
“I will never be able to hold her again, but I forgive you!” 
Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God… 

Song:  “Praise the Risen Lord!”   - Grayson Warren Brown 

The Fifth Gospel:  Thursday, June 13, 2015  

Reader One:  Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 

and said to them, “What will you give me if I hand Him over to you?” And they paid him thirty 

pieces of silver. From that moment he searched for an opportunity to betray him.  When 

evening came, he sat down with the twelve. And as they were eating, he said, “Truly I say to 

you, one of you will betray me.” 

 They were very sorrowful, and each of them began saying to him, “Lord, is it I?”  He answered 

and said, “He who has dipped his hand with me in the dish will betray me. 24 The Son of Man 

goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would 

have been good for that man if he had not been born.”  Then Judas, who betrayed Him, 

answered, “Master, is it I?” He said to him, “You have said it.” (Matthew 26: 14-26, 20-25) 

Reader Two:   “The meeting in the church basement ended around eight and the crowd of 

about 50 dwindled to twelve of the congregations’ most devout members, who would remain 

for the Wednesday night Bible study.  This was when the visitor, a young white man, came to 

the door asking for the minister.  It was unusual for a stranger, much less a white one, to come 

to the Wednesday night session, but Bible study was open to all and the minister welcomed 

him.  The twelve sat together around a green table, prayed sang and then opened the Gospel of 

Mark.  (New York Times) 

Reader One: Jesus said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you 

understand any of the parables? The sower sows the word. These are the ones on the path 

where the word is sown. As soon as they hear, Satan comes at once and takes away the word 

sown in them. And these are the ones sown on rocky ground who, when they hear the word, 

receive it at once with joy. But they have no root; they last only for a time. Then when 

tribulation or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. Those sown 

among thorns are another sort. They are the people who hear the word, but worldly anxiety, 

the lure of riches, and the craving for other things intrude and choke the word, and it bears no 

fruit. But those sown on rich soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit 

thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” (Mk 4: 16-20) 

Reader Three: “I have no choice.  I am not in the position to, alone, go into the ghetto and fight. 

I chose Charleston because it is most historic city in my state, and at one time had the highest 

ratio of blacks to Whites in the country. We have no skinheads, no real KKK, no one doing 

anything but talking on the internet. Well someone has to have the bravery to take it to the real 

world, and I guess that has to be me.”  (Manifesto attributed to Dylann Roof) 



Reader Two: …at about nine, gunfire and terror shattered the evening calm.  (PAUSE) 

One by one, they looked to the screen in the corner of the courtroom on Friday, into the 

expressionless face of the young man charged with making them motherless … snuffing out the 

life of a promising son,… taking away a loving wife for good, … bringing a grandmother’s life to a 

horrific end.  AND THEY ANSWERED HIM WITH FORGIVNESS.   

“You took something very precious away from me.  I will never talk to her ever again. But I 

forgive you and have mercy on your soul.” 

“We welcomed you Wednesday night to our Bible study with open arms.  You have killed some 

of the most beautifulest people that I know. Every fiber in my body hurts and I will never be the 

same.”   

It was as if the Wednesday night Bible study had never ended as one after another, victims’ 

family members offered lessons in forgiveness, testaments to a faith that is not compromised 

by violence or grief.  They urged him to repent, confess his sins and turn to God.  

Song:  “Been So Busy”  - Grayson Warren Brown 
 

Prayer Intentions:  We pray for … Clementa Pinckney, Cynthia Hurd, Sharonda Coleman-

Singleton, Tywanza Sanders, Ethel Lance, Susie Jackson, Depayne Middleton Doctor, Mira 

Thompson,  Daniel Simmons Sr. and for whom or what else do we pray?  

 

Closing Prayer:  Our Father 

 

 


