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The Brothers of 
the Ba lt imore 
District gathered 
at La Salle Uni-
versity on Sep-
tember 27th to 
celebrate the tak-
ing of first vows 
by Brother John 
Luczkowski, FSC 
and Brother Peter 
Ng uyen,  FSC.  

Both Brothers had recently returned 
from a year of study and prayerful dis-
cernment at our Mont La Salle Novitiate 
in Napa, California.  The Brothers were 
also happy to welcome two young men 
to our regional postulancy program. 
Tony Elfering, a native of Wisconsin, 
and Brendan Kelly from Albany, NY, 

have taken up residence at Jeremy 
House and are continuing their  
undergraduate studies at La Salle  
University.
 Families and friends joined us for a 
Mass celebrated by Father Jim Dever, 
OSFS, in De La Salle Chapel.  Brother 
Michael Andrejko, FSC, spoke on the 
significance of the commitment these 
young men were making in their lives 
and Brother Dennis Malloy, FSC, Pro-
vincial of the Baltimore District, re-
ceived the vows of Brother John and 
Brother Peter.  Following the ceremony, 
everyone continued the celebration 
with a reception and dinner in the  
university ballroom.
 Brother John, a native of Philadelphia 
and graduate of La Salle University is 
currently teaching religion and social 

studies at St. John’s College High School 
in Washington, DC.  Brother Peter is a 
native of Baltimore and graduate of the 
University of Maryland and teaches 
religion and mathematics at Central 
Catholic High School in Pittsburgh, PA.  
We are grateful to God for the blessing 
of these young men in our community. 

Br. John Luczkowski 
and Br. Peter Nguyen 
after making their first 
vows at La Salle.

Postulant Brendan Kelly, Br. Frank Byrne 
(New York Provincial), Postulant Anthony 
Elfering, Br. Frank Carr (Midwest Provincial) 

BROTHERS  PRONOUNCE  FIRST  VOWS

Br. Edward Gallagher, FSC, (r), 
shown here with Br. Thomas 
Gerrow, FSC, President, was in-
ducted at St. John’s College High 
School in Washington, where he 
served as teacher and Principal.

Br. Joseph Mahon, FSC, a former  
Principal of Seton-La Salle High  
School in Pittsburgh, is shown 
here with Sr. Donna Leiden, SC, 
his former Assistant Principal.

Br. Robert Schieler, FSC, a 1968 
graduate of West Catholic Boys 
High School in Philadelphia was 
inducted at his Alma Mater.  On 
the left is Br. Timothy Ahern, 
FSC, President.

HALL OF FAME INDUCTIONS
Congratulations to three of our Brothers who were recently honored with induction into the Hall of Fame of several high schools.



 Young Albert Schmidt grew up in Holy 
Rosary Parish in the Homewood section of 
Pittsburgh.  The parish had just built a beau-
tifully ornate church that became the center-
piece of the east end of the city.  From there his 
education continued at the Norman Gothic 
school building on Fifth Avenue known as 
Central District Catholic High.  In 1938 he en-
tered the Christian Brothers novitiate in Am-
mendale, where he received the robe and the 
name Brother Dagobert Martin.  Although he 
earned a BA in English as an undergraduate 
at Catholic University and La Salle College, it 
was not long before he also studied for a Masters degree in mathematics at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh.  He subsequently taught religion and math at West Catholic, St. 
John’s, Central Catholic, Hudson Catholic, Bishop Walsh and Archbishop Carroll.
 But Brother Albert’s early strong interest in art and design later led him to pursue 
a program in art at the University of Notre Dame, receiving a Masters degree in 1960.  
The devoted artist spent many hours carving and painting at the garage worktable, 
bringing forth works that included statues of St. La Salle, St. Therese, and a striking 
sculpture depicting St. La Salle in company with Brothers Mutien Marie, Miguel and 
Solomon.  His artwork can also be found in many of his previous communities.
 After 47 years of teaching Brother Albert retired from the classroom in 1990.  Due 
to health issues he took up residence at La Salle Hall, Ammendale, in 1993 and, in 
2007, moved to De La Salle Hall in Lincroft, NJ.  It was there on October 30th that 

