
LIFE OF THE SAN MIGUEL SCHOOLS

“We were well prepared,” exclaimed Glaneysha, on a visit to La 
Salle Academy, her previous school. She felt sincerely that her edu-
cation there put her well ahead of the curve when she entered high 
school. Such a comment defines the existence of the San Miguel 
Schools. 

The simple maxim education will break the cycle of poverty and 
the teachings of Saint John Baptist De La Salle form the guiding 
principles of the San Miguel Schools. Twenty-five years ago, these 
schools were merely a dream of giving struggling youth an educa-
tion and a future. Today they have blossomed into a national net-
work of ministries, with District of Eastern North America loca-
tions in Providence, RI, Washington D.C., Buffalo NY, Freeport, 
Long Island and Philadelphia, PA. Students and educators take on 
the successes and challenges inherent in this model of education, 
and kindle the hopes and future dreams of young people from 
some of the poorest circumstances.  

David Palank, Principal of the San Miguel School in Washing-
ton, said 2014 saw 23 graduates, the largest outgoing class the 
school has had since it opened in 2002.  Each of these “Miguel 
Men” was awarded significant financial aid and was accepted into 

various private and Catholic schools, including Don Bosco Cristo 
Rey, Archbishop Carroll High School, and DENA’s St. John’s Col-
lege High School. At 22 year old San Miguel Providence, Amy 
Majewski, Coordinator of Community Relations, said 90% of San 
Miguel students finish high school and 70% graduate college. 

Sister Jeanne McGowan, SSJ, President of La Salle Academy of 
Philadelphia, which opened in 2003, said 58 recent graduates are 
in high school, with two attending Milton Hershey School, a re-
nowned private institute that provides free tuition and housing for 
students from low income families. La Salle Academy serves the 
“poorest of the poor.” The average income for families of new stu-
dents is under $19,000; 67% of the students are from single-parent 
homes, while 5% have one parent incarcerated. By relying on the 
support of donors and grants, La Salle Academy can ask families 
to pay only $250 a year in tuition – less than 1% of the school’s 
operating budget. Many of these children, starting the Academy 
in the 3rd grade, have below average scores in reading and math. 
Over a 6 year period at La Salle Academy, these same children see 
a 20 point average increase in Terra Nova Scores, learning not only 
math, science, and reading, but compassion, courtesy, respect, and 
confidence as well. 
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“You would be amazed what the other students don’t know.”

continued on page 4
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Br. Ernesto Dominguez, FSC, serves as a cafete-
ria moderator, interacting with the youngest stu-

dents at La Salle Academy, Philadelphia, while 
keeping lunchtime orderly and on schedule.
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Dear Friends,

November is a transitional month for us. The warmth of sum-
mer and the early fall is gone. Each day our hours of light grow 
shorter, and our days grow a little cooler. It seems naturally a more 
reflective time of the year. 

In the liturgical life of the Church, November is also a reflective 
and transitional time from one Church year to another. All Saints 
Day and All Souls Day, recall all our “holy spirits,” those rec-
ognized by the Church as Saints and the rest of the “faithfully de-
parted.” These days, in “the Communion of Saints,” we celebrate 
our living bond with loved ones who have passed from this life. They 
also remind us of our own fullness of communion in Jesus that is yet 
to come! 

Since our last Lasallian Visions in June, there are also rich transi-
tions and reflections to share and celebrate with you. We are proud 
to report the election of “one of our own,” Brother Robert Schieler, 
as Superior General of the Brothers of the Christian Schools and 
27th successor to Saint John Baptist de La Salle. 

We highlight, with great pride, 34 Jubilarian Brothers who 
have devoted 1,780 years of service to the Lasallian mission!  
We give thanks for the deepening commitment of two of our young-
est members, Brother David Deradoorian who pronounced first 

vows, and Brother Ernesto Dominquez who 
made First Promises. And, we rejoice with eight 
of our Brothers whom we now number among 
the “faithfully departed” and count on for their 
intercession!

