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HAITI SOLIDARITY
AN EARTHQUAKE, A TENT (FOR NOW) AND A SCHOOL FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE

A Haitian woman shared the words above. She stood out-
side a tent where she had just assisted in the birth of a baby girl 
born into Cazeau, the poor neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, 
where dogs and goats roam free, where a garbage heap meets 
you as you enter the neighborhood, and 
where the prospect of education, clean water, 
and adequate health care are what dreams are 
made of. This is a scene from June, 2013. The 
island nation of Haiti, the poorest nation in 
the western hemisphere, is still recovering 
from the earthquake that struck on January 
12, 2010. In the capitol of Port-au-Prince 
and elsewhere, tents are still the dwellings of 
many who were displaced from their homes 
by the earthquake that struck some four years ago. 

The Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools world-
wide Lasallian community, especially the District of Antilles-
South Mexico, is working tirelessly to turn dreams into a real-
ity for this tiny, bustling community. A two story bright blue 

complex — the College Saint Jean Baptiste de La Salle — is 
one of the few things that has risen from the rubble as a sym-
bol of hope and a brighter future. Its doors opened in October 
of 2012 with 78 students enrolled in grades 1-4. Now, there 

are over 200 students attending in grades pre-
kindergarten through 5. 

“I was praying for a school for my neighbor-
hood.” said Miriam, a Connecticut native who 
currently serves as the Director of the New Life 
Home orphanage. “After the earthquake, the 
number of children we have at our orphanage 
nearly doubled, and I know that the only hope 
to break the cycle of poverty is for these kids to 
get a good education.” She went on that Broth-

er Nicholas had spoken to her about taking the older children 
out of the orphanage and placing them in the first grade so 
they too could benefit from an education. “Well, that was just 
a miracle.” she said. “I never thought I would hear those words 
here in Haiti. It brought me to tears.”
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“I don’t mind living in a tent for now. If there is another earthquake, a tent won’t crush me.”

continued on page 5

Mr. John Thawley (Christian Brothers Academy – Lincroft, NJ) Br. Robert Schaefer, FSC (Central Catholic High School - Pittsburgh, PA) and Yanick Chamberland-Richer (Lasallian 
Educator from Montreal, Canada), three members of the most recent delegation to Haiti with children in the tent village of Cazeau, many whom attend the new school.

Every class begins with prayer.



Dear Friends,

On Wednesday, March 5th, we enter into the season of 
Lent, a season of grace, if we accept the power of its invita-
tion to gratitude and renewal! In the gospel readings for the 
beginning of March, we hear of the call of the early followers 
of Jesus to lay down their nets and follow Him. We learn of 
the cost of this discipleship, and we ourselves receive the call 
of discipleship to proclaim Jesus as the “Good News” and to 
re-present Jesus to others through our own lives. 

Brother Alvaro, our Superior General, in the spirit of this 
discipleship, continues to call us to favor and to reach out to 
those young people in our world today, near and far, who are 
poor with little chance of a quality education and for whom 
the “Good News” could be encountered in the word and per-
son of Lasallian educators. 

Pope Francis, in his letter, Evangelii Gaudium, The Joy of 
the Gospel, speaks of “the church which goes forth as a com-
munity of missionary disciples.” We are happy to feature in 
this edition of Lasallian Visions, two missionary initiatives of 
our District, one in Haiti and one in Jamaica, where our sup-
port and presence help to ensure that poor young people have 
access to a “human and a Christian” education. 

We are also very proud to feature four 
Lasallian educators, recently honored, 
whose lives give generous witness to the 
Gospel and to Lasallian education. Please 
note, too, the many other inspiring stories 
that manifest the vitality of our shared La-
sallian mission and vocation! 

As we make our Lenten journey of re-
newal, let us hold one another in prayer 
and, in Brother Alvaro’s words, “ask the 
Spirit to transform us in Jesus” so that 
we might truly become His “ambassadors and ministers.” 

Thank you, as always, for your commitment to the Lasallian 
mission!

Live Jesus in our hearts!

Brother Dennis Malloy, FSC
Provincial/Visitor of DENA

MARKING A MILESTONE: ONE YEAR OF SERVICE
As we go to print with this edition of Lasallian Visions, I am just coming up on one 

year serving the Brothers District of Eastern North America as director of develop-
ment. This has been a fantastic year, filled with many life affirming experiences. I feel 
very blessed to serve and support such a dedicated staff, volunteers, benefactors, and 
other partners in mission who help provide a human and Christian education for the 
youth we serve. 

Some of the most fascinating conversations were with benefactors, especially when 
they explained why they choose to support the Brothers and our Lasallian educational 
ministries. Many shared stories of how a school experience or particular Brother was 
instrumental in their future success, not only defined by career achievements, but 
often in how they serve others either in their local communities or sometimes helping 
folks thousands of miles away. 

In late December, I spoke to a benefactor from Quebec, Canada, who told me 
about a Brother Richard from CBA Lincroft (New Jersey) who taught him history and 
religion for two years. This Partner in Mission had just retired from a 35 year career 
teaching history in Canada. He credited Brother Richard not only with his lesson plan 
style (Socratic, asking questions to reach the answers together) but also in the way he 
would interact with students (never yell, take the time to speak with the student and 
see if you can figure it out together.)

This was quite an affirmation of our Lasallian Educational Philosophy, where for-
mer students remember the lessons they learned from decades before, then incorporate 
them into their lives to make a kinder, more just world. Perhaps you also have memo-
ries of a particular Brother and his impact on your life?

Thank you for everything you do, not just by supporting the Brothers and our 
educational ministries, but also by all the other ways in which you make this world a 
better place. 