the Brothers gathered to celebrate Brother 
Al’s 70th anniversary as a member of our 
brotherhood.  After renewing his vows at 
morning prayer, he was joined at lunch by 
the members of the District administra-
tion, as well as a group of Brothers from 
Ammendale and St. Gabriel’s Hall.  Amid 
festive decorations, a smiling Brother Al-
bert accepted the compliments and good 
wishes of Brother Michael Finnegan, the 
community Director, and Brother Den-
nis Malloy, Provincial.  Brother Dennis 
applauded his contributions as a gifted 
math teacher and artist, and expressed the 
special gratitude of the community for his 
fraternal loyalty and generosity.

 Brother Dennis Malloy, FSC, Provincial of the 
Baltimore District has accepted the unanimous  
recommendation of an ad hoc committee of the  
Board ofTrustees, and has appointed Brother 
Thomas Zoppo, FSC, as the fourth president of  
Calvert Hall, effective July 1, 2009.  
 Brother Thomas, 51, has 
been principal of Christian 
Brothers Academy in Syra-
cuse, NY since 2003.  Prior 
to that he was director of 
curriculum and instruc-
tion at De La Salle High 
School, Concord, CA, aca-
demic advisor and lecturer 
at Manhattan College, NY, 
vice principal for student 
affairs at La Salle Institute, Troy, NY, and teach-
er of religion and mathematics at St. Raymond 
High School, Bronx, NY and at La Salle Acad-
emy, Manhattan, NY.
 Brother Thomas holds a B.S. in business 
administration from Villanova University and 
an M.S. in school administration from Man-
hattan College.  He has also pursued graduate 
studies in counseling, spirituality and school 
leadership at Manhattan College, Notre Dame 

University and Boston Col-
lege.
      Calvert Hall will of-
ficially welcome Brother 
Thomas at the May 7th 
meeting of the Board of 
Trustees and at a faculty 
reception the following 
day.  He succeeds Brother 
Benedict Oliver, FSC, who 
has served as president 

of Calvert Hall since 2005.  Brother Benedict 
will be returning to Central Catholic High  
School in Pittsburgh to direct the school’s writ-
ing center and assist with its alumni and devel-
opment programs.

Brother  Thomas 
Zoppo, FSC

Brother  Benedict 
Oliver, FSC

 Shortly after Vatican Council II, the 
Christian Brothers developed a special-
ized renewal program that focused on 
continuing formation for Brothers in light 
of Lasallian scholarship, the renewal of 
religious life and the emerging needs of 
the Brothers’ educational mission.  Over 
the years lay partners have been invited to 
join in part of the program to assist in the 
development of our Shared Mission.
 This year’s theme, Brothers and La-
sallians: The Word, the Mission and the 
Ministers, coincided with the conclusion 
of the Synod of Bishops that focused on 
the Word of God in the life of the Church.  
Since October, Brother Robert Schaefer, 

FSC, of Central Catholic High School in 
Pittsburgh, along with 32 other Brothers 
from 20 countries have been studying and 
reflecting on the teaching of the Synod 
and how it relates to our mission of Catho-
lic educational service to the poor.  During 
the month of February, Mr. Jeffrey Manca-
belli, Principal of St. John’s College High 
School in Washington, joined 31 other lay 
partners from throughout the interna-
tional Institute at the sessions to add to 
the depth of discussion about the needs 
and challenges facing Lasallian schools 
worldwide.  Brother Robert reports that 
the shared dialogue was a very enriching 
experience for the participants.  

