
What do the lives of the Martyrs of Charleston have to say to Lasallians about God and our ministry?   
 
 

Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God. 
 

 
 

Opening Song: We Walk By Faith 
 

We walk by faith, and not by sight:  

No gracious words we hear  

of him who spoke as none e'er spoke,  

but we believe him near. 
 

We may not touch his hands and side,  

nor follow where he trod;  

yet in his promise we rejoice,  

and cry, "My Lord and God!"  

 

Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, at 45 years of age, was a single 

mother of three: Chris (19), Camryn (15), and 12-year-old Caleb.  She 

was a high school speech therapist and women’s track and field 

coach.  In her Church community, Sharonda was a leader, a 

motivator, and a teacher baptizing children, serving communion and 

encouraging her fellow believers. “She supported us. She always saw 

greatness in us no matter what,” said Kamryn Simmons, a high school 

junior on the women’s track and field team. “She always had a smile 

on her face, even when she was yelling at us.” ** Pause 
 

Antiphon: “It is not possible for us to love God with all our heart without loving him also with all our soul. 
 

All: “This means that we are prepared to give up not only all external and sensible goods but also our life, signified by 

the word soul, rather than be for a single instant deprived of the love of God.” ** Pause 
(DLS Meditation 70.2: Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, The manner in which we ought to love God) 

 

Rev. DePayne Middleton Doctor, at 49 years of age, was a mother of four 

daughters.  She worked as an Admissions Coordinator for the Learning Center 

at Southern Wesleyan University, after retiring in 2005 as Charleston County 

Director of the Community Development Block Grant Program where she helped 

administer grants aimed at helping the county's poorest residents with problems 

they couldn't otherwise afford to fix such as repairing roofs or septic tanks.  

SWU President Todd Voss described DePayne as “always a warm and 

enthusiastic leader, who believed in the school’s mission to help students achieve 

their potential by connecting faith with learning.” ** Pause 
 

Antiphon: Recognize Jesus beneath the poor rags of the children whom you have to instruct;  
 

O: “Adore God in them. Love poverty, and honor the poor, following the example of the Magi, for poverty ought to 

be dear to you, responsible as you are for the instruction of the poor.  
 

T: “May faith lead you to do this with affection and zeal because these children are members of Jesus Christ.   



 

All: “In this way the divine Savior will be pleased with you, and you will find him 

because he always loved the poor and poverty.” ** Pause                                                                   
(DLS Meditation 96.3: The adoration of the Kings) 

 

Cynthia Hurd, 54 years old, dedicated her life to public service. As a librarian with 

Charleston County for 31 years, that meant introducing children to new books and 

showing adults how to navigate the worldwide Web or prepare a resume. As an 

officer of Charleston’s public housing authority and the president of Septima P. 

Clark, a nonprofit charity named after an educator and civil rights activist, she 

oversaw small grants to support affordable housing and helping low-income, mostly 

African-American children visit their own city’s historic district. As a participant in 

Women Build, a program of Habitat for Humanity, it meant she wasn’t afraid to get 

dirty. ** Pause 

 

 

Antiphon: “Every day you have poor children to instruct.  
 

O: “Love them tenderly, as Saint Cyprian did, following in this the example of Jesus Christ. Prefer them to those 

who are not poor, for Jesus Christ does not say that the Gospel is preached to the rich but to the poor.  
 

T: “These poor children are also the ones whom God has entrusted to you and to whom you are obliged to proclaim 

the truths of the holy Gospel. The poor were the ones who most frequently followed Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 

All: “They are also the ones most disposed to profit by his teaching, because in them it meets with fewer external 

obstacles.”  (DLS Meditation 166.2: Saint Cyprian, an African who practiced law before his conversion to Christianity) 

** Pause  
Susan “Susie” Jackson, 87 years of age, was an active member of Mother 

Emanuel AME church. She was a Trustee of the Church.  Susie was a 

former member of the Choir, she sang soprano and was a part of the Senior 

Citizens group. In addition to participating in Sunday Worship, Susie was a 

regular participant in the Wednesday evening Bible Study meetings. She 

raised her son Walter in the low-income housing projects on the East Side. 

