
Something happens when you do good for others – it stays 
with you. The events planned, the places traveled, the hearts 
lifted, all become major life experiences. Started in 1995 to 

aid struggling youth in receiving an education, the Twinning pro-
gram has impacted not only the students it was meant to benefit 
but also the students and staff who participated.

In 2014, the ministries of Lasallian Region of 
North America (RELAN) raised over $208,000 for 
their twinned Lasallian schools in the Lwanga District 
of Africa, which includes Kenya, Nigeria, Eritrea, and 
Ethiopia. Funding has been used to support scholar-
ships, buy books and school supplies, finance build-
ing renovations, and supply food, water, and electric-
ity. The support is critical as many Lwanga students 
come from financially impoverished families who 
cannot afford tuition or are orphans who, in addition 
to being given an education, are being cared for by 
the ministry.

For our Lasallian donors supporting their twinned 
schools in ministries throughout RELAN and District of Eastern 
North America (DENA), the fundraising season of Lent is a time 
to look forward to and have fun while doing good. On dress down 
days, academy students can pay to forgo their school uniforms 
and dress casually. At La Salle Academy in Providence, RI, faculty 
can pay for a soup and bread lunch every Wednesday, featuring 
homemade soup donated by volunteering staff members. Penny 
Wars, which the Brooklyn based Bishop Loughlin Memorial High 
School has held for several years, splits students and staff into 
separate teams that compete to see who can earn the most points 
by adding pennies to their respective team jar; however, if a jar is 
given dollar bills by the opposing team, points are subtracted from 

the total. Last year, they raised $2,400. West Catholic Preparatory 
High School (Philadelphia) President Brother Richard Kestler, 
FSC, reported that they raised $1,350. 

The financial backing has had a tremendous impact on the 
twinned schools. St. Mary’s Boys Secondary School in Kenya (pic-

tured above) was recognized in 2014 as the best school 
in Nyeri County for the fifth consecutive year, with 45 
of the 147 students from the Child Rescue Program, 
five of whom posted a mean grade of A-, and one stu-
dent, Clinton Muguai, claimed the second position 
as the best student in the country. The school actu-
ally topped their 2013 mean score of 9.54, posting a 
score of 9.728 in 2014. Brother Wole Olabanjo, FSC, 
of Mount La Salle College in Naka, Nigeria, said the 
global support is crucial in upholding their scholastic 
and moral standards. “The twinning funds have con-
tributed immensely to the overall physical and academ-
ic development of Mount La Salle College,” he said. 
“With the twin funds, the Brothers are able to respond 

to the needs of the poorest of the poor through scholarships, even 
to the university level.” 

More than just money, twinning provides Lasallians stateside the 
chance to build lasting relationships with the students and teach-
ers abroad. De La Salle School in Freeport, NY, recently held a 
Skype session with its twinned school, Mugaza College in Nakuru, 
Kenya, allowing students and faculty of both nations to interact 
face to face. Brother Ghebreyesus Habte, FSC, the Lwanga Dis-
trict Visitor, toured ministries throughout DENA and RELAN 
in October 2014. Associate Executive Director for Mission and 
Ministry Maryann Donohue-Lynch said it was an honor and a 
wonderful experience having him, whether through co-hosting the 

continued on page 3

Br. Dennis Lee, FSC (left) addressed St. Mary’s Boys Secondary School 
morning assembly, introducing the Twinning Summit delegates to 
Headmaster Br. Peter Kombe, FSC (right) and his students.

One of many educated 
and cared for by the Child 
Discovery Center.
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It is God Who Gives the Growth!
(1 Cor 3:6)

After a tough winter and a late spring, it feels good to have made 
it to June, a time of ending for the regular academic year but also a 
time of commencement or beginning anew for our graduates. It is the 
time of June weddings and of the flourishing of new life in the natural 
world all around us. I’m mindful of the lyrics of a 60’s song written by 
Leonard Cohen and sung by Buffy Sainte-Marie God is Alive, Magic is 
Afoot—a hauntingly beautiful mantra that reminds us that, always and 
everywhere, we are in the presence of God!