2008 SERVICE AWARDS DINNER
Jubilarians Honored - Gift Presented to West Catholic

 The Crystal Tea Room in Phila-
delphia’s Wanamaker Building was 
the venue for the Christian Broth-
ers’ Third Annual Service Awards 
Dinner.  The affair honored eleven 
Brothers celebrating anniversaries 
in 2008. Brother Robert Schieler, 
FSC, recently elected member of 
the Christian Brothers General 
Council in Rome, spoke on behalf 
of the jubilarians.  Bishop Joseph 
McFadden, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Philadelphia offered the invocation 

and Mr. Harry Donahue, news an-
nouncer with KYW Radio, was the 
evening’s Master of Ceremonies.
 The three hundred and fifty-five 
guests were welcomed by West Cath-
olic students.  Musical entertainment 
was provided by a string quartet and 
by the members of the school chorus, 
under the direction of Mrs. Mary 
Maddox.   The school’s art classes 
crafted a variety of items as favors.
 Jack Follman, Chairman of the 
Friends of West Catholic, and his 

wife, Mary Pat, served as Co-Chairs 
of the event, whose proceeds from 
tickets and sponsorships would 
benefit the school.  Through their 
leadership the Dinner Commit-
tee was able to present a check 
for $91,000.00 to Brother Timothy 
Ahern, FSC, President, and Sister 
Mary Bur, IHM, Principal.  Brother 
Tim accepted the gift on behalf of 
the West Catholic community and 
expressed his gratitude to everyone 
for their extraordinary generosity.

Br. Robert Schaefer, Mr. Jeffrey Mancabelli 
and Br. Robert Schieler

CALVERT HALL  
NAMES NEW PRESIDENT

District Educators Participate In Rome Conference

BROTHER ALBERT SCHMIDT  
CELEBRATES 70TH ANNIVERSARY

Br. Patrick Phillips (left)  
and Br. Albert Schmidt

The committee thanks all those who generously supported the dinner by their attendance and sponsorships.

Mr. Bernard Freitag
Br. Joseph Grabenstein, FSC
Mr. Louis Guarrieri, Jr.
Mrs. Marita Malloy Hutchinson
Br. Joseph Juliano, FSC
Mr. George Light

Br. Timothy Ahern, FSC
Sr. Mary Bur, IHM
Br. Thomas Chadwick, FSC
Mr. Francis Crowley
Mr. Bob Devine
Mrs. Eleanor Dezzi

Mrs. Candy Markmann
Sr. Jeanne McGowan, SSJ
Ms. Helen Sheridan
Br. Kevin Stanton, FSC
Mr. Nicholas Voight

Mr. & Mrs. John P. Follman, Sr. ~ Chairpersons

Br. Dennis congratulates Br. Albert

(Photos courtesy of Br. Joseph Grabenstein, FSC and Br. James Rieck, FSC)

Mr. and Mrs. David Bartynski
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard J. Binder
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Bondi
Mrs. Dorothy M. Bondra
Mrs. Susan M. Bradley
Mr. Thomas J. Bronzert
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher M.  

Carabello
Christian Brothers Community
Mr. and Mrs. G. Edward Combs
Mrs. and Mrs. Stephen C. Conley
Conlon, Frantz, Phelan & Varma. LLP
Mr. Francis W. Connors
Mr. Albert W. Crew
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Degnan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Devine
Mr. William B. Dixon Esq.
Mr. Joseph H. Donahue
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Driscoll

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Dunleavy Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Fenningham
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Fick Jr.
Mr. Timothy J. Foley
Mr.  Joseph J. Gerngross Sr.
Mr. John P. Gillan
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Gleason
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Gordon
Mr. William Hartman
Mr. Paul Hennessy
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Higgins
Mr. and Mr. Joseph Houldin
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene P. 
 Hughes, Jr. MD
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Kean Jr.
Dr. David H. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Kelly
Mr. William W. Kuhn
Mr. and Mrs. Karl M. Kyriss