At the close of this Church year later this 
month, on the Feast of Christ the King, we 
are challenged in Matthew’s gospel to keep 
our hearts set on our commitment to God, in 
Christ, and to one another, especially to the 
“least of these.” In this spirit I invite you to 
help us make a Lasallian education available to our San Miguel 
students by making a gift in the envelope enclosed.

Thank you for your faithfulness to us and to our shared Lasallian 
mission, which is the Lord’s own work!

Live Jesus in our hearts!

Brother Dennis Malloy, FSC
Provincial/Visitor of DENA
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DENA BROTHER NAMED SUPERIOR GENERAL
Parmenie, France, was a place of refuge and re-examination for Saint John Baptist de 

La Salle only to be interrupted by the Brothers who ordered him back to Paris to again 
take up the leadership of this fledgling mission.

In the words of a very wise Brother at this year’s 45th 
General Chapter, “It is time now to leave our Parme-
nie and return to our Brothers and Partners—to take up 
again with them our mission in the noise of the city!”

Reflecting on the work of the Chapter, strong threads 
emerged that will guide our Institute for the next 7 years: the integral sig-
nificance of evangelization and catechesis for Brothers’ lives and mission; a 
deepened commitment to provide a human and Christian education to the 
poor; a greater call to go beyond our borders geographically and metaphori-
cally; the internationality of the Brothers’ vocation which allows them to be 
called and sent to those places where we are most needed; and the courage to 
be more open to the Spirit in recognizing and promoting the vocation of our 
Lasallian Partners with whom we are associated in this mission and charism.

Having completed the Acts of the Chapter and the revision of The Rule, 
the 45th General Chapter came to a close with an inspiring final presenta-
tion from the new Superior General Br. Robert Schieler, FSC, the District 
of Eastern North America’s very own originally from Philadelphia. 

Keeping all Lasallians in their thoughts, the Brother delegates shared 
prayers of thanksgiving and praise, and through the symbolic tying of col-
ored ribbons around the Parmenie cross, sent blessings forth to all who share 
in the Lasallian Mission. 

Br. Robert Schieler, FSC, 
stands before the Brothers 
of the General Chapter, as 
the new Superior General at 
the Motherhouse in Rome.
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Narragansett, RI

Just Try It On
Know someone who may be interested  
in the Brothers of the Christian Schools?

www.fscDENA.org/vocation
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SUMMER OF DISCERNMENT AND COMMITMENT
The summer of 2014 was a season of vocation exploration, as young men associated 

with our District continued to follow their call with the Brothers of the Christian Schools.

David Muñoz — along with Stevens Guillaume, 
Francis Adu, and Richard Esposito — man-
aged summer classes at La Salle Academy in 
Manhattan. Muñoz, a Freshman this fall at La 
Salle University in Philadelphia, has regularly 
volunteered in his community and hopes to 
become a teacher. He felt inspired by the work 
of the Christian Brothers to learn more about 
the vocation. “The experience,” he said, “lets 
me get a better sense of what the Brothers do 
and how they live.” 

The discernment of 
Ernesto “Junior” 
Dominguez led 
him to take the 
first formal step 
into the Brothers’ 
religious life and 
requested entrance 
to the Jeremy 
House Postulancy 
in Philadelphia. Br. 
Richard Buccina, 
FSC, Director of 
the Postulancy, for-
mally accepted.

Brother David Deradoorian (second from right), having completed his Novitiate year in Napa 
and having received his habit a year ago, professed First Vows and is now an officially recog-
nized Brother of the Christian Schools.
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LIFE OF THE SAN MIGUEL SCHOOLS (CONTINUED FROM COVER)

BROTHER
JUBILARIANS

These programs and the ability of the schools to offer low or free 
tuition to financially struggling families are made possible by do-
nations from sponsors in each local community and DENA’s Saint 
John Baptist De La Salle Fund. Majewski described how sponsored 
students maintain an “active relationship” with their supporters by 
sending letters and photos describing their progress throughout 
the year as well as inviting them to awards ceremonies and gradu-
ations. “A lot of [the students],” said Amy, “will say, ‘it’s great to 
have somebody who believes in me.’” Palank said donors can sit 
in on classes and talk to students and are invited to receptions 
to thank them for their special support of students.   Many of 
the Philadelphia La Salle Academy trustees 
go on trips with the students and one bene-
factor hosts an annual Thanksgiving dinner 
for all the students and their families – 350 
people in all.