— Rick McKay, Director of Development

DEVELOPMENT TEAM

MR. RICK 
MCKAY
Director of  

Development, DENA

BR. EDMOND 
PRECOURT, FSC

Narragansett, RI

BR. WILLIAM 
MARTIN, FSC

Lincroft, NJ

BR. MARTIN 
FAHEY, FSC
Ammendale, MD

A MESSAGE FROM BROTHER DENNIS MALLOY, FSC
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Upon invitation from the Bishop of the Mandeville Dio-
cese to take over the management of St. Vincent Strambi 
High School, Brothers Augustine Nicoletti and James Wal-
lace, along with lay partner Richard Ward from the District 
of Eastern North America, and Brother Kent Connolly from 
the Midwest District, arrived in Bull Savannah, August, 2013.

This isolated, rural area in 
the south central section of 
Jamaica, because of its hous-
ing St. Vincent Strambi High 
School, bears the responsibil-
ity not only of the education 
of the community’s impover-
ished youth, but also of the 
evangelization of the Catho-

lic faith in a diocese that numbers 
fewer than 8,000 Catholics. 

The school presently serves 130 students from grades 7 to 
13. Those students are split into three groups: those on the 
normal grade level, those academically behind or who have 
special learning needs, and older students in a two year vo-
cational program that teaches career skills, such as carpentry, 
basic business, and hospitality/tourism.

Growing more cognizant of the varied struggles confront-
ing some students, the teachers constantly probe ways to pen-
etrate these findings in an effort to move the students forward. 
Along with the learning challenges, the tropical climate gener-
ates great heat and humidity that highly impact student prog-
ress. Air conditioning in either the school or the community 
house is non-existent. As a result, those responsible work at 
redesigning schedules and job assignments to ease the hard-
ship and make learning more pleasurable.

Though English is the official language of the country, the 
Patois dialect is spoken at home and amongst students. By 
learning the language, community members can better under-
stand the region’s culture and grow closer to the youth as well 
as to the local population. With limited funding from a com-
munity that struggles to pay tuition, the teachers adapt their 
teaching methods to the very limited resources available. Their 
day is long followed by numerous “little jobs” that await them 
at the end of the day, such as printing, cutting, bundling and 
numbering raffle tickets for their next fundraising project.

St. Vincent Strambi High School, the personification of a 
“District without Borders,” holds strong to the principle “to-
gether and by association.” The school is committed to en-
gaging inter-religious dialogue, activities, and to sharing the 
Good News of the Gospel. Sometimes they may even resort 
to words!

ST. VINCENT STRAMBI: A LASALLIAN MINISTRY IN JAMAICA

A school wide 
assembly kicks off 
each day.

Br. Kent Connolly, FSC, Mr. 
Richard Ward, Mr. Lorel Morgan, 
Br. James Wallace, FSC, and Br. 
Augustine Nicoletti, FSC.

A glimpse into Br. James Wallace’s classroom.
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COACH’S TALE OF SUCCESS  
INSPIRES OCEAN TIDES STUDENTS

On October 29, 2013, Ed Cooley — Men’s Head Basketball 
Coach at Providence College (PC) — had a simple message 
for the students at the Ocean Tides School in Narragansett, 
RI: Anyone can overcome any obstacle and fulfill their dreams. 
Cooley’s path to coaching the PC Friars team was fraught with 
hard choices and sacrifice, but he persevered because of the sup-
port adults and family have given him.

Growing up as one of nine children and not knowing his 
biological father, Cooley had to deal with a lack of food, money, 
and emotional support at home. His financial problems were 
going to keep him from the prep school education he needed 
to prepare for college, but, by offering to work for the school 
on odd jobs like cleaning dishes and landscaping, he was able 
to pay his way through. Later, he made the hard decision of 
quitting his teaching job to become the coach for the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island Rams, taking a cut in pay he knew would 
impact his family. However, his loved ones supported him and 
were willing to make the sacrifice so he could move towards his 
career goals, a gesture he said he was grateful for. 

He stressed to the students the importance of building con-
nections with others and of holding on to personal values like 
“loyalty, trust, and accountability.” Above all he urged the stu-
dents to believe in their own self worth and never to give up on 
their dreams. 

It is a challenging but appropriate message for the students 
at Ocean Tides, who are placed in the Christian Brothers / 
Lasallian ministry as a result of their involvement with family 
courts in Rhode Island. Ocean Tides provides an opportunity 
for them to use education, counseling, and special supports to 
change the path they have started down and have a brighter 
future, regardless of their past.

GLOBAL SERVICE  
POSSIBLE THROUGH 
CRS PARTNERSHIP

Remember the picture of the child in poverty 
somewhere in the world, the abandoned orphan, or 
the story of the vulnerable child — a victim of dis-
ease, violence, or a lack of human rights? No mat-
ter the cause, we often see the pictures and wonder 
what we can or should do.

The District of Eastern North America, according 
to its DENA Visions Statement, holds as its respon-
sibility to encourage “both service and advocacy for 
social justice, especially for the rights of the child 
and the emerging needs of families.” To assist our 
secondary schools in growing into this vision, we 
have partnered with Catholic Relief Services (CRS), 
the official international humanitarian agency of 
the Catholic community in the United States. The 
partnership will offer school communities the op-
portunity to be a part of the CRS “Global Neighbor 
School” program.

CRS staff members will offer interested district 
secondary schools a free, one-day faculty training 
workshop based on the theme of “Orphans and Vul-
nerable Children.” The seminar will guide campus 
ministers and school leaders in ways to integrate ed-
ucation about the rights of the child and the emerg-
ing needs of families through the school’s curricu-
lum and activities.

Following the workshop and small group/class-
room based activities, each school will be encour-
aged to host a “Global Neighbor Schools Solidarity 
Week” which will allow the entire school commu-
nity to share what they have learned.

“We recognize the wonderful work that the Chris-
tian Brothers have done in many countries around 
the world,” says Maureen McCullough, Director of 
the CRS North East/Mid-Atlantic Regional Office. 
“We look forward to deepening collaboration with 
them at this time to bring their work and the work 
of CRS more fully alive.”

