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services, these ministries offer a holistic approach to fix, unfetter, and 
empower the least, the last, and the lost among our youth. The results: 
our youth facing adversity in their homes and communities are given an 
opportunity to find their own paths of success.

Nineteen year old Felix Alberto was born into a dysfunctional family in 
North Philadelphia. His mother was a substance abuser and his father was 
not present in his life. The death of Alberto’s grandmother, the only stable 
adult to guide him, left him feeling abandoned and fearful at 9 years old.

“I rarely had anything to eat. It was a living hell,” Alberto reflected. 
“Our utilities were constantly cut off because my mother had squandered 
her income on her addiction. I felt so alone,” he said. “All I used to do 
was cry and wish to have a family to love and appreciate me.”

The lack of positive role models affected his education. “I thought I 
knew everything and I felt … there was no one or anything that could 
help me,” Alberto reflected. “I thought I had it all figured out and in 
reality I was living a lie.” Quitting one high school, expulsion from the 
second, and quitting the third found Alberto in a downward spiral that 

BEYOND THE 
TRADITIONAL 
CLASSROOM 
LASALLIAN YOUTH AND 
FAMILY SERVICES SAVE LIVES

Felix Alberto found a family at St. Gabriel’s Hall, 
most especially in Ms. Nicole Yezik.

Ministering to court adjudicated youth remains at the heart of our Lasallian 
mission for the Brothers and Partners-in-Mission of The District of Eastern 
North America. An association of Youth & Family ministries not only 
provide a human and Christian education, but do it in a way that meets 
the needs of each student. From non-traditional, residential, and alternative 
educational programs complemented with a range of other wraparound 
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This month started with a bang, the Solemnity of All Saints 
(Nov 1st) and the Feast of All Souls (Nov 2nd). This month 
reminds us of our call to blessedness, to partner with God 
in bringing about a more just and peaceful world, and of 
our indissoluble bond with those who have died in Christ. 
In life and in death, through our faith, we remain one - the 
communion of saints!

It’s a time when we remember the Saints, those whom the 
Church proclaims with a capital “S” and perhaps it’s a more 
heartfelt time when we remember the saints of our own 
lives, living and deceased… moms, dads, grandparents, 
brothers, sisters, children, teachers, and friends who inspire 
us to be better, to be a blessing for others. 

Each of us is a saint-in-progress, called to bring about the 
reign of God through our words, prayers, and actions. It’s 
tempting to think we live in a God-forsaken world, but we 
are not God-forsaken. We are much loved by God, and we are 
called to live and to share God’s love generously, sacrificially, 
and daily.  

Later this month, our current liturgical year ends on the 
feast of the Solemnity of Christ the King (Nov 20th) and a 
new one begins on the First Sunday of Advent (Nov 27th). 
Endings and beginnings… throughout our lives these  
moments can be painful or joyful and sometimes, a little of 
each. What remains unchanged, for people of faith, is God’s 
nearness to us.

In this month of November… let us pay a bit more  
attention to the movement of God’s Spirit in our lives and 
the presence of God’s saints, living and in God, in our 
midst. Let us live up to all they have shown us is possible 
and to all that God expects of us at each moment. 

See in these pages the lives of the saints, young and old, living 
and deceased, right here in our midst - the communion of 
saints made real through our educational communities.

Live Jesus in our hearts, 
our communion, and our communities!

Brother Dennis Malloy, FSC
Provincial/Visitor, DENA

A MESSAGE FROM BROTHER DENNIS MALLOY, FSC
Saints are not “supermen” who are “born perfect”, but rather are ordinary people who followed God “with all their heart”.  Pope Francis

S T.  J O H N  B A P T I S T
DE LA SALLE
FUND

At De La Salle Academy in New York City, 8th grader Fanta Diop has been immersed in 
a loving culture that provides her with so much more than a strong academic education. 
Thanks to the St. John Baptist de La Salle Fund, Fanta will graduate De La Salle, and head 
to high school with strong Lasallian values.