Over the past year, schools in the San 
Miguel Network have incorporated new 
programs to boost student achievement.

•  The DC school adopted Performance 
Series Testing that pinpoints specific ar-
eas in which students may be struggling 
and incorporates the data into weekly 
meetings among the teachers in each sub-
ject area to discuss ways to improve instruction.

•  The Providence school hosts a peer mentor program in which 
8th graders and students from surrounding colleges meet with 
the younger students to help with school work or just spend 
time.

•  Back in Philadelphia, Sister Jeanne said students are given as-

sessments three times a year. The results are channeled into 
individual learning paths known as W.I.N. (What I Need) 
that focus on areas of difficulty. The Healthy News journalism 
program has students conduct interviews and write articles on 
healthy lifestyles and wellness, that are published in book for-
mat.

Kevin Ventura, a 7th grader from DC, enjoys the options the 
school provides for clubs, sports, and books. He is also especially 
proud of his notable grade improvement and is grateful for the 
support of his counselor, Brother Joe, and his tutors. He plans to 

attend DeMatha Catholic High School, 
then the University of Maryland.  

Also from DC is 8th grader Oscar 
Pineda, who says his education has al-
lowed him to do things he never thought 
he could. The most important lesson he 
has taken from his time at San Miguel 
is in self-confidence: “The less I listen 
to people who put me down,” he said, 
“the more likely I will succeed.” He is 
considering Don Bosco Cristo Rey High 
School and studying to be a mechanical 
engineer. 

Christopher Watson and Alanna Mick-
ens, both starting the 8th grade at Philadelphia, have attended the 
school since the 3rd grade. Christopher is grateful for his Catholic 
education and is pursuing a career in the sciences. Alanna called La 
Salle Academy a ““second home” and wants to attend either NYU 
or Julliard to study journalism and marketing. She quickly added, 
“I think that anybody who gets the opportunity to attend this 
school should take it. It will benefit them for the rest of their lives.”

Family involvement is important; volunteerism helps  
create a loving school community and keeps parents 
more involved in their student’s education.

As a counselor at the San Miguel School, Wash-
ington, DC, Br. Joseph Mahon, FSC, accompanies 
the young men in their education, and helps 
prepare them for their future in high school.
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LASALLIAN YOUTH ASSEMBLY 20 YEARS

More than 100 students and moderators gathered at La Salle University for the 20th annual 
Lasallian Youth Assembly. A truly international experience with DENA Lasallians from De La 
Salle College in Toronto, and Italian Lasallians from Collegio San Giuseppe 
in Rome, 14 schools and parishes in total participated this July. 

The young Lasallians answered the Assembly theme of “Here I Am Lord” 
by engaging in service throughout the city of Philadelphia with 10 non-prof-
it organizations and sites, bettering the community. Throughout the week-
long assembly, students were compelled to examine the spiritual implications 
of service, and were encouraged to be advocates, especially in light of the 
humanitarian issues inherit in the U.S. immigration/border crisis. Dubbed 
“Generation H” by former Superior General Br. Álvaro, the Generation of 
Hope joined together in prayer, discernment, advocacy, and service, while 
growing in Lasallian association.

FRONT BACK

SLEEVE

FACE OF THE FUND:

MEET IBRAHIM NASEER
Ibrahim Naseer graduated from Nativi-

tyMiguel Middle School of Buffalo, St. Au-
gustine Campus in 2013, and is now a soph-
omore at St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute in 
Buffalo.

When Naseer (Nas for short) came to St. 
Augustine in 7th grade, he found himself 
close to failing in the first marking period. 
When he realized his teachers were pushing 
him to work to his full potential, his attitude 
changed, and he earned a place on the honor roll and the opportunity 
to attend St. Joe’s. 