Coach Ed Cooley talks 
with Ocean Tides’ 
students at Christian 
Brothers Center, Nar-
ragansett, RI.

+
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The District of Eastern North America’s (DENA) commitment to be a District without 
Borders has enabled us to form a special bond with the District of Antilles-South Mexico 
at this special and vital Lasallian ministry. The faculty, staff, administration, and, most 
importantly, the students have come to know the 
visitors from DENA as fellow Lasallians. From 
June 2012 to January 2014, four DENA dele-
gations have traveled to the school. (See insert) 
Through DENA’s Haiti Solidarity efforts with 
its ministries, Brothers’ Communities, and indi-
viduals, resources have been collected that pro-
vide basic educational assistance in the form of 
tuition support to make sure students can attend 
school with uniforms, text books, and classroom 
supplies. DENA’s future plans include providing 
batteries for a generator for electricity to facilitate 
nighttime adult education classes, funding a Hai-
tian certified English teacher, and a student breakfast program.

The young child born in that tent will have a school to attend. But the need is greater 
than childhood education. Phase Two of this Lasallian project, started last June, is the cre-
ation of a new home for a Health and Nutrition Center. The new Center, a joint project 
between the Brothers and the Sisters of the Immaculate Conception of Argentina, includes 
plans for a fresh water filtration system, wellness services for women and children, and a 
community garden to help educate the community in the basics of growing and preparing 
food, as well as ongoing health and nutrition education. Phase Three of this comprehensive 
educational campus will be a vocational school for agriculture and small animal husbandry. 

The efforts of the District are a direct result of the educational work, generosity, and 
“Brotherhood” that exists at each of the District’s ministries. Haiti Awareness, Haiti Sup-
port, and Haiti Solidarity programs of learning, prayerful remembering, and economic 
support are a regular part of Advent activities leading up to the January anniversary of the 
earthquake.

What was true at the time of the Founder St. John Baptist de La Salle is true today: educa-
tion is the most effective and sustained way to fight poverty and transform a community.

HAITI SOLIDARITY (CONTINUED FROM COVER)

H COVER STORY H DELEGATES 
TO HAITI
Individuals from our district 
who participated in a DENA 
sponsored delegation to 
the College of St. Jean 
Baptiste de La Salle. These 
delegations witnessed to 
our commitment to be a 
District Without Borders 
and to accompany and sup-
port our Lasallian brothers 
and sisters in their educa-
tional work.

Brother Dennis Malloy
DENA Provincial

Yanick Chamberland
Montreal

Gregg De Maria
La Salle Academy, Prov.

Phil De Rita
DENA Offices

Maryann Donohue-Lynch
DENA Offices

Christine Gorman
De La Salle Oaklands

Frances Kinder
La Salle University

Morgan Maclearie
Manhattan College

William Merrimen
Manhattan College

Michel Ovila Rouselle
De La Salle Oaklands

Brother Robert Schafer
Central Catholic

Thomas Sipowicz
St. John’s College High

John Thawley
CBA Lincroft

Alan Weyland
DENA Offices

Mary Lynn Wilby
La Salle University

The two story bright blue school is built to withstand future earthquakes 
and other possible natural catastrophes, as is the Brothers’ community.

Haitian Christian Brother Jean Charles Israel in class.
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BROTHER IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA
MY FIRST IMPRESSION OF A MISSIONARY OPPORTUNITY
Brother Ken Kalinowski, FSC

I arrived in Papua, New Guinea (PNG), immediately aware 
of the poverty in front of me. The country’s infrastructure —
its roads, water, and electricity — all seemed in great need of 
repair. But the people went along with kind words and no 
gripes.

From the moment I arrived, the collection of international 
Brothers of the Christian Schools impressed me with their 
sense of mission. Brother Ber-
nie Cooper, FSC (Australia), 
who is both the Area Chair-
man and the President of Sa-
cred Heart Teacher’s College, 
had a spirit that was catchy, hu-
morous, patient, and positive. 
Br. Bernie’s ministry worked 
to bring qualified teachers to 
PNG, Lasallians able to touch 
hearts and provide quality edu-
cation.

In School
I thought I would begin my 

week as an observer, but quick-
ly became a presenter at the 
National Lasallian Youth As-
sembly at La Salle Bomana. I spoke about a Brother’s vocation 
to a crowd of over 300 incredible young people. All the meals 
were cooked by the students. They cleaned, set up, performed 
community service, and even showed off their traditional 
dancing. What a sight! I was amazed not only by how many 
languages the students could speak (about five on average) but 
also by their desire to learn as much as they could. 

Books, technology, and supplies were in great need. In fact, 

most classes did not have books, 
only white paper to copy notes 
from the chalkboard. Students 
began school at 9 or 10 years of 
age and many only reach the 9th 
or 10th grade. It was common to 
have high school students in their 
twenties. Education was a priority, 
but also a gift far too many did not 
receive.

For the next few weeks, my rou-
tine consisted of teaching English, 
math, or religion at De La Salle 
Hohola in Port Moresby, then working with faculty on teach-
ing methods and Lasallian formation. I became the principal’s 
administrative jack-of-all-trades. I went to PNG wanting to 
see if I could be of service not knowing there were more things 
to do than I could have possibly imagined. To watch Hohola’s 
Principal, Brother Antony Swami, FSC, juggle as much as he 
did in one day. It was astounding. Even more astounding, he 
always had time for students, faculty, and a smile.

On the Road
I visited the postulancy and the community in the High-

lands, accessible only by a 
small, 16 seat prop plane. 
There I found the Broth-
ers from Australia and  
PNG to be most gracious. 
The Brothers (Paul, David, 
Luke, Philip, and Fran-
cis) were proud to show 
me their ministry at Mt. 
Hagen, where they served 
in day care, taught at the 
area college, and in a grade 
school. 

I returned to Hohola for 
the rest of my stay in PNG 
and made trips to the settle-
ments, delivering building 
materials for the most im-

poverished people I had ever seen. People walked kilometers 
for water. Electricity in these areas was not an option. Roads 
were treacherous.