“De La Salle Academy, to me, is a home. I came to De La Salle in the sixth grade and I 
didn’t really understand what “De La Salle” was and how it would have an impact on me. 
In my previous school there were about 200 kids and I barely knew my teachers. I never 
felt comfortable enough to even share basic facts about myself with them. I didn’t connect 
with my teachers as I do here.

My experience here has taught me lessons that I will carry throughout my adult life. 
The Elements of Community instilled in me at De La Salle are rules that I will continue to 
live by: care, respect and support. De La Salle is a place where no one is overlooked, and 
everyone’s talents, abilities and blessings are celebrated. It is a place that values each and 
every individual’s feelings and thoughts, and inspires me to strive to be the best person I 
can for my community, family, myself, and others around me.” 

De La Salle Academy

THE ST. JOHN BAPTIST DE LA SALLE FUND seeks to ensure that a Christian Brothers’ education 
is available and accessible to those students most in need. Through an initial program of student sponsorship 
and a growing program of grants to identified schools, the Fund provides tuition assistance for students to 
attend a Lasallian school. With your support, we are now providing over $520,000 annually for our students 
in need. Others are welcome to join the Brothers and their Partners-in-Mission in this specially-dedicated 
scholarship fund which continues to grow each year.

FACE OF THE FUND: FANTA DIOP
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Saints are not “supermen” who are “born perfect”, but rather are ordinary people who followed God “with all their heart”.  Pope Francis

Man of prayer. Dedicated teacher. 
Respected genealogist. Faith-
ful confrere. Man on the go. 103 
years young. “The Dean” of the 
Institute. Brother Patrick Power, 
FSC, is much more than the sum 
of his parts.

In September of 1927, Brother 
Patrick and some friends decided to 
enter a brand-new Catholic school, 
Central Catholic High School in 
Pittsburgh PA. He remembers 
watching Bishop Boyle dedicate 
this magnificent structure, and 
recalls the pioneer Brothers living 
on the top floor of the school. His 
favorite teacher there was Brother 

Francis Azarias (King), FSC, who helped inspire him to join these 
black-robed teachers. 

Through the decades, Brother Pat served at many of our 
high schools, with thousands of students regarding him as their  
beloved teacher of Latin and Religion. Now residing at the Christian 
Brothers nursing care home, De La Salle Hall in Lincroft NJ, he 
maintains many of these contacts. According to Director, Brother 
Bud Knight, “Brother Pat is often on the phone, receives stacks of 
notes at the holidays, and it is not unheard of for him to have an 
octogenarian former student stop to visit.” 

The Energizer Bunny would benefit by watching Patrick as a 
senior. While in his 80’s he served as president of the Western PA 
Genealogical Society. In his late 80s, he was a hospital chaplain, 
and he began monthly prison ministry at age 89.

While known for his wit, Brother Pat is also keenly aware of 
God’s providence in his life. He has said, “As Peter discovered, the 
question is not so much, ‘Do you love me?’ but ‘Do you realize 
how much I love you?”

Now the oldest Brother, “The Dean” of the entire Brothers’  
Institute worldwide, Patrick shares his secret for his longevity: 
“Stay young at heart!” 

For a reflection from The Dean of the Institute, 
visit http://bit.ly/BrPatPower

BROTHER SPOTLIGHT
Patrick Power, FSC

catalyzed into frequent brushes with the law.
When a judge noticed there had been no family present during Alberto’s 

court appearances, she remanded him to St. Gabriel’s Hall, not for 
punishment, but to give him stability. That was May 2015.

St. Gabriel’s Hall, the residential program of St. Gabriel’s System, is 
a ministry of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and part of the Lasallian 
Association of Youth and Family Services (LAYFS). It was here that 
Alberto, who had never known supportive family, found it little by little 
in each of the St. Gabriel’s staff members, most especially in Ms. Nicole 
Yezik, his English teacher.

It was Yezik who recognized his obvious writing talent and encouraged 
him to use it.

“She has been a great mentor, teacher, and mother figure,” Felix revealed. 
“She believed in me since the first day. She is one of the main factors of my 
change of life.”