Nas chose St. Joe’s because he saw the older students as role models 
who could help him become a better leader. He was impressed with the 
high expectations the teachers have for their students, and believed 
they would lead him on the path to success. Freshman year brought 
Nas some well-deserved attention on the athletic field along with the 
encouragement and support he needed to do well in the classroom. Nas 
and his mom are both grateful for his opportunity to attend SJCI, made 
possible by the St. John Baptist de La Salle Fund.

THE ST. JOHN BAPTIST DE LA SALLE FUND 
seeks to ensure a Lasallian Christian Brothers 
Education is available and accessible to students 
most in need. Through an initial program of 
student sponsorship and a growing program of 
grants to identified schools, Brother Directors of 

the fund can 
provide financial 
support (tuition 
assistance) for 
students to 
attend a Lasallian 
school. 

In this academic 
year, and with 

your support, we will provide $440,840 to 10 
schools in DENA. Others are welcome to join the 
Brothers in this specially-dedicated fund which 
continues to grow each year.

S T.  J O H N  B A P T I S T

DE LA SALLE

FUND
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Br. Amian Paul Goodwin, FSC
1936-2014

Brother Paul lived most of his life in New York, the state 
in which he was born on July 3, 1936, as Donald Gerard 
Goodwin. He attended the Barrytown Novitiate on February 
14, 1954, received the Religious Habit and Name, Brother 
Amian Paul, in May, and pronounced his Perpetual Vows in 
1961.  Brother Paul worked for five years at Mater Christi 
High School, Queens, before arriving at La Salle Military 
Academy where he served as teacher, principal, and academic 
dean. Brother Paul’s good friend of 45 years, Michael McK-

enery spoke of Brother Paul’s incredible memory which could recount quotes 
from both Old and New Testament down to the very line and verse. Brother 
Michael added a quote from Bryan Maguire, Class of ’67, “Brother Paul con-
tinued to teach right to the very end. He taught us how to live and he taught 
us how to die.”

Br. Martin O’Connell, FSC
1920-2014

Brother Martin entered the Aurora Novitiate at the age 
of 18. He pronounced his Perpetual Vows on August 24, 
1945. After beginning his teaching career at St. Patrick High 
School, Quebec City, Brother Martin continued in De La 
Salle High School, Christian Brothers Center Juniorate, 
Christian Brothers Center Scholasticate, St. Joseph’s Col-
lege and others. He attended a second novitiate in Rome, 
after which he served as bursar at O’Connor House and De 
La Salle Manor. Brother Domenic Viggiani, speaking of his 

leadership and education, said of Brother Martin, “There was no position he 
didn’t occupy and no service he wasn’t prepared to give.” 

Br. Patrick Phillips, FSC
1917-2014

Brother Patrick entered the Ammendale, MD, Ju-
niorate on August 30, 1932, and the Novitiate on June 
18, 1935. He receive the Religious Habit and his name, 
Brother Gabriel of Mary, on September 7, 1935 He 
pronounced his Perpetual Vows in Ammendale, MD, 
in 1942. A teacher throughout his life, Brother Patrick 
worked both in the United States and in Canada. His 
work spanned seven decades amidst war and social up-
heaval, always focused on the young men who needed 

guidance and the reassurance of God’s love. Brother Timothy Ahern, in 
the eulogy for Brother Patrick, stated, “Pat touched their hearts in ways 
that only they and their God would remember.”

Br. Robert Eckenrode, FSC
1924-2014

Born Robert Francis Eckenrode in Baltimore, MD, on Oc-
tober 15, 1924, Brother entered the Ammendale, MD, Novi-
tiate on June 29, 1942, immediately after he graduated from 
Calvert Hall College High School. He received the Religious 
Habit and Name, Brother Finian of Mary, and pronounced 
his Perpetual Vows in Ocean City, NJ in 1949.  Brother Rob-
ert spent two decades of his career as a teacher, going on to 
earn a Master’s degree, before serving almost four decades as 
staff at the Auxiliary Office in Ammendale. Brother Robert’s 
nephew Joseph, remarked about Brother that “Brother was true to his Cre-
ator and to himself. His memory will live in our hearts forever.”