In Mark’s Gospel (4:26-34) for the second Sunday of June, Jesus 
teaches us something of the mystery of God’s Kingdom in the  
parable of the mustard seed. Even though the mustard seed is the tiniest 
of seeds, and its growth imperceptible, “it springs up and becomes the 
largest of plants.” While the signs of the spreading of God’s Kingdom 
may not always be clear to us, the seeds are always sown in faith and 
hope that something will come of it, no matter how long it takes—
because it is God who gives the growth and ensures the harvest.

As coworkers in bringing about this Kingdom, we have to be 
patient—a challenge for us as 21st century folks! Yet around us we 
have rich evidence of its in-breaking. This month we can point to our 
Twinning relationship with our Brothers, Partners in mission, and 
young people of the LWANGA District of east Africa, a mutually 
enriching cultural and evangelical relationship. In March, we held the 
second Mission Assembly of the District, a gathering of 70 leaders of 

our ministries who set our mission priorities for the 
next four years. 

We celebrate the Year of Consecrated Life, an 
initiative of Pope Francis focusing on the significance 
of religious men and women as builders of the 
Kingdom with faith and zeal for God and God’s 
people, especially the poor and vulnerable.  

We see in the lives of one another, rich witness 
of the Kingdom’s in-breaking: in the extraordinary 
journey of one of our students, Bianca Perry, and 
the community of Lasallians who journeyed with 
her; in the national recognition of Brother Richard Kestler, for his 
exemplary service and contributions to Catholic education; and in the 
life and faith-filled service of Brother Kenneth Fitzgerald and Brother 
Vincent O’Donnell. 

I am happy to announce the appointment of Mr. Patrick J. Donahue 
as Director of Development for the District! 

Thank you, again, for letting us share our stories with you and for 
supporting us as we work together as co-operators in making God’s 
Kingdom a reality in the lives of young people, especially the poor. 

Live Jesus in our hearts!

Brother Dennis Malloy, FSC
Provincial/Visitor of DENA

A MESSAGE FROM BROTHER DENNIS MALLOY, FSC

PROVINCIAL OF LWANGA DISTRICT VISITS
From October 21-30, 2014, 

Brother Provincial Ghebreye-
sus Habte, FSC, of the Lwan-
ga District (who began July 
1, 2014) visited a number of 
schools in the three US dis-
tricts. The purpose of the visit 
was to strengthen relation-
ships by making a personal 
connection, learning more 
about our schools, and shar-
ing details about his ministries 
in Africa. 

“[I’m] thanking you whole-
heartedly for the generous sac-
rifice you make for the many 
children who are in need and 
poor,” said Brother Ghebreye-
sus.

Brother Ghebreyesus had 
more than a dozen stops at dif-
ferent ministries/gatherings, in-

cluding to San Miguel School in Providence.

"Each year, we do Earning for Eritrea to raise money for our twinned 
school,” said Niko, 8th grader at San Miguel School in Providence. “So 
it was interesting to learn more about our brothers in Africa and what 
the students are willing to go through in order to get an education. It 
was inspiring, and it makes me appreciate all the privileges that I have.”

“Let us light the candle and march together forward in order to make 
this a better and more peaceful world,” said Brother Ghebreyesus.

• Christian Brothers Conference, 
Washington, DC

• St. John’s College High School, 
Washington, DC

• Calvert Hall College High 
School, Towson, MD

• Jeremy House, Brothers Postu-
lancy, Philadelphia, PA

• La Salle University, Philadel-
phia, PA (La Salle College High 
School students also attended)

• St. Raphael Academy,  
Pawtucket, RI

• San Miguel School,  
Providence, RI

• La Salle Academy,  
Providence, RI

Locations visited through DENA include:Br. Ghebreyesus meets with the Miguel Men of 
San Miguel Providence. 

A walk and talk with Calvert Hall’s student guides (above) and with Broth-
ers at Jeremy House – Leo Smith, Bud Knight, Ghebreyesus, and James 
Leahy. During his time as a missionary in Africa, James worked with Ghebr-
eyesus in the Lwanga District.
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Lenten Twinning Prayer, enjoying a game of basketball at the San Miguel 
School in Providence, RI or St. John’s High School in Washington, DC, 
or breaking out into impromptu dance with student guides on the school 
stage in Calvert Hall College High School in Towson, MD. “He was a 
tremendous hit wherever he went,” said Maryann. During the Twinning 
Summit of 2014, DENA administrators visited the Kenyan sector of the 
Lwanga District to share their twinning experiences. Mr. Bill Wolff, Ex-
ecutive Director of La Salle School, Albany, NY, admired the youth he 
met for their cheer and hospitality despite their troubled environment. 
“They possess incredible strength, resilience, gentleness, and durability 
that frankly, I would not think possible under the circumstances,” he 