Felix did complete his GED while at Saint Gabriel’s. His scores were 
so good he was named Pennsylvania’s GED Student of the Year. His SAT 
scores were also outstanding—1140 out of 1600 in a state where the 
average score is 993. 

“I thought I was going to be a failure like the rest of my family, but 
the staff of St. Gabriel’s Hall changed all that for me. Many students view 
St. Gabe’s as punishment but it is a blessing. Anyone can accomplish great 
things if they utilize the program correctly.”

Now Felix Alberto is off to Kutztown University in Berks County PA, 
and considering a career in business management. Of course there will be 
challenges in this strange new world he is entering, but one suspects he will 
meet them head on, thanks to the preparation and support he received at 
St. Gabe’s.

If you would like to help students like Felix, designate you gift to The 
St. John Baptist de La Salle Fund on the enclosed Giving Envelope.

This article was adapted and used with permission from CatholicPhilly.com 
From the ‘Living Hell’ of Youth, A Young Man’s Future Looks Bright, written by 
Lou Baldwin with photos by Sarah Webb. To read the original, full article, visit  
bit.ly/FelixAlbertoStory.

Brother Pat Power, who recently 
received the honorary title of 
“Dean of the Institute” as the 
oldest of the 4,000 Christian 
Brothers worldwide.

• La Salle School for Boys 
 Albany NY
• Martin De Porres Schools 
 Queens and Long Island NY
• Ocean Tides School 
 Narragansett and Providence RI
• St Gabriel’s System 
 Greater Philadelphia PA
• Tides Family Services 
 Warwick and throughout state of RI.

LASALLIAN ASSOCIATION 
OF YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES

(continued from page 1)

Felix Alberto, lost, but 
now finding his own path 
because of a Lasallian 
Education.
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Br. Anthony Baird (L) 
Br. James Bednar (L) 
Br. Henry Betz (L) 
Br. Raymund Buck (L) 
Br. Thomas Caldwell (L) 
Br. Thomas Chadwick (B)
Br. Carl Clayton (B) 
Br. John Coates (T) 
Br. Richard Connors (N)
Br. Kenneth Cook (L) 
Br. Stephen Creagh (N) 
Br. Michael Dundin (L) 

Br. Thomas Dunn (N) 
Br. George Edwards (T) 
Br. Martin Fahey (B) 
Br. Walter Farrell (T) 
Br. Michael Fitzgibbon (L)
Br. Brendan Foley (N) 
Br. Brendan Garwood (B)
Br. Brendan Gerrity (N) 
Br. Casimir Gundlach (L) 
Br. Robert Hebert (N) 
Br. John Herron (L) 
Br. John Karl (B) 

Br. Michael Kelleher (L)
Br. William Kemmerer (L) 
Br. Joseph Lapp (B) 
Br. Leo Leary (B) 
Br. John Loehr (L)
Br. James Loxham (N)
Br. Francisco Martin (L) 
Br. Eugene Morgan (B) 
Br. Joseph Myers (B) 
Br. James Perry (L) 
Br. John Perry (L) 
Br. Patrick Power (L) 

Br. David Rogers (B) 
Br. John Vella (T) 
Br. Isadore Wasylenchuk (T) 
Br. Henry Werner (B) 
Br. Philip Whitman (B) 
Br. William Wilcox (T) 
Br. William Winter (B) 
Br. Paul Yuzuk (L) 
Br. Nicholas Zimrose (T)

(B) La Salle Hall - Beltsville MD   (L) De La Salle Hall - Lincroft NJ 
(N) Christian Brothers Center - Narragansett RI  (T) Loretto Abbey - Toronto ON

 
for your continued support of our Christian Brothers in their retirement at:

World Youth Day in Krakow Poland provided the opportunity to 
truly experience the vibrancy of youth in today’s Church while growing 
closer to members of the Lasallian family. While the massive number 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH AT WORLD YOUTH DAY 
PAUL CILLO IS A YOUNG ADULT IN OUR CONTACT PROGRAM, 
DISCERNING A VOCATION WITH THE CHRISTIAN BROTHERS.
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of people and overtaxed transportation system certainly forced me to 
stretch my patience, it also showed me how invested young people are 
in their Catholic faith. I especially enjoyed the various catechesis and 
opportunities to learn from Bishops from the United States and around 
the world. Pope Francis’ homilies and sermons were a constant call 
to remain active in the Church but more importantly in the world - a 
needed reminder.