La Salle College HS-Alumni Office
La Salle High School
Ms. Jennie Leary
Linton Shafer Werfield & Garrett
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Lynch
Mr. Robert F. Mc Anespey
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mc Donough
Ms. Regina M. Mc Donough
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick A. Mc Ginley
Mr. and Mrs. Austin A. Meehan
Mr. and Mrs. C. Allen Merritt Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Louis P. Meshon Sr
Mr. and Mrs. Craig D. Mills
Mr. Douglas P. Miraglia
Mr. Anthony A. Nichols Sr
Mr. and Mrs. James S. O’Connell
Mr. and Mrs. Michael O’Donnell
Dr. and Mrs. John J. O’Hara
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Osborne

Mrs. Donna Palmieri
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore M. Pappas
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Pohlhaus
Mr. David G. Porter
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Ricci
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rilling
Mr. Robert V. Rossi
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Sass Jr.
Sisters of St. Joseph of Chestnut Hill
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Slanina
Mr. Lawrence W. Spellman
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Ternosky
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin J. Ventresca
Mr. and Mrs. Peter G. Vizza
Mr. Charles J. Walsh
Dr. Eugene Whitaker DMD
Dr. Philip M. Wildenhain & Dr. Sarah 

L. Wildenhain

We sincerely regret the omission in our 2008 Annual Report of the names of the following donors  
whose generosity should have included them in our Saint Mutien Marie club $500-$999.

ALUMNI VISIT AMMENDALE
 It was Valentine’s Day with an Irish twist as a group of Calvert Hall 
alumni, along with several of their wives and friends, paid a visit to the 
Brothers retirement community in Ammendale.  The Brothers welcomed 
their guests, along with several Brothers from area communities to a Mass 
celebrated by Father Jack O’Hara, of Arlington, VA.  A social followed, with 
hors d’oeuvres provided by Shawn 
Casserly’s catering service.  Lively con-
versation continued as the group of 
some forty people sat down to a deli-
cious surf and turf meal.  After dinner, 
Brendan Pelan, an Irish born vocalist 
and guitarist, entertained Brothers and 
guests with an array of Celtic melodies.  
Brother John McErlean, Director of La 
Salle Hall expressed the gratitude of 
the community to the CHC alumni, 
Brendan Pelan and Father O’Hara for 
an enjoyable and memorable evening.

 A Discovery Retreat for young men in high 
school who are considering the Christian Broth-
ers as a possible vocation was held in Pittsburgh, 
PA  in late January.  Five young men from Central 
Catholic High School and one from De La Salle 
Oaklands in Toronto gathered at La Roche College 
for the three day retreat.  Daily activities consisted 
of prayer and reflection, input from various broth-
ers, and an experience at an inner city Catholic 
grade school.  Speakers included Brother Edward 
Hofmann, Vocation Director for the Baltimore 
Province, and Central Catholic teachers, Brothers 
Robert Peach and Peter Nguyen, each of whom 
spoke on their vocation stories.  Brother Timothy 
Dean, Lasallian Animator for the St. Gabriel’s Hall 
System in Philadelphia, gave an excellent confer-
ence on the challenges that St. John Baptist de La 
Salle faced in founding and guiding the Brothers 
of the Christian Schools during his life.  The re-
treat concluded with an invitation to the young 
men to consider the Aspirancy Program, which 
would allow them the opportunity to continue to 
explore the life and work of the Brothers as they 
move on to college. In this program a candidate 
would meet with a Brother periodically for dis-
cussion and guidance, and also have a chance to 
visit our communities and attend gatherings with 
other aspirants during the year.   

By Brother Michael Andrejko, FSC, Director 
of Campus Ministry at Central Catholic HS

Students Explore Religious Life

Brothers with students participating in a January 
Discovery Retreat in Pittsburgh, as advertised. Brothers Kevin Erb and Patrick 

Power listen to an Irish ballad.