said. Ms. Allison Amodie from Saint 
Raphael Academy in Pawtucket, RI, 
met students who demonstrated ex-
traordinary optimism and charity and 
faced hardships in their lives by sup-
porting one another. “From this expe-
rience I have overwhelmingly experi-
enced the holy presence of God,” she 
said. “I was shown how much God is 
truly present in our schools, and it has 
been an honor to be able to do so.”

TWINNING AT 20  (CONTINUED FROM COVER)

TWINNING SUMMIT 
JUNE 20 - JULY 2, 2014

The Twinning Summit 2014 was a pilot 
program intended for Lasallian ministries 
in DENA, primarily administrators and 
Twinning coordinators, to allow for di-
verse ministries to communicate with one 
another. The experience began with a two 
day program of inculturation, organized by 
the Maryknoll Institute for African Stud-
ies, an affiliate of St. Mary’s University of 
Minnesota. The overall summit was hosted 
by Christ the Teacher Institute for Educa-
tion (CTIE). Participants, during the final 
discussions, recommended ways to enhance 
this Twinning Summit for future years, as 
well as ways to enhance the Twinning pro-
gram for this past Lenten season.

FUTURE INITIATIVES OF TWINNING SUMMIT
Twinning coordinators Basecamp 
(online platform): regular updates 
from Christian Brothers Confer-
ence in Washington, D.C., based 
on conversations with counterparts 
in Lwanga wanting continued cor-
respondence; updated information, 
photos, videos, fact sheets from 
both RELAN and Lwanga districts.

Come and See June 2016: Invita-
tion by Lwanga to return to con-
tinue to deepen our relationship 
with our twinned schools, come on 
a regular basis.

Twinning prayer throughout Lent 
season accompanied by video with 
RELAN General Councilor Brother 
Timothy Coldwell, FSC, and Lwan-
ga District Visitor Brother Ghebrey-
sus Habte, FSC.

Skype session between De La Salle 
School in Freeport, NY, and their 
twinned school Mugaza College in 
Nakuru, Kenya.

DENA communication with Dis-
trict of San Francisco-New Or-
leans through Lasallian Educator 
Abel Gutierrez of Cathedral High 
School, Los Angeles, CA, who was 
a representative at Twinning Sum-
mit. Gutierrez has produced videos 
and PowerPoint presentations and 
presented at Youth conferences 
about summit.

Mission Assembly this past March 
has offered up 10 Action Steps for 
Twinning, currently under review by 
leadership.

DELEGATES 
TO TWINNING 
SUMMIT 2014

Ms. Allison Amodie
Religion Teacher/Lasallian 
Animator, Saint Raphael 
Academy, Pawtucket, RI

Mrs. Maryann 
Donohue-Lynch
Associate Executive 
Director for Mission 
and Ministry; Twinning 
Coordinator; DENA, 
Eatontown, NJ

Mr. Abel Gutierrez
Director of Educational 
Technology,Cathedral 
High School, Los Ange-
les, CA

Mr. Marc Parisi
Director of Commu-
nications, Calvert Hall 
College High School, 
Towson, MD

Br. Phil Rofrano, FSC
Executive Director, Mar-
tin de Porres, Queens, 
NY

Mr. Bill Wolff, AFSC
Executive Director, La 
Salle School, Albany, NY

Br. Dennis Lee, FSC
Delegation Guide 
and Summit Planner

A visit to 
the Equator

A look at Kibera, one of the largest slums in the world, 
and the largest urban slum in Africa. (Inset) Marc Parisi 
with a child of a Mwangaza College student, who in-
vited the delegation to see her home. A simple dwell-
ing with dirt floors, tin roofs and no running water. The 
student is filled with hope that her Lasallian education 
will provide her and her family with opportunities once 
she graduates.