During World Youth Day there was a global Lasallian gathering. We 
often hear about the global Lasallian mission, family, and the number 
of countries the Brothers are in, but seldom get the chance to experience 
it. The gathering allowed me to meet Lasallians from around the world: 
from as close as The United States and Canada and as far as Mexico, 
Pakistan, France, Ireland, and Italy, just to name a few. At the 
gathering we broke into small groups, discussing not only our personal 
connection to the Lasallian mission but also our vision for the future. It 
was an amazing opportunity to meet fellow Lasallians while expanding 
my own love for our mission. I believe everyone left the gathering 
energized, hopeful, and dedicated to what it means to be Lasallian.

Have you seen a www.bit.ly/ at the end of our articles? They are shortened, easy to 
remember internet links. Type them into your computer internet browser to access more 
information and photos on your favorite stories from each issue of Lasallian Visions!

(Left to Right) 
Contacts Chris 
Alexander, Ron 

Jovi Ramirez, 
David Munoz, 

Tim Robles, 
Oscar Castro, 
and Paul Cillo 
catch a photo 

with Br. Robert 
Schieler, 

FSC, Superior 
General of 

the Institute 
(center).

what is a Bit.LY?
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More than 100 students and moderators from eleven 
Lasallian ministries and a parish gathered for friendship, 
faith, and formation July 17th to 22nd at Niagara University, 
this year’s host for the Lasallian Youth Summer Assembly.

Guided by the Pope’s Jubilee Year of Mercy, Lasallian  
students engaged in community service in Buffalo,  
Lewiston, and Niagara Falls. Projects included home 
improvement for families in need, befriending seniors in 
assisted care, accompanying underprivileged children in 
day camp, and beautification of natural parklands for local 
schools and families.

Through student facilitated community and prayer, 
and a special workshop led by recent Christian Brothers 
Academy-Syracuse Peer Ministry graduates, Lasallians 
pondered presentations about vocation and God’s call in 
their lives. They also engaged in poignant conversations 
relating to the discourse happening in today’s world. Coming 
from different ethnic, religious, and societal backgrounds, 
students engaged in deep reflection, displaying a keen 
awareness of what is happening in the world around them, 
and how they want to be agents of mercy and change.

“People change people,” said Cheyenne Edwards of 
Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School in Brooklyn 
NY. “Taking back this experience with me, I hope to 
encourage my classmates to come together and bond in 
service to others.”

“Being Lasallian means coming from the heart, and 
being a backbone, a pillar in your community,” said Joe 
LaHood of St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute in Buffalo. 
“I believe our presence [this week] was impactful, and we 
can continue by bringing this service and prayer back to 
our own schools.”

for your continued support of our Christian Brothers in their retirement at:

LASALLIAN
YOUTH ASSEMBLY 2016

Br. Mark Brown, FSC, St. John’s College High’s Lasallian Youth 
Moderator fosters a conversation with students.
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More than 150 Christian Brothers converged on the city of brotherly love at La 
Salle University for a District-wide retreat. From July 10th-15th, the Brothers, in this 
designated “Time of Grace” reflected on the past of the Institute, the recent history 
of the District of Eastern North America (DENA), and the three districts that 
merged to form DENA five years ago. Rooted in prayer and the recent directives of 
the Brothers’ 45th General Chapter in Rome, the Brothers engaged in journaling 
and reflective exercises to share their vision for the future direction and endeavors 
of the District.

“Our retreat was a very inspiring and hopeful week,” said Br. Dennis Lee, FSC, 
Auxiliary Visitor for DENA. “As the world and our Institute continue to change, 
our Brothers are deeply encouraged and hopeful that, with our Partners-in-Mission, 
we can continue to provide education and salvation for children most in need.”

