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Escuela José 
María Bogarín 

Santísima Trinidad 
(bañado norte) – Barrio Fátima

Asunción, Paraguay

This school is situated at the edge of a landfill, an area where dozens of 
families and many children live, near the Paraguay river that periodically 
overflows, flooding the area. Such deluges worsen the already depauperate 
conditions of the community. The school hosts children who live in 
vulnerable socio-economic conditions and who are exposed daily to 
violence and abuse. In addition to adolescents and youth, adults in the area 
commonly abuse drugs and are alcohol dependent. The local crime rate is 
very high. The school not only offers high quality primary and secondary 
education, but is also attentive to the necessities of local families. As such, 
the school offers counseling services for youth and their parents as well 
as a cafeteria service that guarantees, after children have eaten lunch at 
school, that children carry home a nutritional meal in the evening for the 

entire family.

                             

 El Shaddai, Lord of Heights, God of Depths,
You are a compassionate father who gathers all our tears;

You are a tender mother that welcomes us in the palm of your 
hand;

You are our brother who shares our tired steps;
You are the fire that lights in us a burning zeal;

You are the spirit that everyone breathes;
You are broken bread to give a new life;

You are scattered wine which satiates the thirsty;
You are a presence which accompanies the lonely;

You are the merciful who forgives the downtrodden;
You are a hope that which renews our inner clouds;
You are a child who opens the way to the kingdom;

You are a migrant who travels with us on our journey;
You are the breeze which renews our Lasallian commitment.

Help us start each day with passion and excitement.
Help us to be better students, teachers, mothers,

fathers, brothers, and sisters.
Enable us to be a caring, helpful presence

for others in the world and to show others through our actions
that you are living in our hearts . . . forever.
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The José María Bogarín school became a part of the Global 
Network of Schools for the “Scholas Occurrentes,” meeting, 
inspired by Pope Francis. Every day it receives 620 children

from 6 to 18 years of age.