When he moved away, she gave his room to two young people in the 

neighborhood who needed shelter. “She took in others,” her son Walter 

Jackson said. “She was just that type of person.” ** Pause 

 
Antiphon: “So great was the love of Saint Francis for the poor that he gladly gave them alms on every occasion  
 

O: “and was unable to turn down anyone who asked him for anything, because he saw Jesus Christ in them 

and was convinced that whatever good he did for them, he did for Jesus Christ. 
 

T: “This same love for the poor led this great saint to devote himself to instruct them, rather than the rich, 

because he knew that this was what Jesus Christ did when he was on earth with his holy Apostles.  
 

All: “You are required by your work to love the poor, because the task you have in this work is to be devoted 

to their instruction. Look upon them, with Saint Francis, as images of Jesus Christ 

and as those who are best disposed to receive his Spirit in abundance. In this way 

the more affection you show for them, the more you will belong to Jesus Christ.” 

** Pause      (DLS Meditation 173.1: Saint Francis) 
 

Ethel Lance at 70 years old was a mother of four (Gary L. Washington, and three 

daughters, Rev. Sharon W. Risher, Nadine L. Collier and Esther M. Lance), grandmother 

of seven, and great-grandmother of four.  She loved to dress up and take her family to see 

performances at the Gaillard Municipal Auditorium when she wasn’t on duty there as a 

custodian. She started working at the venue in 1968 when it first opened, and she stayed 



until retirement in 2002.  Ethel was practically always at her church, members said. She was a long-time sexton 

there, spending weekdays cleaning the grounds and nights at classes, with social clubs or in worship or Bible 

study. She worked as an usher during Sunday services. ** Pause 
 

Antiphon:  “So that her children might belong entirely to God, she had the custom of taking them in her 

hands, as soon as they were born, to offer them to the Lord with fervent prayer.  
 

O: “Although married, she got up every night for prayer. Early in the morning, she went to church, where, 

kneeling on the ground, she remained in prayer for a long time.  
 

T: “By these practices this saint was a model of piety and virtue in her family and in her dominion.  
 

All: “Also in this way this saint showed by her good deeds, as Saint Paul requires of women, the piety of 

which she had made profession.” ** Pause                          (DLS Meditation 190.1: Saint Elizabeth of Hungary) 
 

Rev. Clementa C. Pinckney, age 41, began the day at home in Ridgeland, 

with Jennifer, his wife, and Eliana and Malana, their two daughters, before 

driving two hours to the statehouse in Columbia for a Finance Committee 

meeting to discuss scholarship funding. Then it was off to his congregation at 

the historic Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church for the regular 

Wednesday night Bible study. At the age of 23, Rev. Pinckney was the 

youngest African-American in South Carolina history to be elected to the 

legislature. He began preaching when he was 13 years old and was first 

appointed to preach at the age of 18. After earning a degree in business 

administration and a master’s in public administration, he enrolled in Lutheran 

Theological Southern Seminary (ELCA) in Columbia, S.C., graduating with an 

M.Div. in 2008.  In 2010 he was named pastor of Emanuel African Methodist 

Episcopal Church. ** Pause  
 

Antiphon: “God is so good that he does not leave unrewarded the good work that is done for him and the 

service that is rendered to him, especially for the salvation of souls.  
 

O: “If it is true that God rewards so generously even in this world those who have left all things for him, 

that they receive a hundredfold in this life,  
 

T: “with how much more reason will God reward even in this present time those who have devoted 

themselves with zeal to spread his kingdom!”  ** Pause                                               (DLS Meditation 207.1:  

The reward that those can expect even in this life who have instructed children and have fulfilled this duty well.) 
 

Tywanza Sanders, who was 26, earned a degree in business administration in 2014 

from Allen University, a small, historically black university in Columbia, S.C. He 

was a "quiet, well-known student who was committed to his education," said Allen 

University Vice President of Institutional Advancement, Dr. Flavia Eldemire, “he 

had a warm and helpful spirit."  To friends remarking to his death on Twitter, 

"Wanza" is remembered as a "chill dude" who was overwhelmingly positive and 

who will leave a lasting impact. "He was literally a walking angel, always positive 

and uplifting," one said. Tywanza Sander's last post on Instagram was a quote by 

Jackie Robinson. It read: A life is not important except in the impact it has on 

other lives. ** Pause 
 

Antiphon: “One of the main things that most contributes to the corruption of young people is keeping bad company.  
 