 The West Catholic Boys Class of 1958 celebrated their 50th anniversa-
ry of graduation with a variety of well attended activities. A highlight of 
their reunion dinner was the presentation by Co-Chairs Frank Adolph 
and Rich Buzza of a check for $20,000 to Brother Timothy Ahern.  The 
gift has been designated for the Tuition Assistance Scholarship fund.  It 
was welcomed as a wonderful expression of appreciation for the bless-
ings of their education, one that will now benefit another generation of 
students.  Several weeks later, at West’s Annual Alumni Communion 
Breakfast, the class presented a second gift, this one in the form of a 
$1,000 check to the Baltimore 
Province for the retirement 
needs of the Christian Broth-
ers.  We are extremely grate-
ful to these loyal grads for 
theise generous gestures on 
behalf of their Alma Mater 
and former teachers.  “And we 
always will remember our old 
Alma Mater dear ~ Honor to 
West Catholic High.”

CLASS OF ‘58 REMEMBERS WEST & THE BROTHERS

Frank Adolph presents a check to Br. Keun 
Stanton on behalf of the  Class of ‘58.



Grant them eternal rest, Lord.

Brother Lewis Mullin, FSC
Brother Lewis died in his 81st  year on October 19, 
2008 at Holy Cross Nursing Home.
Brother Lewis entered the Brothers after his 
graduation from West Catholic in 1945.  After 
earning his undergraduate degree at The 
Catholic University he subsequently received 
a Masters Degree from Temple University.  In 
the course of his 63 years as a Christian Broth-
er he served at St. John’s,    La Salle-Immacula-

ta, Central Catholic, La Salle High, La Salle University, Hudson 
Catholic, and Archbishop Carroll.  In his homily, his classmate, 
Brother Edward Gallagher, recalled that Brother Lewis had an 
abiding love for Holy Scripture, especially for the writings of St. 
John.  As a result of his studies in this area he became associ-
ated with Father Raymond Brown, SS, the renowned scripture 
scholar.  For several summers he hosted the Brown Symposium 
at La Salle University.  It was also noted that as a teacher and 
guidance counselor Brother Lewis took great interest in his stu-
dents, especially with those who might be struggling in their 
schoolwork or with personal problems, and that in doing so he 
reflected those qualities of a good shepherd which St. La Salle 
said should be characteristic of a Brother.  Poor health necessi-
tated Brother Lewis’ retirement in 1993, after which he resided at 
La Salle University and La Salle Hall, Ammendale.

Brother Michael Phillips, FSC
Brother Michael died in his 96th year on November 
3, 2008 at De La Salle Hall, Lincroft, NJ.
A native of Johnstown, PA, Brother Michael 
was the oldest Brother in the United States 
at the time of his death. During his 78 years 
as a Brother he served at West Catholic, St. 
John’s and St. Francis Vocational School, but 
the majority of his active years were spent 
in District service at Ammendale (29 years) 

and on the staff of Central Catholic High School (23 years).  For 
many summers he was very popular among the children who 
attended Camp Ammendale.  He would eventually retire on that 
same property in 1993.  Even after declining health necessitated 
a transfer to our infirmary in New Jersey in 2004, Brother Mi-
chael’s ready smile and good nature had a positive impact on the 
life of the De La Salle Hall Community.  At the funeral service 
Brother Kevin Erb recalled that Brother Michael was always at-
tentive to the care of the more infirm members of the commu-
nity, and that he would also play the piano at nursing homes in 
the area in an effort to uplift the spirits of the residents. 

Brother William Quaintance, FSC
Brother William died in his 76th year at the Vincen-
tian Fathers’ Infirmary on January 21, 2009.
Brother William entered the Brothers Novi-
tiate after his graduation from La Salle High 
School in 1950.  After receiving a BA from 
La Salle University he embarked on 55 years 
of educational  service that included assign-
ments at our child care institutions (St. Fran-
cis Vocational School, St. Gabriel’s Hall), high 

schools (La Salle, St. John’s, Archbishop Carroll), La Salle Univer-
sity, and at the Christian Brothers National Office.  In his early 
years he also earned a Masters in Theology at La Salle University 
and a Doctorate in Education from Temple University.   As Broth-
er Arthur Bangs observed at the funeral Mass, Brother Bill had 
a great love of history and a flair for writing.  The Brothers are 
particularly indebted to him for an article entitled, “A Century 
of Service ~ The Life of Brother Erminus Joseph,” the legendary 
Director of Novices in the Baltimore District.  Brother Bill’s final 
illness lasted just two months, during which time, as Brother Ar-
thur recalled, “we witnessed a wonderful resignation to God’s 
will and a marvelous equanimity of spirit ~ his last testimony 
for all of us to learn.”