The Twinning Summit delegates with their Lwanga hosts: (L to R) Maryann Donohue-Lynch, 
Br. Marc Hoffer, Br. Paul Anderson, Br. Gabriel Griffin, Allison Amodie, Marc Parisi, former 
Lwanga Visitor Br. Esayas Tzetay, Bill Wolff, Br. Anthony Oloo, Br. Dennis Lee, Br. Philip Ro-
frano, and Abel Gutierrez.

Bill Wolff (center) speaks with a hot dog 
vendor who was once a street boy and went 
through St. Mary’s school. He now keeps 
watch on the neighborhood and the school.
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YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE 

Challenges Religious Community to 
“Wake Up the World”

Calling for a time of spiritual renewal and a deeper engagement 
with the world, Pope Francis declared 2015 as the “Year of Conse-
crated Life.” Beginning on November 30, 2014, and ending Feb-
ruary 2, 2016, it is a period of celebrating our diverse charisms 
and, as Francis stated, making “a grateful remembrance of the re-
cent past,” living out “the present with passion,” and embracing 
“the future with hope.”

The year will focus on three main points: 
inspire renewal for women and men in 
consecrated life; give thanks for those who 
serve; invite young Catholics to consider 
a religious vocation. Among the events 
featured throughout the year, two specific 
dates are being promoted by the US Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops. On February 
8, 2015, Brothers hosted open houses in 
their residences and were encouraged to 
join with other communities to create 
shared events. 

September 13, 2015, known as A Day 
of Prayer with Religious, will be a time of 
communal prayer. “The pillars of education,” said Pope Francis, 
“are transmitting knowledge, transmitting methods, transmitting 
values. By these means, faith is communicated. The educator must 
measure up to those he educates, and must give careful thought 
to how to proclaim Jesus Christ to a changing generation.” The 
inauguration coincided with Advent and the new liturgical year, as 
well as the 50th anniversary of the 2nd Vatican Council’s promul-
gation of the documents of Lumen Gentium and Perfectae Caritatis. 
Earlier in November of last year, the Catholic Church celebrated 
National Vocation Awareness Week, encouraging educators to 
share their experiences and inspirations with their students and 
inviting youth to consider the religious life. That month also saw 
a breakout session offered at the 41st Annual Huether Lasallian 
Conference, where Timothy Coldwell, FSC, General Councilor of 

Lasallian Region of North America (RELAN), and Ms. Heather 
Ruple presented on Lasallian Culture of Vocation: …Your One Wild 
and Precious Life.

Appropriately, 2014 marks the 323 years of St. John Baptist de 
La Salle’s Heroic Vow. In 1691, ten years into his work of establish-
ing a community of Brothers, De La Salle was witnessing his ef-
forts crumble as members left the group or died of illness while the 
Church challenged him on this inaugural, non-clerical community 
of religious teaching Brothers. Determined to endure, De La Salle 
and two of his principal Brothers, Nicholas Vuyart and Gabriel 
Drolin, made a vow to continue the Christian Schools, even if 
they were the only ones remaining and forced to live as beggars. 
Other Brothers were invited to make a similar vow of association 

three years later in 1694. This reaffirmation 
of mission reminds the Brothers today to 
recall their reasons for joining the Broth-
erhood, to put above their own interests 
the needs of those served, and to remain 
united for the sake of the Christian mes-
sage and Lasallian mission. 

To connect with their international re-
ligious community both geographically 
and spiritually, members of the Brothers 
in RELAN have been invited by the Dis-
trict of Spain to participate in an annual 
ten day pilgrimage on July 13 - 23. Three 
Brothers and five potential candidates will 

join the 100 mile trek from Mondoñado, a town in North-Central 
Spain, to Santiago de Compostela, in Northwestern Spain, and 
the tomb of St. James, a tradition that has been held since the 
Middle Ages. In the evening, the travelers will be accommodated 
by hostels and guest houses and will engage in catechetical activi-
ties such as sharing scripture. Along the way, the Brothers will cre-
ate a blog about their progress and experiences. “The purpose of 
this pilgrimage is for vocation discernment for our young people,” 
said Brother Charles Kitson, DENA coordinator of the “Camino.”

Let this Year of Consecrated Life be an opportune time to con-
nect all Lasallians by reflecting on our unique vocations, and so 
strengthen our commitment to the Gospel and to the Lasallian 
Mission. 