Concluding the uplifting week was a closing Mass in which five young Brothers 
professed promises and vows. Br. Steven Barbaro, FSC, currently a Postulant at 
Jeremey House, a Brothers’ community for formation, recited Annual Promises, 
committing himself to the District another year and continuing the process to 
become a Brother. Brothers Anthony Baginski and David Deradoorian professed 
Annual Vows continuing their faithfulness and dedication to the Institute for the 
next year. Finally, Brothers Kenneth Kalinowski and Anwar Martinez professed 
Perpetual Vows, becoming permanent members of the Institute of the Brothers 
of the Christian Schools.

“The vows help me to be in the right frame of mind and heart,” said Brother 
Anwar. “And to know in the most profound way and in the deepest fiber of my 
entire being that I have been utterly blessed by having the opportunity to participate 
in this important mission in a very unique way.”

For more photos and video of the Brothers’ Retreat, visit bit.ly/BrosRetreat2016

Brothers’ District-wide Retreat Energizes, 
New Brothers Profess Perpetual Vows

Visitor Br. Dennis Malloy, FSC, lights the candles for Brothers Anwar Martinez and Ken 
Kalinowski ahead of their vows.



CENTRAL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT

Strength of the Past 
a Foundation for the STEM Future
Science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) courses at Central 
Catholic High School in Pittsburgh have a new home in the Zupancic 
Family STEM Center. This is part of the school’s ongoing commitment 
to providing the best possible human and Christian education by 
ensuring a solid Catholic, liberal arts education, combined with courses 
that require specialized equipment, technology, and space configuration.

The new, $12 million, 30,000 square-foot facility, envisioned by 
former Principal, Br. Richard Grzeskiewicz, FSC, and begun by former  
President, Br. Patrick Duffy, FSC, along with former Principal,  
Br. Robert Schafer, FSC, was made possible by the generosity of  
Central Catholic alumni and friends. To provide space for Central’s  
expanding STEM curriculum, the building design is extremely flexible. 
Rooms that accommodate lectures and labs are easily reconfigured for other  
instructional needs. A spacious presentation room with a movable wall 

opens to create additional space for various activities. Other features in-
clude a robotics testing area, collaboratorium, and tech shop. The new cen-
ter also enables increased partnerships with nearby University of Pittsburgh,  
Carnegie Mellon, Carlow, Chatham, and Duquesne Universities.

 Current Principal, Br. Anthony Baginski, FSC, has worked closely 
with the teachers and architects to design and outfit the new building. 
He has also overseen curriculum development, the hiring of teachers with 

specific competencies, and implementation of 
12 new STEM electives, including Engineering  
Design, CNC Programming, Bio-engineering, 
Environmental Science, Data Analytics, and  
others. “The opening of the Zupancic Family STEM 
Center,” he noted, “enables Central Catholic to 
better serve our students by fully implement-
ing our STEM program. The Center will also 
be a resource to the community for additional 
after-school, weekend, and summer programs.  
Relocation of our science and engineering courses 
now provides much-needed space in our main 
building to expand and enhance our already 
strong humanities programs.”

 The magnificent new building was dedicated 
on September 11, 2016 by Bishop David 
Zubic of the Pittsburgh Diocese. This date is 
significant for the school because Bishop Hugh 
Boyle dedicated Central Catholic’s historic main 
building on the same day in 1927!

 

Curriculum development and the the hiring of teachers with 
specific competencies were essential to implementation of 12 
new STEM electives.

Bishop David Zubic blesses the new STEM Center 
as the Zupancic family and Brother Anthony 
Baginski look on.
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With an expanded and energetic event 
committee led by Chairpersons Bob 
and Dawn Dillon, Christian Brothers  
Center in Narragansett RI hosted 
one of its most exciting and successful  
Annual Galas in years. On August 20th,  
the casually-elegant evening began  with a 
cocktail hour in the courtyard followed 
by dinner in the dining room. The festivities 
continued with desserts and cordials in 
the Great Room while guests participated 
in the live auction and received the  
announcement of the grand raffle winners 
to end the evening.

