
              

ANTIPHON: Joseph grew strong in faith, giving glory to God. 
 

L: Blessed are you, Holy One. 
         From the dawn of creation, 
     you offered a covenant of love to sinful humanity. 

R: With Abraham and Sarah, all earth rejoices 
         that you have given us the fullness of salvation 
        in Jesus, our Messiah, the Word of Life. 

L: Born into poverty, 
         Jesus was tenderly embraced in justice and love 
         by Mary and Joseph. 

R: Today, we celebrate the memory of that man, 
         whose dedication to your Word 
        inspires our labor to build your reign. 
                    All: All praise and honor be yours. Amen! 
 

ANTIPHON: Joseph grew strong in faith, giving glory to God. 
 
 
READING:   From the homily given by Pope Francis on his Installation as Bishop of Rome in 2013 

 
In the Gospels, St. Joseph appears as a strong and courageous man, a working man, yet in his heart we see 
great tenderness, which is not the virtue of the weak, but rather a sign of strength of spirit and a capacity for 
concern, for compassion, for genuine openness to others, for love. 
 
We must not be afraid of goodness, of tenderness. Exercising the role of protector as St. Joseph did means 
doing so discreetly, humbly and silently, but with an unfailing presence and utter fidelity, even when he finds it 
hard to understand. 
 
The Gospels present St. Joseph as a husband to Mary, at her side in good times and bad, and as a father who 
watched over Jesus, worried about him and taught him a trade. St. Joseph responded to his called to be a 
protector by being constantly attentive to God, open to the signs of God’s presence and receptive to God’s 
plans, and not simply his own. 
 
Fidelity to God’s word and God’s plan for individuals and for all of creation makes the difference, and everyone 
must be sensitive and loving toward those in their care, especially toward children, the aged, the poor and the 
sick. In the end, everything has been entrusted to our protection, and all of us are responsible for it. Be 
protectors of God’s gifts. 

Joseph grew strong  

in faith 
 



 
SONG: John Trones’s “Joseph’s Song” 

 
 

INTERCESSIONS: 
 
 

Response:   KEEP US FAITHFUL TO YOU, O GOD! 
 

❖ For the Institute, that, like St. Joseph, we may be faithful to the service of the Word. 
❖ For all nations, that the search for peace may lead us to deeds of justice. 
❖ For our communities throughout all of DENA, that in our various ministries the silent presence 

of the Word of life may be made manifest. 
❖ For those brothers whose lives are scarred by emptiness or addiction, confusion or doubt, that 

the Spirit may lead them to true peace. 
❖ For those who are most in need of our prayers (mention the names of these persons). 
❖ For those intentions, deep within our hearts. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
CLOSING PRAYER: 
 
God, creator of the universe,  
you speak to us continually through the marvels of your creation  
and through the secret movements of our own hearts.  
 
With St. Joseph as our example and guide,  
help us to listen more attentively                                                                    
to your Holy Spirit speaking within,  
both in our waking and in our sleeping,  
and give us the strength to believe and respond to your love.  
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

 