Just Try It On
www.fscDENA.org/vocation

Know someone who may be interested  
in the Brothers of the Christian Schools?
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FACE OF THE FUND
MEET BIANCA PERRY
By Brother Ed Phelan, FSC

Each year on May 15 Lasallians celebrate their founder Saint 
John Baptist de La Salle. This year, May 15 fell on graduation 
weekend at La Salle University in Philadelphia where one very 
special student, Bianca Perry, received her BA diploma with hon-

ors. In a speech a few months before, she explained 
what was so special about her past life, her angels 
and her future plans.

THE ST. JOHN BAPTIST DE 
LA SALLE FUND seeks to ensure 
that a Lasallian Christian Brothers 
Education is available and  
accessible to students most in 
need. Through an initial program 
of student sponsorship and a 
growing program of grants to 
identified schools, Brother 
Directors of the 
fund can pro-
vide financial 
support (tuition 
assistance) for 
students to at-
tend a Lasallian 
school. In this 
academic year, 
and with your 
support, we will 
provide $440,840 to 10 schools in 
DENA. Others are welcome to join 
the Brothers in this specially 
dedicated fund which continues 
to grow each year.

S T.  J O H N  B A P T I S T

DE LA SALLE

FUND

MISSION ASSEMBLY GOES BEYOND
Responding to and inspired by recent international assemblies, 

including the 45th General Chapter in the spring of 2014 in Rome, 
the district held its second Mission Assembly this past March to de-

velop a road map for the Lasallian 
mission in the district. With much 
prayer and deliberation, the assembly, 
comprised of seasoned and engaged 
Lasallian Partners and Brothers, cre-
ated these three directional statements  
(see below), serving as the compass for 
DENA’s educational mission for the 
next four years. The proposed direc-
tional statements and action items will 
be forwarded to the Brother delegates 
of the District Chapter for their delib-
eration and approval, this August.

1—Evangelization: There is an urgency today to “set on fire” the 
Lasallian Catholic evangelical mission within each of our education-
al communities to do as Jesus did by joyfully announcing the radical 
Good News that God loves us all. 

2—Service with the Poor: The ministries and stakeholders of 
DENA, faithful to the Lasallian mission and values of service of and 
with the poor, will, together and by association, deliver sustainable 
models for education and treatment and advocate for those we ac-
company and support, especially the poor, that they “may have life and have it in its fullest.” (John 10:10) 

3—Association for Mission: In order to foster and enrich our Lasallian charism, we recognize the need to invite and encourage all 
members of Lasallian communities to associate for mission. We aim to ensure that each local ministry is supported by, and in turn, sup-
ports district, regional and international formation initiatives. 

Chris Panepinto (St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute, Buffalo, NY) discusses with Sar-
ah Laitinen (San Miguel School, Providence, RI) the final details of their group’s 
work, that was presented to the entire Assembly for vote. The assembly voiced 
which action items they felt should be most focused on to fulfill the directional 
statements, by voting red, yellow, or green.

MY PAST LIFE: LARGELY HOMELESS
“Imagine having to sleep in a homeless 
shelter with old people, young people, 
children, and even babies. Imagine 
when those homeless shelters are too 
full. Imagine on odd cold winter nights 
sleeping in a van with your Nana be-
cause there was nowhere else to go.”

MY ANGELS: ALWAYS THERE
“I didn’t get to where I am without the 
help of counselors, teachers, and the 
Lasallian community.“ She has skillfully 
used many resources offered to her 
by the good people of her town, and 
especially staff of La Salle Academy in 

Providence, of La Salle University in 
Philadelphia, and her Lasallian Guard-
ian Angels: a social worker for affirma-
tion, and encouragement; a Lasallian 
Community for hospitality and lodging; 
an agency commissioned to support 
children of incarcerated mothers; a 
mentor in the foster care system; and a 
counselor to negotiate college life situ-
ations.