 The spiritual life of the Brothers in resi-
dence at the Baltimore District’s main re-
tirement home in “Ammendale” Maryland, 
is greatly enriched by the faithful service 
of several priests.  Brother John McErlean, 
FSC, Director of the community, expresses 
their appreciation: “We are truly blessed to 
celebrate Mass in community several times a 
week in addition to our weekend liturgy.  Our 
chaplains support and enhance our common 
life by the generous gift of their priesthood 
and personalities.”  
 Bishop Joseph McFadden, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, 
has graciously presided at the annual bless-
ing of the Brothers’ graves on Holy Souls Day, 
after which he has celebrated a memorial 
Mass for the Brothers and the deceased mem-
bers of the St. La Salle Auxiliary.  A graduate 
of St. Thomas More HS, Bishop McFadden 
has been a close friend of the Brothers since 
his days as a Religion teacher and basketball 
coach at West Catholic before entering the 
seminary.
 Father Brian Fox, SSJ, is Rector of  the Jo-
sephite Fathers Seminary in Washington, DC.  
In addition to a missionary assignment in Ni-
geria, the native New Yorker has also served 
his community in Texas and Alabama.
 Father Richard Hilgartner is a graduate 
of Calvert Hall and a priest of the Archdio-
cese of Baltimore.  He is currently Associ-
ate Director for the Secretariate for the Lit-
urgy with the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in Washington, DC.  He had previ-
ously been the chaplain at Mt. Saint Mary’s  
College.
 Father Howard Johnson, a priest of the 
Diocese of Jackson, MS, is a retired U.S. Army 
chaplain.  He  has been associated with the 
Ammendale community for many years and 
is currently in residence at St. Joseph’s Semi-
nary in Washington.
 Father Daniel Kutys, was Director of Reli-
gious Education for the Archdiocese of Phila-
delphia before assuming his current post as 
Executive Director of the Office for the Cat-
echism with the U.S Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in Washington, DC.  He is a graduate 
of Cardinal O’Hara HS.
 Father Jack O’Hara, a priest of the Diocese 
of  Arlington (VA), currently serves as Asso-
ciate Pastor of St. Charles Borremeo Parish in 
Arlington.  A graduate of Bishop O’Connell 
HS, his priestly ministry has also included 
several years of service in the Dominican Re-
public.
 Father Rocco Puopolo, SX, is a member 
of the Xaverian Missionaries and is currently 
the Executive Director of the African Faith 
& Justice Network in Washington, DC.  A 
native of Massachusetts, he served his com-
munity for many years in Sierra Leone, West 
Africa.

Ad Multos Annos!

LASALLE HALL CHAPLAINS  
GREATLY APPRECIATED

Bishop Joseph McFadden

Fr. Brian Fox, SSJ

Fr. Richard Hilgartner

Fr. Howard Johnson

Fr. Daniel Kutys

Fr. Jack O’Hara

Fr. Rocco Puopolo, SX

 Though you will be reading this article 
early in 2009, I am sitting down at what 
passes for a typewriter in this technologi-
cal age on December 26th, Boxing Day in 
Canada, where for a time I hung my hat, 
and throughout what used to be referred 
to as the British Empire.  I say this only to 
put my commentary in the context of the 
Christmas Season, a time of great hope 
commemorating God’s gift of Himself 
through the miracle of the Nativity.  You 
all know St. Luke’s accounting very well, 
especially the drama of the birth of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the stable 
at Bethlehem because there was no room 
in the inn.
 Well during this frightful year just end-
ing, the Christian Brothers have come to a 
similar place and concluded that we have 
run out of room at our “inn”, the retirement 
community and residence at La Salle Hall, 
Ammendale, located at Beltsville, Mary-
land.  
 This facility, designed for independent 
living but transformed as planned over the 
years to an assisted as needed living envi-
ronment complete with nursing and other 
assistance, replaced its entirely inadequate 
predecessor and opened its doors in Oc-
tober, 1994.  It has been a great blessing to 
our Senior Brothers, but now the twenty-