The Brothers and their Lasallian partners are doing good 
things in PNG. The spirit of the people of PNG is hopeful, 
determined, and confident in a better future for their youth. I 
am grateful for the opportunity to have spent time with them, 
and look forward to returning in the summer of 2015.

Brothers Luke 
Warwanuk and 
John Francis 
serving in PNG.

Br. Ken with Ms. 
Elizabeth Aribi, 

who oversees  
the Lasallian 

Youth program.

Students of De La Salle Hohola in Port Moresby.
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Recent Lasallian Awards & Honors

REGIONAL AWARD FOR 
BR. LAWRENCE GOYETTE 

The closing Mass for the Lasal-
lian Formation Day in Rhode Is-
land held a surprise for Brother 
Lawrence Goyette, FSC. 
Executive Director of Mission 
and Ministry, Alan Weyland, an-
nounced Brother Lawrence would 
receive the Brother John Johnston, 
FSC, Award for his work in the 
San Miguel school of Providence.

Br. Lawrence founded the San 
Miguel School in 1993 to aid 
high-potential students whose fi-
nancial struggles limited their ac-
cess to education. From just 14 
students and 3 faculty members 
at its inception, the middle school 
now boasts enrollment of over 240 
graduates and has become a model 
for an entire network of schools.

“This award,” said Weyland, 
“recognizes an individual who 
through a lifetime of work and ser-
vice for the institute of the Broth-
ers of the Christian Schools...has 
made an indelible mark on the 
mission.”

Named in honor of a former 
American Superior General of the 
Christian Brothers, this award is 
the highest honor in the Lasallian 
Region of North America.

DISTINGUISHED LASALLIAN  
EDUCATORS OF 2013

Sister Ave Armstrong, SSJ, teacher and 
chair of the English Department at West Catho-
lic Preparatory High School in Philadelphia, PA, 
has been instructing for nearly 30 years. Sister Ave, 
a well known figure at West Catholic Prep, dedi-
cates herself to language arts as both a craft and a 
tool that will help students develop into confident 
adults. Whether through teaching proper grammar 
or dissecting literary works from Shakespeare to 
The Hunger Games, she demonstrates her com-
mitment to imbue students not just with a love of 
learning, but also with the reverence of Lasallian 
values.

Brother David Detje, FSC, has spent 26 
years as the Science and Math Department Chair 
at De La Salle Academy in New York City. Recog-
nized for his meticulousness and serious but gentle 
demeanor, Br. David’s teaching style breaks down 
complex lessons into steps for students to better ab-
sorb. From 5 am until late in the evening, he makes 
himself available to students for tutoring or to con-
verse on life and spirituality, a practice that has led 
others to refer to him as the “Soul” of De La Salle 
Academy.

Ms. Linda Majkrzak of Washington DC’s St. 
John’s College High School is returning to her full 
time position as math teacher after serving 11 years 
as the Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs. The 
expansion and change of the school’s technology, 
curriculum, and faculty over the past years has been 
guided by her leadership, team-based approach in 
decision making, and unwavering devotion to the 
students most in need of her support.

5TH ANNUAL  
DISTRICT CHRISTMAS 
CARD ART WINNER

The theme for DENA’s 5th 
Annual Christmas Card Art 
Contest was based on the Gos-
pel of Luke 2:13-14 in which 
an angel tells the shepherds of 
the birth of Je-
sus on Christ-
mas morning. 
Open to all 
students grades 
9-12 from 
DENA Lasal-
lian schools, the 
2013 winning 
piece was creat-
ed by Frederike 
“Freddy” Glassman of St. 
John’s College High School, 
Washington DC. The 15 year 
old Junior — who had no prior 
art classes until she enrolled in 
“Foundations in Art” thanks to 
encouragement from friends — 
competed with 29 other entries 
from 7 schools. 

We thank our art teachers 
and faculty for promoting the 
contest, and also wish to thank 
students for sharing their cre-
ativity with us.

O O

Br. Lawrence Goyette, FSC, Sr. Ave Armstrong, SSJ, Ms. Lina Majkrzak, and Br. David Detje, FSC, received their honors  
at the Huether Lasallian Conference held in New Orleans this past November.
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The DENA Vocation Summit was a time of renewed 
faith in the mission and zeal for the future of the Chris-
tian Brothers vocation in the Church. If Brothers Rob-

ert Kinzler and Tony Baginski are any indication, the event—
the first of its kind, attended by some 70 Brothers in Long 
Branch, New Jersey—was well worth it.

Brother Robert, currently involved in campus ministry at La 
Salle University, was unsure of the vocation promotion situ-
ation in the District and felt there was no clear direction. “I 
love being a Brother,” he said, “and believe with all my heart 
that the vocation of a Brother is one of the greatest treasures 
in the Church. I just wasn’t looking forward to two days of 
talking and feeling guilty about the vocation situation in the 
District.” He soon found out his hesitation was unfounded. 
Brother Robert saw a passion for the Brothers’ ministry and 
vocation along with the desire to share that life with young 
men who might join the Brothers. “I left Long Branch excited 
and renewed,” he said. “What happened was indeed the work 
of the Holy Spirit.” After the summit, three Brothers posted 
a note on the community bulletin board at La Salle Univer-
sity, inviting other Brothers who attended the summit to share 
their thoughts and experiences. Nearly the entire community 
showed up. “There is now a passion and excitement about 
vocations on campus that have not been there before,” he said. 
“Only time will tell, but I believe that the Spirit that began 
working at the summit is still working.”