MY FUTURE, MY TURN
Bianca has been accepted to Lasallian 
Volunteers—her way to change the 
world and to be angel to many others.
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BROTHER KENNETH FITZGERALD, FSC
1930-2015

In his eulogy for Brother Kenneth Fitzgerald—later given the 
name Brother Austin Gerald—Brother David Van Hollebeke, 
FSC, compared him to the ideal disciple described by Jesus him-
self: innocent, honest, and playful, the same bearing as a child. In 
work and play, Brother Kenneth displayed a humor and warmth 
that left its mark on the community. Born on New Year’s Day, 
1930, Brother Kenneth attended the Juniorate in Barrytwon, NY, 
later pronouncing his Perpetual Vows at Hillside Hall in Troy, NY 
in 1955. A fixture in Manhattan College, Brother Kenneth made 
full use of his training in math and physics under his maxim, “All 
learning is self-learning,” even using a roulette table to teach probability (and fund 
the poor box). He was also a builder: more than just stints like fixing electric systems 
or repairing the ceiling in the Barrytown dining room, he was the supervisor for the 
construction of De La Salle Hall in Lincroft, NJ. He loved to have fun through his 
many sports such as golf, skiing, or football and playing pranks: sporting a black beard 
and German accent, he convinced his students for three days that he was a visiting 
teacher. “Ken was a giant of a Christian Brother,” said Brother David, “one of the 
most dynamic and famous of our District.”

BROTHER VINCENT O’DONNELL, FSC
1933-2015

Brother Vincent was born Timothy Vincent 
O’Donnell on April 22, 1933 in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. He entered the Aurora Novitiate in 1959, re-
ceiving the Religious Habit and Name, Brother Sean, 
then pronounced his Perpetual Vows in North York in 
1965. He started teaching at St. Dominic’s primary 
school in Montreal, then moved on to St. John’s School 
in Uxbridge and De La Salle College “Oaklands” in To-
ronto, taking brief study sabbaticals at the University of 
Windsor. In 1971, he joined the community at St. Jo-
seph’s College in Yorkton and spent 13 years teaching the St. Paul’s and St. 
Alphonsus Primary Schools. In his 60’s, Brother Vincent briefly worked as 
Director and assistant archivist at Richard Hill in Ontario before mission 
trips to Asia opened a new path: studying the local language of Malay-
sia and teaching English for a decade in Thailand. He was known for his 
gentle, caring nature, and, even when suffering from Parkinson ’s disease 
later in life, working to comfort those around him. 

REMEMBER THE BROTHERS 
WE HAVE LOST

Full obituaries and eulogies available 
online at www.fscdena.orgTransitions

We invite you to join us for

A Gala
Evening

with the Brothers of the Christian Schools

AUGUST 15, 2015
CHRISTIAN BROTHERS CENTER 

635 OCEAN ROAD, NARRAGANSETT, RI

5:30 reception followed by dinner at 6:30
FSC RAFFLE DRAWING |  TICKET AUCTION 

DOOR PRIZES  |  LIVE AUCTION ITEMS

For details or reservations, please call Cheryl Butler

401.789.0244 ext 102

A Great Place for Lasallians on Retreat!

NOBLE STREET

LA SALLE 
CENTER 
FOR RETREATS & EDUCATION 

NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND

P	Networking Lasallian ministries

P	Individual prayer and discernment

P	Sleeps a total of 14

P	Meeting space up to 16

3.5 hours to NYC • 5 hours to Philly

MORE INFO & BOOKING  Brother Kevin Junk, FSC
(401) 789.0244 • kjunk@dlcb.org

SUMMER 2015 

DATES OPEN

TO FAMILY/PERSONAL RETREATS—

JUST BLOCKS FROM THE OCEAN!
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NCEA HONORS BR. RICHARD 
KESTLER, FSC

The Secondary Schools Department of the National 
Catholic Education Association (NCEA) honors Catho-
lic school educators who deserve national recognition and 
reflect the richness and diversity of American Catholic 
education during the NCEA Convention & Expo, held 
this April in Orlando. On April 8th, Br. Richard Kestler, 
FSC, President of West Catholic Preparatory High School 
in Philadelphia was awarded the Educational Excellence 

Award along with several 
others for having made 
significant contributions 
to Catholic education 
in a variety of roles in-
cluding administrators, 
faculty, staff, board lead-
ership and athletic and 
co-curricular advisors. 
Congratulations to our Br. 
Richard!

REFURBISHED GREENHOUSE 
OFFERS OCEAN TIDES STUDENTS 
GROWTH FOR FUTURE 
By Cheryl L. Butler 

After a long and harsh New England winter, the many signs of spring 
and summer here in the Ocean State are finally taking root, particularly 
in the refurbished greenhouse at the Ocean Tides School in Narragan-
sett, Rhode Island.