two bedroom “inn” is 
full.  Like all religious 
institutes, our average 
age has increased by 
nearly the same num-
ber of years that have 
intervened.  And, the 
Br o t h e r s  pr e f e r r e d 
policy of “retirement 
in place” is more and 

more challenged by community houses at 
most apostolates, some of which we don’t 
“own”, and which are not ‘senior friendly’.   
Those who monitor the norms of the Amer-
icans With Disabilities Act would not be 
pleased to find some of our most venerable 
confreres, the Senior Brothers, coping as 
best they can in such environments.  They 
deserve and need better.  So, in this year 
2009 we plan to increase the capacity at La 
Salle Hall by the construction of a new ad-
dition.
 We’ll have more to say about the ad-
dition in the next edition, but first a little 
history.  When the high school preparatory 
community or Juniorate was closed and 
the Novitiate was moved to Pittsburgh in 
the mid 1960s, the retired Brothers (then 
known lovingly and universally through-
out the Institute as the “Holy Family Com-
munity”, another Christmas connection) 
were left by themselves in the immense 
Novitiate Building constructed in the 
1880s.  Maintenance of such a large and 
nearly empty building for this commu-
nity was impractical and they were moved 
across the road into the 1920s era Juniorate 
Building, the original La Salle Hall at Am-
mendale.                                           
 Because of the haste of this move only 
minimal renovations were made to the Ju-
niorate.  A kitchen was constructed in the 
physics laboratory and a dining room in 
the chem lab.   The two dormitories were 
converted to less than adequate private 
bedrooms with paper thin walls and with-
out en suite facilities; even the oldest men 
had to line up at the row of sinks formerly 
used by teenagers, and trundle down the 
cold stone floors and corridors to the lava-
tories.  Yet, as District Treasurer from 1979-

1994, I never once heard them complain.   
I knew all along, however, that they need-
ed and deserved better.  When adequate 
retirement funds began to be available as 
we sold off part of the excess 400 acres at 
Ammendale and developed the Ammen-
dale Business Campus, plans started for 
a new La Salle Hall.  The District Chapter 
held in the summer of 1988 gave its approv-
al for the construction of a new retirement 
house.  Due to a series of time consuming 
and expensive setbacks dealing mostly 
with zoning issues, some of which had to 
be resolved in the Court of Special Appeals 
and the Legislature of the State of Mary-
land, construction didn’t begin until the 
second half of 1992.
 As frustrating as it was, the wait turned 
out to be somewhat of a blessing as it al-
lowed us the time to go into an in-depth 
review of the planning details and archi-
tectural renderings to make certain that, 
unlike some other past building projects of 
the Brothers, we got it right.  I believe we 
did, but as Paul Harvey would say that is 
the rest of the story and will have to await 
the next edition of Visions.

By Brother John Patzwall, FSC,  
Assistant Project Director, De La Salle East.

NO ROOM IN THE “INN”

Saturday, October 17, 2009 
THE CRYSTAL TEA ROOM - WANAMAKER BUILDING

Honoring our 2009 Brother Jubilarians

The Christian Brothers’ Service Awards Dinner

Save the Date
65 Years:

Br. Daniel Burke, FSC
Br. Emery Mollenhauer, FSC

60 Years:
Br. Arthur Bangs, FSC

Br. Colman Coogan, FSC
Br. Kevin Strong, FSC

50 Years:
Br. Miguel Campos, FSC
Br. Dominic Smith, FSC
Br. Joseph Willard, FSC

Proceeds to benefit the addition of eight residential units at La Salle Hall,  
the Christian Brothers’ retirement home in “Ammendale” Maryland