Brother Anthony said he was “a bit overwhelmed” by the 
possibilities presented at the summit, but hopeful about the 
outlook of the Brothers. Recent research indicated a rise in 
young men entering religious life citing personal invitations 
and interactions with religious as being major factors in their 
decisions. “These men are attracted to orders with a clear iden-
tity and mission,” he said. “As Brothers, we are in a position 
to nurture a vocation and see it come to fruition.” Baginski 
agreed with Kinzler that there was vigor in his community 
at Central Catholic in Pittsburgh to get things going as well. 
This has led to discussions on the type of people the commu-
nity is looking for, where they were looking for them, and the 
role of the family in vocations to religious life. “There is still 
a ways to go” but Baginski sees promise in the direction the 
community seems to be heading: “This was a good start, but 
only a start, and I look forward to what is next.”

The Vocation promotion team has taken the ideas and out-
comes of the Vocation Summit and has begun implement-
ing them into the district’s vocation promotion efforts. The 
district is giving special attention to the over 20 young men 
who are actively considering their religious vocation in the 
Vocation Discernment Program. The 2014 Vocation Summit 
will continue the work of this inaugural event and include 
Brothers and Lasallian partners at the local level in promoting 
vocations and extending invitations to young men to consider 
becoming Brothers.

VOCATION SUMMIT 2013: FAITH & ZEAL FORWARD

The Brothers pose for a group photo 
during a break at the Vocation Summit.
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Just Try It On
www.fscDENA.org/vocation

Know someone who may be interested in 
the Brothers of the Christian Schools?

LA SALLE MARKETING CLASS: 
BROTHER’S VOCATION, JUST TRY IT ON!

It seems that every generation has some trouble talking with 
the one that follows. New culture, new music, new technol-
ogy, new lingo all create just a little gap between the older and 
the younger. How one reaches the next generation — to talk 
about something as enigmatic as religious vocation, especially 
when there are fewer religious able to communicate with what 
some have nicknamed “digital natives”—was the big question.

That’s exactly what we asked communications majors at La 
Salle University: If you were in the Christian Brothers’ shoes, 
how would you talk to you about considering a religious voca-
tion? With the help of Communications Professor Dr. Michael 
Smith and his Public Relations Campaigns and Cases class 
(fall semester 2012) and Public Relations Writing class (fall se-
mester 2013), students researched the Christian Brothers, the 
current state of religious vocations, and how best to market to 
the key demographic. The Just Try It On campaign plan was 
born in the PR Campaigns and Cases class, grabbing the at-
tention of young people, especially young men, through print 
and other visuals, to consider trying on the life of a Brother, 

and inviting them to learn more through social media and dig-
ital marketing channels like Facebook, Twitter, You Tube, and 
an online blog. This past fall in the Public Relations Writing 
class, the rubber met the road, creating the campaign and put-
ting the pieces of Just Try It On together. The first video (cre-
ated by DENA marketing consultant Al Cassidy) is already on 
the district website www.fscDENA.org/JustTryItOn with so-
cial media channels being created. Just Try It On will officially 
premiere, right where it started, at La Salle University, during 
a basketball game this month, complete with print and other 
visuals, to raise awareness of the need for Christian Brothers, 
and how one can connect via social media. 

Even by providing a simple # (hashtag) young people can 
engage in the conversation about religious vocation online 
where they are most comfortable. As they learn more, it’s our 
hope that those who feel called may quite literally call back on 
their mobile phone or other device and reach out to the Chris-
tian Brothers. For almost every Christian Brother, his voca-
tion started first with an invitation. For today’s young people, 
the written invitation has been replaced by an informational 
post on Facebook, a tweet on Twitter, or video message on You 
Tube; but the mission to touch hearts and educate the poor is 
still loud and clear.

Dr. Michael Smith (left) and Br. James Dries, FSC (second from right), join La Salle University’s Public Relations Campaigns and Cases students in fall 2012.

LASALLIAN VISIONS   9



REMEMBERING 
BROTHERS
This past November saw several annual events 
throughout the district held in honor of the 
passing of Brothers and their relatives.

MANHATTAN COLLEGE
NOVEMBER 9, 2013
Br. William Martin arranged the annual All Soul’s 
Mass and luncheon, attended by 100 Brothers, 
loved ones, and supporters. After Mass, Broth-
ers, former Brothers and their relatives broke 
bread, reconnected, and shared fond memo-
ries.

AMMENDALE, MD
NOVEMBER 2, 2013
Br. John McErlean organized the annual “Bless-
ing of the Graves” at the Christian Brothers 
Cemetery in Ammendale. 60 people attended 
the ceremony led by Bishop Richard Higgins of 
the Military Diocese (above). “This is one of the 
highlights of the year for the Ammendale Com-
munity,” said Br. McErlean.

NARRAGANSETT, RI
NOVEMBER 2, 2013
Br. Edmond Precourt organized the annual All 
Soul’s Mass which welcomed 40 Brothers, rela-
tives, friends and benefactors (above). The Eu-
charist, given by Reverend Donald Bouressa 
(Chaplain at CBC, Narragansett), was followed 
by a delicious lunch.

SAINT RAYS’ DRAMA CHAMPS NEW THEATRE
Principal Daniel Richard, accompanied by representatives from the Jo-

seph C. & Blanche 
Coutu Theater 
Foundation and 
the Diocese of 
Providence, offi-
cially broke ground 
on St. Raphael 
Academy’s Joseph 
& Blanche Coutu 
Theater on Sep-
tember 30, 2013. 
The $1.3 million 
project, funded by 
the Joseph C. and 
Blanche Coutu 
Theater Founda-
tion and Saint Ra-

phael alumni and supporters, officially opened on February 7, 2014. 
Built in the former Dennis M. Lynch, Jr. gymnasium, the Theater boasts 
300 seats, 1,600 square-foot art gallery, renovated ticket booth, and im-
proved storage and set-design space - a worthy setting for the academy’s 
drama club, which has won the State Drama Festival 19 times. “I could 
not be happier with the plans and the way things are moving forward,” 
said Terry Murray, a 30 year Saint Raphael teacher and lifetime member 
of the New England Drama Council. “Now the students get the oppor-
tunity to perform in one of the finest spaces in the region.” 