Thanks to the concerted efforts of long-time Ocean Tides supporter 
Mrs. Mary Carmody who introduced the University of Rhode Island’s 
Master Gardner Program to the school, a significant overhaul to the 
school’s existing greenhouse was recently completed. URI Master Gar-
deners participate in meaningful volunteer activities that protect envi-
ronmental quality, improve the local food system, and build healthier 
communities.  URI Master Gardener Sharon Pavignano along with fel-
low gardener, Rudi Hempe, and Ocean Tides teacher, Robert Brennan, 
have had key roles in spearheading and launching the new gardening 
program at Ocean Tides. “Farming and agriculture jobs are definitely 
on the incline in this area, so this is the perfect opportunity to get these 
students interested in a farming career,” Pavignano explains with great 
enthusiasm.

Hempe, with the help of his hardworking group of volunteers known 
as Rudi’s Rangers oversaw the major structural improvements such as 
building sturdy new benches, replacing doors and leaking windows, 
and repairing the problematic areas on the roof. When their work was 
completed, Pavignano and several other Master Gardeners finished the 
clean-up with fresh paint, major weeding, soil preparation, and coordi-
nated an interactive class itinerary with Bob Brennan.

During this quarter the students experienced both academic and 
hands-on learning with participation in seedling experiments as well 
as growing a variety of vegetables such as lima beans, eggplant, Swiss 
chard, tomatoes, peas, and more. They realized the important benefits 
of conserving water using rain barrels and are scheduled to visit two 
local farms, Casey Farm a 300-acre historic farm in Saunderstown as 
well as the Matunuck Oyster Farm. There they will participate in the 
pond to plate concept of farming fresh oysters on the seven acre com-
mercial aquaculture lease on Potter Pond in East Matunuck. Pavignano 
is excited about Ocean Tides’ exposure to new opportunities in the 
land of farming.

With seasonal temps here to stay, the greenhouse has come to life 
with new growth and fresh possibilities as the Ocean Tides students 
begin to enjoy the fruits of their labor as well as have a potential new 
career path in agriculture to follow. 

Brother Richard Kestler with Christopher J. Cosentino 
of NCEA. Photo courtesy NCEA

The Brothers moved into their wing at Loretto Abbey 
in December 2014. They are beginning to feel at 

home and enjoy their shared dining room and time 
with the Sisters who also live at the abbey.

TORONTO BROTHERS NEW HOME
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Br. William Martin, FSC
Lincroft, NJ

Br. Edmond Precourt, FSC
Narragansett, RI

Mr. Patrick Donahue
District Director

Br. Martin Fahey, FSC
Ammendale, MD

WELCOME NEW DIRECTOR 
OF DEVELOPMENT 
PATRICK J. DONAHUE 

The Brothers of the Christian Schools are pleased to welcome 
Patrick J. Donahue as the new Director of Development for the 
District of Eastern North America. Patrick brings over 25 years 
of Development experience to the position here at the District 
Office, with more than thirty years of employment history work-
ing in Catholic educational and youth services settings. His work 
has involved a concentration on major giving and campaigning, 
with responsibilities also overseeing board development, planned 
giving, events, annual appeals, research, communications, and ad-
ministration.

“I have been blessed to have spent 
my career in organizations with mis-
sions to which I felt truly drawn,” says 
Patrick. “I consider it a privilege now 
to promote the most worthy mission of 
the Brothers of the Christian Schools, 
to provide a human and Christian 
education to the young, especially 
the poor. I look forward to growing 
the base of support which will help to 
increase aid through scholarships, to 
provide for our mission efforts, to fos-
ter new vocations and to care for the 
Brothers who have faithfully served 
throughout their lives.”

EDITORIAL TEAM
Al Cassidy
Philip De Rita
Patrick Donahue
Br. James Martino, FSC

WRITERS
David De Rita
Cheryl Butler
Br. Edward Phelan, FSC

CONTRIBUTORS
Allison Amodie • Maryann Donohue-Lynch 
Abel Gutierrez • Br. Charles Kitson, FSC 
Amy Majewski • Br. Francis McCrea, FSC 
Elizabeth Moors Jodice • Br. David Van Hollebeke, 
FSC • Alan Weyland • William Wolff, AFSC National 
Catholic Education Association