O: “Few go astray from malice of heart. The majority are corrupted by bad example and by the 

circumstances they encounter.  
 

T: “This is why there is nothing that those who guide children ought to pay more attention to than to 

prevent them from being led astray by either of these two causes.  

https://instagram.com/freshwanza/


 

All: “See to it that your disciples associate only with good companions, so that in this way, having only good 

example, they will practice what is good with great ease.”    (DLS Meditation 56.2: Third Sunday after Pentecost) 

** Pause 

Rev. Daniel Simmons, 74 years old, was a pastor retired from Friendship AME 

Church in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.  He worshipped every Sunday at 

Emanuel AME and visited on Wednesdays for Bible studies, his daughter-in-

law, Arcelia Simmons, told ABC.  Rev. Simmons was alive when emergency 

crews reached the church, but died later at The Medical University of South 

Carolina, said Charleston County coroner Rae H. Wooten. The legacy and work 

of Rev. Simmons will continue through his family. His son, Daniel Simmons Jr., 

has already told BuzzFeed News, “I’m doing very well with the grace and peace 

that God has planted.” ** Pause 

 

Antiphon: “You received great graces from God when he withdrew you from the world and called you to a 

ministry devoted entirely to the salvation of souls. 
 

O: “Are you consecrated to God in such a way that you have given up everything to think only of him and 

of the duties of your work?  
 

T: “Do this from now on, at least, to be able to fulfill well so holy a ministry.” ** Pause 
(DLS Meditation 146.3: Saint Anne, Mother of Mary)  

 

Myra Thompson, 59, was the wife of Reverend Anthony Thompson, a vicar at 

Holy Trinity REC in Charleston. She was a graduate of Benedict College in 

Columbia, S.C., as was her husband, and a member of the Delta Sigma Theta 

sorority. The church was a second home for Myra who often led the meetings of 

the trustees and was also studying to be a minister. “She was just an unbelievable 

woman,” William Dudly Gregorie, a Charleston city councilman, said. “She got 

the job done; whatever you gave to her to do. She was thorough and she made sure 

things were done at a very high and superior level. I think Myra will be most 

remembered for her sincerity and her commitment to her religious ideals and her 

commitment to Mother Emmanuel.” ** Pause 
 

Antiphon: “What you say and do need not be as great a concern in the account you will have to render to 

God as the intention and the manner of these actions.  
 

O: “For the faults of speaking and acting are usually more tangible and come more readily to your mind.  
 

T: “Of intention Saint Paul says that whether we speak or whether we act, we must do all things in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, not in order to please men but to please God.  
 

All: “This is the purpose you must have and the sole motive that God wants you to have in your work.” 
(DLS Med 206.1: Matters related to his work on which a Brother of the Christian Schools must give an account to God) 

** Pause 

Intercessions:   (Based on Matthew 5:“You’re Blessed,” The Message) 
 

Leader: Arriving at a quiet place, Jesus sat down with his disciples and they talked. This is what he said: 
 

Reader: “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope.  

All:  With less of us there is more of God and his rule. 
 

Reader: “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you.  

All:  Only then can we be embraced by the One most dear to us. 
 

Reader: “You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put right.  

All:  Then we can see God in the outside world. 
 

http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150618/PC16/150619340/1177/daniel-l-simmons-74
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150618/PC16/150619340/1177/daniel-l-simmons-74


Reader: “You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight. 

All:  That’s when we discover who we really are, and our place in God’s family. 
 

Reader: “You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution.  

All:  The persecution drives us even deeper into God’s kingdom.” 
 

Leader: For what else shall we pray? 
 

“The Catholic community stands with all people who struggle for an end to racism and violence, in our families, 

in our places of worship, in our communities and in our world. We must continue to build bridges and we must 

confront racism and violence with a commitment to life, a vision of hope, and a call to action.” To continue to 

build these bridges in all that we do, we pray to be graced with wisdom and courage, today and always. Amen!  
(Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), June 19, 2015) 

 

 

Saint John Baptist de La Salle…pray for us. 

All Christian Martyrs…pray for us. 

Live Jesus in our hearts…forever. 

 

 
Brother Jack Curran FSC 

06/22/15 