TORONTO WINS FIRST LA SALLE CUP 
De La Salle College “Oaklands” in Toronto hosted St. Joseph’s Col-

legiate Institute (Buffalo, NY) and Central Catholic High School (Pitts-
burgh, PA) for the first ever La Salle Cup Hockey Tournament. In his 
welcome, Br. Domenic Viggiani, president of De La Salle College “Oak-
lands,” reminded the student athletes that Lasallians, like teammates, 
have each others’ backs, always called to be there for one another. De 
La Salle’s Hockey team won the round robin tournament, keeping this 
year’s cup in Canada. Plans are already in the works for next year’s tour-
nament, and more Lasallian schools have expressed interest in joining 
the fun and association.

The winning “Oaklands” hockey team and the coveted La Salle Cup.

Principal Daniel Richard welcomes guests to the  
Joseph & Blanche Coutu Theater groundbreaking.
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CELEBRATING SUCCESS 
AND SAYING THANK YOU
THE CHRISTIAN BROTHERS SERVICE AWARDS DINNER

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Holy Thursday 7:30 PM

Good Friday 4:00 PM

Easter Vigil 7:30 PM

Easter Sunday 7:30 AM

Plan your next event 
with us!

Br. Edmond Precourt, FSC

(401) 789-0244 
eprecourt@cbc.necoxmail.com

CHRISTIAN 
BROTHERS 

CENTER
NARRAGANSETT,  
RHODE ISLAND

The Lasallian mission of caring for youth, especially the poor is best served and chil-
dren best cared for when the Lasallian community works together for the common cause. 
On November 11, 2013, Brothers, friends, volunteers, benefactors, affiliated members, and 
other partners in mission gathered at La Salle University to celebrate the success of the An-
nual Christian Brothers Service Awards Dinner. 

Over the eight years of this annual event, more than $400,000 has been raised to support 
the Brother’s urban ministries throughout the Legacy Baltimore District.

Great energy permeated the room as old friends chatted 
and perused a number of displays with pictures of past Ser-
vice Awards Dinners. Brother Dennis Malloy spoke of a 
positive past, current service programs, and a vision to con-
tinue to serve both here in the United States and in overseas 
missions.

The celebration included an opportunity to also thank, 
Former Director of Development Brother Kevin Stanton for 
his contributions to the development efforts of DENA. Lou 
Guarrieri, Jr., BFSC, offered a heartfelt toast and Brother 
Dennis Malloy presented Brother Kevin with a token of the 
district’s thanks. Brother Kevin has returned to teaching and 
ministry at West Catholic High School in Philadelphia, one 
of those urban ministries that received support from the din-
ner, coming full circle in our Lasallian education mission. 

The celebration included an opportunity to 
thank Br. Kevin Stanton, FSC, for his contribu-

tions to the development efforts of the district.

Lou Guarieri, Jr., BFSC, 
offers a toast to Br. Kevin
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Br. Francis Bowers, FSC
1920-2013

Brother John A. Muller, FSC, knew Br. Francis 
“Frank” Bowers as “a man of faith, a man of hope, 
and, above all, a man of love.” In his long career, 
Br. Frank, born Robert William Bowers, held many 
roles, including teacher, coach, master of arts, doctor 
of philosophy, college professor, residence hall direc-
tor, department chairperson, university researcher, 
academic advisor, author, and elected member of Phi Beta Kappa National 
Honor Society.

The son of William and Catherine, Frank had known early on that he 
wanted to join Brothers of the Christian Schools, but for five years, dur-
ing the Great Depression, he put his dreams on hold to earn extra money 
for his parents, his brother Francis, and sister Patricia. Proving Br. Muller’s 
description as a man of “patience and perseverance,” Bowers finally entered 
the Barrytown Novitiate and received his name, Clementian Francis, in 
1942, and pronounced his perpetual vows in 1948.

Making his home in each of the five boroughs of New York, Francis 
taught at every educational level and performed an incredible 54 years of 
service to Manhattan College, at points acting as Dean of Arts and Science 
and as Provost. When inducted into the Manhattan College Athletic Hall 
of Fame in 2004, he said in his acceptance speech: “I owe everything to 
God who made me and loves me infinitely as He loves you, and has blessed 
me every step of the way during my years of trying to be a worthy disciple 
of St. La Salle.”

Leaving a legacy that will endure far beyond his physical life, Br. Francis 
Bowers is remembered as a dedicated Lasallian. May he find rest and joy in 
the love of the God he pledged his life to serve.

Br. Patrick Martin, FSC
1916-2013

It is fitting that such a dynamic, inspirational teacher 
as Brother Patrick Martin would be born on Novem-
ber 1st, All Saints Day. A truly unique personality, he 
will be remembered for his energy, original vocabulary, 
and love of discovery.  

Brother Patrick entered the Barrytown Juniorate in 
1932 after his Sophomore year at the New York City 
La Salle Academy. The following year, he entered the Novitiate. He re-
ceived his habit and his name, Anthelm Patrick, in 1933, and pronounced 
his perpetual vows in Oakdale in 1941. The nearly 70 years that followed 
were spent teaching in different schools throughout New York and New 
Jersey, including St. Gabriel’s, St. Raymond’s, Lincoln Hall, La Salle Mili-
tary Academy, and Queen of Peace High School, as well as being part of the 
founding faculty at Cardinal Spellman High School.

Though born James Joseph Martin, Brother Patrick held many names 
throughout his life, such as “Pepper,” “The Aviator” for the way he would 
rush into class with his papers flying and his glasses on top of his head, 
and “ Uncle Jim” to his niece and seven nephews. He had a myriad of 
distinct sayings, such as “on the boards,” “rake the infield,” and “donkey 
dust,” which students at the Christian Brothers Academy printed in their 
school newspaper. He loved to ask questions of friends and students and 
never shied away from a good argument. An active sportsman, he coached 
football, baseball, and golf.

Let us celebrate as the Kingdom of Heaven welcomes home one its most 
unique children, Brother Patrick Martin.

