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Housing on Turtle Island
Palmistes

Île de la Tortue, Haiti

Turtle Island (Île de la Tortue) is a small island off the northwestern coast 
of Haiti. It is an extremely poor part of the country and home to around 
40,000 people, of which many are young, single mothers with children 
who struggle daily to survive. Appreciating the living conditions of these 
families, the Brothers felt a moral obligation to actively ensure these 
women and their children received improved standards of living. The 
original shacks of the families were fragile and unstable, often constructed 
of sheet metal, cardboard and palms. Their situation is further complicated 
by the weather: Haiti is frequently hit by hurricanes that destroy these 
makeshift houses, placing the families in peril.  Through this program, new 
hurricane-resistant housing is being built for the island’s poor families.

God, you show us in Mary, our Mother,
the most perfect model of a tireless protector of children. 

We pray for all the mothers who struggle for the survival of their 
children under conditions of extreme poverty and natural disasters. 

God, you are our refuge. 

In you we find hope for a better world and a better life.
We pray with those who live in places lacking essential services, 

drinking water, food,  health systems, or electricity.

In a special way, we pray for Haitian women, many of whom face 
these situations daily while striving to provide their families with 

better living conditions. 

You, who teach us to love without measure or condition, give this 
ministry and the people who benefit from it, a generous heart.

 Help us, Lord, to be in solidarity with mothers who want the best for 
their children.
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To date, 27 cement-built houses have already been 
constructed. There are over 100 mothers with children who are 

still on the waiting list for new homes.
    




