualities that love does not have.  Love is: “not jealous, not arrogant, not snobbish, never 
rude, not self-seeking, not prone to anger, does not brood over injuries, does not rejoice 
in what is wrong but rejoices with the truth.”  This list of what love is not, identifies the 
seed-thoughts and seed-feelings that are oppositional, retaliatory and violent.  Clearly 
God’s love, the love that Jesus call us to, does not have these negative qualities. 
 

Paul’s description of love is much clearer about what love is not, than what love is.  
Perhaps, he cannot say much about what love is, because, in practice, love will look 
different for each person.  Each person’s acts of faith-filled love will be nuanced 
according to that person’s gifts and weaknesses.  Each act of love is unique, a new 
creation.  Love is above all creative. 
 

Our love will be expressed creatively according to our personal capacity, and love calls 
us to respond creatively to situations and to others on their terms.  Our “patience and 
kindness” will be expressed differently in each situation and with each person.  When we 
live out the spirit of the Institute in the practical expression of “patience and kindness,” 
one size will not fit all. 
 

Growth in faith and love calls us to appreciate ourselves as we are, but challenges us to 
be “new” in some ways.  Love of ourselves and others rejects the idea that, “This is who I 
am, I have always been this way and I am not going to change now.”  God is not yet 
finished with us and to resist being finished by Love is to resist the creativity of the Holy 
Spirit in us, to us, and through us.  It is to resist dying daily. 
 

If we are going to live in God’s presence, with God’s vision and God’s zeal, we cannot 
hold on to “you get what you see; at my age, I can’t be different.”  That attitude does not 
express God’s empowerment, God’s dream and God’s love.  It does not manifest the 
creativity of love. 
 
(a.) In what areas of your life do you need to be patient and kind with yourself?  What 
would it look like for you to be patient and kind with a community member on that 
person’s terms?  In what areas of life is faith and love calling you to be willing to 
change?  What part of yourself has to die today if you are going to change and to be 
more adaptable and creative in your community? 
 

(b.) What personal expectations have you had to give up recently so as to be patient 
and kind in your ministry?  Who in your life now needs your faith, creativity and love? 
 

 