Br. Michael O’Reilly
1915-2013

Brother Dominic Viggiani remembered Brother 
Michael O’Reilly through the words of anthropologist 
Ashley Montagu, who said, “The idea is to die young 
as late as possible.” Known for his youthful energy, 
good humor, and flexible nature, Brother O’Reilly’s 
embrace for the life of the Cross set an example for 
others to follow.

Born in Eganville, Ontario, Canada, on August 26, 
1915, Daniel Benedict O’Reilly followed his call to re-
ligious life when only thirteen years old, attending the 

Aurora Juniorate in 1928, where he would eventually teach for two years, 
and the Aurora Novitiate in 1931. He received the religious habit and the 
name Brother Michael on August 29, 1931, and pronounced his perpetual 
vows in Aurora in 1940. A teacher for life, Brother Michael worked in his 
native Canada at institutes such as Oaklands De La Salle College, Mon-
treal’s St. Ann’s School, and the D’Arcy McGee School, Bishop Ryan High 
School, St. Colomba High School, and Cardinal Newman High School.

Br. Viggiani recalled how his days as a principal were brightened by the 
discussions he had with Br. Michael. He recalled that as an eager learner 
it was common for Br. Michael to leave notes inside library books he was 
reading. Brother Michael continued his studies for a year in Riviera du 
Loup, Quebec. He strove for a better understanding of his own faith, hav-
ing attended a second Novitiate in 1958 in Rome, Italy. 

Like past Brothers whom he admired, Br. Michael’s life was dedicated to 
hard work, contemplation, and service to those of faith. May God welcome 
His devout follower to his final place of rest.

Brother Peter Clifford, FSC
1925-2013

Born Patrick F. Clifford in New York, NY, on Febru-
ary 17, 1925, Br. Peter heard the call of religious service 
early in life, entering the Junior Novitiate in Barry-
town, NY, at just fourteen years old, then the Novitiate 
four years later in June 1943. 

 He went on to study education at Manhattan Col-
lege, Fordham University, and Harvard, where he 
earned his doctorate. He spent a decade as teacher, principal, and director 
for schools in New York before serving as Academic Dean for the De Le 
Salle College in Manila, Philippines from 1957 to 1962. 

 He would continue teaching in schools throughout New England and 
the mid-east, including New York, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Min-
nesota, Rhode Island, and Kansas. In between, he worked as the Secondary 
Executive Secretary for the National Catholic Educational Association, the 
Director of Finance for the Rhode Island Christian Brothers Center, and 
the Vice President of the Metanoia Counseling Group in Minnesota. 

In his battle with cancer, he remained independent, not wishing to 
burden those he loved. In his eulogy for Brother Peter Clifford, Brother 
McKenery said he was blessed by Br. Peter’s passion and compassion. “He 
leaves us at the wonderful age of eighty-eight, having lived a life full of 
purpose and accomplishment, and leaving behind a legacy of leadership 
and inspiration for all those whose lives he touched persistently, quietly, 
and effectively.” 
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Br. Matthew Moloney, FSC
1919-2013

On remembering Brother Mat-
thew, Brother Raymond Meagher, 
FSC, recalled the quote from St. 
John Baptist De La Salle by which 
Moloney lived his life: “Earnestly 
ask Jesus Christ to make his Spirit 
come alive in you, since he has 
chosen you to do his work.” 

Born Mathew James Moloney 
in New York, NY, he attended the 
Barrytown Juniorate at age 16 and the Novitiate three 
years later; he received the Religious Habit and Name, 
Brother Ariston Matthew, on September 7, 1938, and 
pronounced his Perpetual Vows in 1944. 

Meagher said Moloney was blessed with a “Wild 
Spirit” that kept him “intensely excited and enthusi-
astic about living life to the fullest and in connecting 
in meaningful ways with the people God placed in his 
life.” Brother Moloney believed every day was a gift 
filled with opportunity. He possessed a thirst for knowl-
edge that led him to take on new activities like playing 
musical instruments, learning to use a computer, and 
playing poker and pinochle. 

Teaching in schools throughout New York, with brief 
stints as teacher, principal, and sub-director at St. Jo-
seph’s High School in Detroit, MI, Br. Moloney sup-
ported Br. Meagher in his role as Principal of St. Ray-
mond’s High School for Boys. “Brother Matthew was 
always well-intentioned and empathetic in carrying out 
this role,” said Meagher, “because he thought not only 
with his mind, but with his heart.” He also took pride 
in working with Mexican migrant workers in Br. Tom 
Browne’s program and contributed immensely to the 
brainstorming at this year’s DENA Vocation Summit. 
In celebrating his passing into God’s Kingdom, may we 
remember Brother Moloney’s creed, true in life as it is 
in the afterlife: “We all have had a lot of good old days. 
But God has some new days for us too.”

Full obituaries and eulogies online  
Go to www.fscdena.org

Honoring our Past 
serving today 

Building tomorrow

Window from former Brothers’ novitiate, Barrytown, NY

Please remember the Brothers in your will or other estate plans.
Legal name: “Brothers of the Christian Schools District of Eastern North America.”

For more information or membership please contact:

Mr. Rick McKay, Director of Development, DENA
(732) 380-7926 x121 •  mckay@fscdena.org

LasaLLian Legacy 
SOCIETY

Establish your enduring legacy in support of our Lasallian mission. 
We invite you to join us as we continue to serve children, families, 
and our Brothers here in the United States and around the world.

NOTE TO FRIENDS & 
BENEFACTORS

Beginning with donations received as of Sept 1, 2013 
we will return to the practice of listing all donations in 

one annual report that will be put out in the fall of each 
year. There will no longer be a listing in each edition 
of Lasallian Visions. This will allow us to share more 

information with you about our Brothers and the 
activities of our District as well as to celebrate donors 
and their support in a very special way through our 

annual report. 

