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Handout III 
 
 

 
 
 
Jesus enters Jerusalem astride a donkey in a symbolic parody of the Roman emperor’s 
triumphal entry, at almost the same real time, on a decked-out charger.  Jesus then 
enacts the symbolic gesture of disrupting the temple protocol.  By these two symbolic 
actions Jesus has proclaimed definitively to Roman authorities and to the religious 
leaders the opposition between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of this world.  He 
has sealed his death. 
 
Both of these symbolic acts are against the Jewish spiritual and the Roman imperial 
systems.  Pilate quickly agrees with the Jewish leaders.  This man is dangerous to the 
entire interconnected corrupt and oppressive religious and social cultures (cf.  John 
11:50).  If Jesus’ view of God’s Kingdom and if his actions on behalf of God’s Kingdom 
stand, the religious and civic society in Jerusalem and Rome will eventually fall. 
 
When Pilate asks Jesus if his kingdom is of this world, Jesus says it is not.  God’s 
Kingdom is not part of this world but Jesus has lived it into this world and it will 
transform this world.  God’s Kingdom leavens the world and all things will be gradually 
drawn into the risen Christ.  In his life and now inevitable death, Jesus has placed the 
leaven, and God’s yes to this reality is Jesus’ resurrection. 
 
God’s Kingdom is not of this world, because worldly kingdoms are brought about by 
worldly means.  Those means often become violent in various forms, whether in outright 
killing or in the refusal of mercy or in resistance to abandonment to God’s providence.  
Jesus’ last admonition to Peter to “put away the sword,” as well as Jesus’ words of mercy 
to the thief on the cross together with Jesus’ words of total self-emptying: “Into your 
hands I commend my spirit,” all clearly articulate that love without violence is Jesus’ 
way of bringing about God’s Kingdom.  (John 18:11; Luke 23:43; 46) 
 
The spirit of the Institute calls us to participate in transforming the world into God’s 
kingdom fully realized.  As Julian of Norwich has said, “all the way to heaven, is 
heaven,” and in the same sense, all the way to the Kingdom of God participates in that 
Kingdom.  We help in building God’s Kingdom by our spirit of faith and zeal, and never 
by using means not inspired by Love.  The “way” we act to build the Kingdom is as 
important as the “what” we actually do.  We may need to use challenge-love, as Jesus 
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did, but never unkindness, impatience or any form of violence.  In imitation of Jesus we 
are called to die to any violence in our heart, any revenge, any  resistance to God’s will.  
God looks with eyes of nonviolent love; the eyes of faith do likewise. 
 
The 2014 Rule repeats the Founder’s, statement of 1718 that “The spirit of our Institute 
is a spirit of faith which leads us to look upon everything with the eyes of faith, to do 
everything in view of God, and attribute all to God.”  In this way, our Founder 
recommended that we look at our relationships, our projects and schemes, everything, 
from the viewpoint of what matters to God.  God’s viewpoint is always forgiveness, love 
and mercy.  Our viewpoint, adjusted to God’s viewpoint , would not put top priority on 
our self-interest, or our status, or our self-image, or on what is to our advantage in any 
way.  But would make top priority justice, peace and love without violence. 
 
It is, of course, beyond us, to be able always to have God’s viewpoint and never lapse 
into self-centeredness and retaliation.  But even in our weaknesses faith calls us to be 
“patient and kind,” to ourselves, to others, and to everything, and in that way contribute 
to the building of God’s Kingdom. 
 
We cannot of ourselves bring about the Kingdom of God.  Even Jesus did not fully 
realize the Kingdom.  But we can, participating with the risen Christ and empowered by 
His Spirit, contribute in our own limited way.  We can become co-creators with Christ in 
establishing the Kingdom - which is, of course, exactly what our Founder had in mind. 
 
(a.) Since we really don’t often consciously reflect on how much we do for our 
advantage, we often only notice our self-centeredness when it is thwarted.  We begin a 
conversation, for example, and it is quickly hijacked, then we become aware that we 
began the conversation with a dose of self-interest.  If that has happened to you, reflect 
on how you handle such situations.  Could you handle them in a way that is more 
creative and faith-filled?  (The Founder recommends, somewhere in his writings, that 
if you begin a conversation and are interrupted, just give it up! – but give it up in a 
spirit of faith and not in any negative spirit of antagonism). 
 
(b.) To live in a spirit of faith seems to require that we don’t take things so personally, 
even things that seem to be harshly directed against us.  Does your experience bear 
that out?  Have you noticed Jesus’ capacity to be able not to take even thoughtless or 
violent acts, personally?  Reflect on some examples from the life of Jesus and connect 
them with areas of your own life in which you could respond with a touch of humor, 
more creatively and lovingly if you did not take things personally? 
 
(c.) We are going to be constantly thwarted in our desire to do really effective things 
on behalf of God’s Kingdom.  We may see our projects flourish at first but often, after a 
short time, they may diminish and even come to naught.  Our “down feelings” about 
not having achieved great and lasting things may tell us more about our expectations 
than about what God has really done through us.  Have you ever come to see in 
retrospect that a simple unconscious word or act you performed without even 
expecting notice has had an effect on someone?  Have you ever been told by someone 
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how important your words or acts were to them and you have no memory of the 
person or situation?  Can you accept such experiences as affirmations of the 
importance of your ministry and of God’s work in you and through you? 
 
(d.) Many times our acts of faith and charity go apparently unseen by others.  But 
have you noticed how you are secretly impressed by someone’s faith, patience , and 
kindness?  Can you image that others have similarly been touched by your faith and 
love?  Have you noticed the influence that an “off-hand” comment you heard by 
mistake has had on you and imagine that some of your good words have also borne 
fruit? 
 
(e.) The 2014 Rule states that “By the fraternal character of our community life, and 
our active and disinterested presence among those we serve, we bear witness to the 
possibility of true brotherhood among people and nations”.  What would it mean for 
you in your present situation to implement that statement, as part of your contribution 
to building God’s Kingdom? 
 

(f.) What would you respond to someone who contends that the world is not at all 
progressing toward the spirit of the beatitudes?  How would the spirit of faith address 
that objection?  Or, in other word words, how do you continue in your life and 
ministry in the face of the growth of what you experience in yourself and in the world 
that so opposes the Kingdom? 
 
(g.) Suppose a person makes an observation like this: “Education doesn’t seem to work 
much in building the Kingdom. I don’t know what does work, but I know many 
educated people – some educated in religious schools – who are among those at the 
forefront of corruption, greed, and all kinds of social and religious violence.  Education 
might be important to help people out of dire poverty into a better life, but can we say 
that education inspires love and compassion in the civic structure?”  How would you 
respond to this idea? 
 
 

 