Brother William Batt, FSC
1931-2014

A native of Buffalo, NY, Brother William received the 
Religious Habit and Name Brother Conrad William on 
September 7, 1949 and pronounced his Perpetual Vows 
in Barrytown in 1956. More than any institute during his 
56 year teaching career, Manhattan College was his home. 
He transitioned from bio-chemical research to Chemistry 
professor and Chemistry chair, later moving on the School of Business and 
obtaining both an MBA and theology degree. Of Brother William’s time as 
Director of Admissions for Manhattan College, close friend and math profes-
sor Tom Smith commended him for his monumental contributions.

Brother Talbot Ramsbottom, FSC
1932-2014

Brother Talbot spent over thirty years in education, 
mainly as a biology teacher, but also as Vice Principal 
of La Salle College High School. He entered the Am-
mendale, MD, Novitiate on June 15, 1959, received the 
Religious Habit and name Brother Raymond Talbot, on 
September 7, 1959. He pronounced his Perpetual Vows 
in Philadelphia, PA, on August 19, 1965.  Brother went 
beyond simple lecturing for his teaching style, prefer-
ring to add personal stories and insight to his lessons to 
help students better retain and relate to the material. He 
always made time for students and close friends. His close friend, Charles 
T. Lo Presto, Ph.D., stated that what he remembered most about Brother 
Talbot was his joyful nature and the happiness he brought to others.

Br. Patrick Dowd, FSC
1919-2014

Brother Patrick joined the Brotherhood early, entering 
the Barrytown Juniorate on February 4, 1934, and the No-
vitiate three years later, when he took the Religious Habit 
and name, Brother Cormac Patrick. He pronounced his 
Perpetual Vows in Oakdale, Long Island, NY, in 1944.  
His love and understanding of math and science were un-
matched, which made for very effective teaching. His teach-
ing career centered mainly around New York and New Jersey, including the 
role of principal and director for places such as St. Jerome’s School, The De 
La Salle Institute , NY, Queen of Peace High School, and Paramus Catholic 
High School. Brother Patrick’s zeal for life is the gift he leaves us to pass on 
to others. 

Brother Joseph Gerry, FSC
1932 - 2014

Donald McLane Gerry was born in Washington, D.C. 
on August 3, 1932. He entered the Ammendale Novitiate 
at 18, received his religious name, Brother Felician Joseph 
on September 7, 1950, and pronounced his Perpetual Vows 
in Ocean City, NJ, in 1957. Brother Joseph worked as a 
teacher and resident throughout Maryland and Pennsyl-
vania, leading a quiet life mostly given to intellectual soli-
tude. He mastered several languages including Latin, Greek, 
and French. Brother Colman speaking of Brother Joseph, 

credited him with “perseverance in sickness, courage in the face of failure, 
community-centeredness, and a faith-filled confidence in God’s will for him.” 

REMEMBERING THE BROTHERS WE HAVE LOST
Full obituaries and eulogies available online at www.fscdena.orgTransitions
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TWINNING SUMMIT STRENGTHENS 
AFRICAN CONNECTION

This summer, six 
DENA delegates trav-
eled to Kenya to ex-
plore with Lasallians 
of the Lwanga District 
ways to strengthen the 
Twinning program. 
La Salle School’s Ex-
ecutive Director, Mr. 
Bill Wolff provides 
this reflection.

“One thing that is 
now so clear to me 
about Africa is the 
enormity of things. 
The continent is 
large, the distances 
to be traveled are sig-
nificant, the vistas are 
expansive and breath-
taking, the extent of 
poverty is staggering, 
and the enthusiasm 

and beauty of the people is immense. In the midst of this grand 
scale, the remarkable work I witnessed is on the same, intimate 
scale it is everywhere Lasallian education is present - one child, 
one person, one family, at a time. 

Since Kenya has a system of national exams, every school is 
ranked based on student performance. The Lasallian Schools 
are well known as among the highest ranking academic schools 
in the country, despite the difficult challenges the students face, 
and the struggle the programs have with securing adequate 
funding. In many cases, Twinning funds support scholarship 
programs so that otherwise qualified and capable young people, 
who are without sufficient resources, can attend a good Lasal-
lian school. 