LASALLIAN VISIONS   13



NOBLE STREET

LA SALLE 
CENTER 
FOR RETREATS & EDUCATION 

NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND

A great place for Lasallians on retreat!
P	Networking Lasallian ministries

P	Individual prayer and discernment

P	Sleeps a total of 14

P	Meeting space up to 16

3.5 hours to NYC •  5 hours to Philly

MORE INFO & BOOKING

Brother John McMahon, FSC
(401) 932-0148 •  jemfsc@yahoo.com

Remember your relatives and friends 
(living and deceased) in a special way— through 
folders and cards from Saint La Salle Auxiliary.

These thoughtful expressions of your love, care, and concern can be 
given for all the important events of life. Those enrolled share in the 

spiritual benefits of the daily Masses, prayers, and good works of  
The Brothers of the Christian Schools. To see samples, order cards,  

or for more information, visit or call today.  

www.DLSAux.org •  (732) 842.4359

DONOR SOCIAL 
in Rhode Island

In early December, about 25 generous 
donors joined the Brothers at the Chris-
tian Brothers Center in Narragansett, 
Rhode Island, as a thank you for their 
participation in the capital campaign 
which constructed twelve bedroom 
suites, television lounge, and great room 
at the Center a few years ago. “An Eve-
ning with the Brothers” was catered by 
the boys participating in Ocean Tides 
School’s culinary program. Guests were 
invited to tour the new facilities follow-
ing short presentations by Br. Edmond 
Precourt, FSC and the Capital Cam-
paign Chair, Mr. Paul Choquette.

Br. Brendan Gerrity, FSC, joins benefactors 
Susan and Dennis DiPrete during the social.

The new donor recognition plaque.
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LA SALLE MANOR H SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO

The 10 Brothers who live here were joined by two Brothers home 
from their mission in Nigeria. It was especially nice since this is the 
first time they were able to be home for the holidays.

At the Christmas party, the Brothers were joined by the two 
priests and nine Sisters who also live at the manor. They sang lots 
of Christmas carols, shared treats, and finished the party with a 
large conga line danced to the tune of Feliz Navidad. The choir 
sang two Christmas pieces with the visiting 5th grade choir from 
De La Salle College “Oaklands,” and with some of the staff added 
for good measure, the residents sang two selections by themselves. 
Then it was the students’ turn to entertain with several selections.

All were fortunate to keep power during the ice and snow that 
blanketed Toronto. Everyone seemed to have been saved by the 
daily prayers, especially for the “Becoming Neighbors” apostolate. 
About 20 congregations have joined together to pray and assist 
refugees and immigrants to settle in their new country. While most 
are not physically able to help them, everyone prays for them and 
for the apostolic members who are able to meet them biweekly.

All are looking forward to the early months of 2014, when three 
of the residents will celebrate their 100th birthday: Sisters Agnes 
Sheehan and Viola Mossey, and Brother John Coates. We ask God 
to bless them on this momentous occasion!

DE LA SALLE HALL H LINCROFT, NJ

The community has followed the reports of Pope 
Francis and has been inspired by his spirit of generosity, 
open-heartedness, and fidelity to the Gospel message.  
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall see mercy. Blessed 
are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be satisfied. One need only have a basic ac-
quaintance with the conditions of our world and its fu-
ture, to know that these Gospel injunctions remain ever 
fresh.   It is gratifying to see that the work of education, 
for which most of us have spent our lives, is trumpeted 
on every hand as essential to mankind’s successful fu-
ture. True to our community project for the year, we 
continue to seek means to interest young people in this 
vital, indispensable and rewarding way of life.   

Joyful events filled the calendar over the last month of 
our year:  a party for all who live, work, and volunteer 
here, and a get together of the CBA, Provincialate, and 
De La Salle communities.  Both graced with sumptuous 
feasts! We all celebrated Christmas with seasonal senti-
ments and benefited from the generosity of the local St. 
Vincent de Paul society and many friends.  

LA SALLE HALL H AMMENDALE, MD
Ammendale is an assisted-living community that sees members 

come and go at all times of the year. The Christmas season is no 
exception; in fact, a third of the Brothers left on Christmas day to be 
home with their families. The remainder of the community enjoyed 
a delicious dinner orchestrated by Chef José under the direction of 
our sub-director, Brother Bill Winter. Prior to Christmas, the house 
began to take on a festive look as we filled every room with tasteful 
seasonal décor, including a large Nativity in the atrium.

We and several guests celebrated Christmas Eve with Mass by Fa-
ther Dan Ward, OSB, followed by a cheerful dinner. Between Christ-
mas and New Year’s, Brothers from other locations visited; we relaxed 
together with television, books, and Kindles. New Year’s Eve saw an 
afternoon Mass with Dan Ward, and another sumptuous meal pro-
vided by Br. Bill and José.

SPOTLIGHT ON: RETIREMENT LIFE

The Christmas conga line, led by Ms. Mary McCrorey, AFSC. Christmas social of all the Lincroft, NJ Brothers, before dinner.

Brothers during prayer in La Salle Hall’s chapel.
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We thank you for your gifts to the One La Salle Philippines Relief Fund.
Our ministries, Brothers’ Communities, fellow Lasallians, generous benefactors and our 

District came together to contribute $12,000 to help our fellow Lasallians in the Philippines 
recover from the recent natural 
disaster. The Office of De La 
Salle Philippines has organized 
relief efforts into two phases, 
Relief and Rehabilitation.

Thank you again for joining 
us to help children and families in the Philippines!

SPECIAL PHILIPPINES RELIEF EFFORT

For more, visit our new website
www.fscDENA.org

For more, visit our new website

“Allow me to express my sincerest gratitude to 
you and to our fellow Lasallians in DENA; the 
relief and rehabilitation projects De La Salle Phil-
ippines (DLSP) initiated would not be possible 
without your generosity.” 
— Mr. Keane Palatino
Director of the Lasallian Mission Office, De La Salle Philippines