The capacity crowd of 164 was treated 
to tempting hors d’oeuvres, a delicious 
meal and delightful desserts prepared 
and served by the staff and students 
from the Culinary Arts program from 
our adjacent Ocean Tides School. The 
experience of the guests was further 
enhanced by beautiful decorations, a 
strolling violinist, a professional auctioneer, 
and the well-known hospitality of the 
Brothers. 

The 2016 Gala, auctions and raffle 
combined, to raise more than $100,000 
to help support the retired Brothers who 
call Christian Brothers Center home. We 
sincerely thank all those who participated, 
attended, or donated auction items.
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CBC GALA 
SUPPORTS 
RETIRED 
BROTHERS 

As is tradition at St. 
Joseph’s Collegiate Institute 
in Buffalo NY, the school 
year begins with the Mass 
of the Holy Spirit. This 
year, as part of the school 
wide Mass, a new statue 
of St. John Baptist de 
La Salle, founder of the 
Institute of the Brothers of 
the Christian Schools was 
unveiled. Bishop Richard J. 
Malone who presided over 
the Mass, also blessed the 
likeness of the Founder, 
accompanied by school 
president, Mr. Robert Scott, 
AFSC.

James Joseph Hogan was born in New York City in 1917. He entered 
Barrytown Juniorate in 1931 and received his religious habit and name, 
Brother Aelrod James, in 1934. Among other teaching assignments, 
he is remembered by many as their beloved science and math teacher 
during his 20 years back at Barrytown. From 1970 to 2001 he mainly 
held positions in finance and accounting throughout the District. 

At the early age of 10 he played piano at Carnegie Hall and won a 
scholarship to Bronx School of Music. His musical acumen continued 

as an accomplished organist at his various ministry assignments over the years and even into 
retirement. Brother Ed Phelan, FSC, Auxiliary Visitor, also remembered his humble attitude, 
his kind and happy manner, and his keen sense of humor, noting that, “he was always the first 
and the loudest to laugh at his own jokes.”

REMEMBERING THE BROTHERS WE HAVE LOST
Full obituaries and eulogies available online at www.fscdena.org

TRANSITIONS
BR. JAMES HOGAN, FSC

1917-2016
Terry Allen (La Salle Academy '74), 
Meghan Dillon (La Salle Academy '06), 
and Maryann Allen.

Br. Vincent Pelletier and Eric 
and Amie Cimino.



Dear Friends,

I know that the Christian Brothers hold a place in your hearts. I am also a realist, and 
I do not kid myself that you wake up each morning thinking thoughts like, “I wonder if 
I will get something from the Brothers in the mail today” or, “Gee, I can’t wait until the 
next time I have the opportunity to make a gift to the Brothers?” (If you do, please let 
me know. I should probably get to know you better.)

That is why I am proud that we are able to send you this quarterly newsletter to  
update you a bit on what is happening in our world. We are happy to stay in touch, and 
to help you to know how much you are truly a part of this great and wonderful Lasallian 
mission. Thank You!

I cannot end this note without personally mentioning Brother Pat Power right here 
in Lincroft NJ, a delightful young man of 103 years who, as the eldest of the 4,000 
Christian Brothers throughout the world, now holds the honorary position of “Dean 
of the Institute.” 

Please keep us in your prayers. You are always in ours.

Sincerely,

Patrick J. Donahue
Director of Development

District Office
444-A Hwy 35 South
Eatontown NJ 07724

DEVELOPMENT TEAM
THE DISTRICT OF 

EASTERN NORTH AMERICA BR. WILLIAM  
MARTIN, FSC

Lincroft NJ

BR. EDMOND  
PRECOURT, FSC
Narragansett RI

MR. PATRICK 
DONAHUE

District Director
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Honoring our Past. serving today. 
Building tomorrow

Establish your enduring legacy in support of our  
Lasallian mission. We invite you to join us as we  

continue to serve children, families, and our Brothers 
here in the United States and around the world.

Please remember the Brothers in  
your will or other estate plans.

For more information or membership please contact:
Patrick Donahue, Director of Development, DENA 

(732) 380-7926 x121 • donahue@fscdena.org

Lasallian Legacy 
SOCIETY

Window from former Brothers’ novitiate, Barrytown NY