Having seen for myself the impact the funds raised through 
Twinning have on Kenyan children and young adults, I encour-
age all of the ministries in America to examine opportunities 
they have to both learn more about their “Twin” school and to 
whatever degree possible, increase the funds raised in support 
of that program.

LA SALLE SCHOOL ALBANY:
AGENT OF HEALING FOR 160 YEARS 

Founded by the Brothers as St. Vincent’s Male Orphan Asy-
lum in 1854, La Salle School on Western Avenue in Albany, 
New York, has morphed over its 160 year history to meet the 
needs of youth and families. Today, La Salle School is a multi-
faceted human services agency. Young men in jeopardy due to 
serious concerns for safety, well-being, and permanency are re-
ferred to the school by New York State governmental agencies 
responsible for youth and families. 

With an emphasis on enhanced educational development, 
aftercare programming, and prevention services, as well as of-
fering residential treatment services, La Salle School cares for 
over 250 youth and their families each day. The La Salle School 
family celebrated their history of care on September 19, 2014, 
with a commemorative bash, complete with food and fun, as 
well as program tours and open houses, and demonstrations by 
students of their accomplishments. 

“Every day you hear about some hardship, or some situation 
that a youngster has had to survive and many of those young-
sters end up here,” said Anne Moscinski, La Salle School’s As-
sociate Executive Director. “We’re really proud that we’ve been 
here on this spot [Western Avenue] all of this time doing what-
ever it is that kids and families at that moment in history have 
needed.” 

A NEW AFFILIATED MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE 

For the last 20 years, La Salle School in Al-
bany has continued to grow and change to 
meet the needs of children and families in 
crisis, in large part to the leadership of its Ex-
ecutive Director, William “Bill” Wolff. The 
school’s Christian Brothers community led by 
Br. Richard Leo McAlice, petitioned the Insti-
tute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools in 

Rome to make Bill an affiliated member, citing his unwavering 
commitment to the Lasallian Mission, acting as a Brother in his 
dedication and example. Approved in April by Brother Superior 
and his Council, a Mass was hosted at La Salle School on June 
13, 2014, during which the Letters of Affiliation were presented 
to Bill. His wife Barbara, daughter Rachel, the Christian Broth-
ers Academy and La Salle Institute color guards, joined the 
Christian Brothers of the Capital District and other Lasallians 
in the celebration. Congratulations, and may Jesus continue to 
live in your heart, Mr. William Wolff, AFSC! 

Students and staff at La Salle School Albany celebrate 160 years.

A young student in the “Ju-
niors” program at St. Mary’s 
Boys Secondary School.

St. Mary’s Boys Secondary School morning assembly, and Headmaster 
Br. Peter Kombe, FSC, greets Maryann Donohue-Lynch, and the Twinning 
Summit delegates.
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THE DE LA SALLE WINDOWS 
OF BARRYTOWN, NY

In partnership with Manhattan College, the District 
is saving and preserving a collection of stained glass 
windows depicting scenes from the life of Saint John 
Baptist De La Salle, from his childhood in Reims to his 
death and subsequent glorification in heaven. 

These windows — 10 in all — were created in the 
early 1900s by Mazuet & Sons, father and son artisans 
based in Bayuex, France. The windows were originally 
installed in the Brothers Novitiate in Pocantico Hills, 
NY, in 1907 and moved to the Brothers Novitiate in 
Barrytown, NY, where many of our current Brothers 
began their vocational journey and received inspiration 
from the beauty of the windows. After their removal, 
restoration and transportation, the windows will be in-
stalled  as the centerpiece in Manhattan College’s Cha-
pel of De La Salle and His Brothers. 

Properly preserved, future generations of Lasallians 
will be inspired and hear a similar call to service as our 
Brothers did during their time at Pocantico Hills and 
Barrytown.

Learn more about this project and  
make a donation at www.fscDENA.org
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