


The story of the Lasallian mission in Quebec begins in 1837, the same 
year political unrest shook Lower Canada and social structures were 
strained by cultural, economic, and linguistic tensions. Into this complex 
world stepped four Brothers of the Christian Schools.  Brother Aidant and 
his companions arrived in Montréal at the invitation and support of the 
Sulpicians. Their arrival marked not only the first Lasallian foundation 
in Quebec, but the first permanent establishment of the Institute in all of 
North America. In a way that foreshadowed the Institute’s ongoing vocation 
to “read the signs of the times,” the Brothers rooted themselves where the 
Church most needed educators who could bring stability, structure, and 
Christian humanism to the lives of young people.

They arrived at a moment of considerable upheaval. The year 1837 was 
marked in Lower Canada by the Patriote Rebellions, a period of political 
unrest fueled by frustration with colonial governance, cultural tensions 
between French-Canadian majorities and British elites, and London’s 
refusal to grant democratic reforms. Confrontations between the Patriotes 
and British forces at Saint-Denis, Saint-Charles, and Saint-Eustache shook 
the colony and exposed deep anxieties about identity, language, and the 
future of French Catholic society. Into this landscape that was unsettled, 
searching, and yearning for stability the Brothers brought a mission rooted 
in accessible education, moral formation, and community, offering young 
people exactly the kind of structure and hope the times demanded.
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From the beginning, the Lasallian presence in Quebec was shaped by two 
interwoven commitments: direct service of young people through schools, 
and the creation of educational infrastructure: books, pedagogical methods, 
educational communities, and formation environments; structures that 
would help shape an entire society. Early parish schools in Montréal quickly 
expanded into a network of academies and educational works. By the 
mid-19th century, the Brothers had founded schools in Montréal, Québec 
City, Trois-Rivières, Lachine, Ottawa, and throughout the St. Lawrence 
corridor. Their role extended far beyond teaching. They became leaders 
in school publishing, producing textbooks, catechisms, and pedagogical 
tools that served generations of French-Canadian students. Works such as 
Histoire du Canada, written by the Frères des Écoles Chrétiennes, reveal 
how deeply the Brothers influenced the intellectual identity of Catholic 
French Canada.

The early 20th century is often remembered as a kind of Lasallian golden 
age in Quebec. The Brothers were a major force in education, running 
large classical colleges, parish schools, technical programs, and specialized 
academies. Formation houses flourished. The two Mont-de-la-Salle 
centers in Montréal and, later, in Laval served as crucibles for the spiritual, 
intellectual, and pedagogical formation of the Brothers. The Laval complex, 
built between 1914 and 1917, became one of the first major reinforced-
concrete structures in Canada, a reminder that the Brothers were not 
only educators but institution builders who shaped the very landscape of 
Quebec’s urban and suburban life.
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No figure symbolizes this era more than Brother Marie-Victorin (Conrad 
Kirouac, 1885–1944). A gifted educator and visionary naturalist, he 
authored the monumental Flore laurentienne and was instrumental in 
the establishment of the Jardin botanique de Montréal. His life represents 
the synthesis at the heart of Lasallian spirituality in Quebec: rigorous 
scholarship, deep faith, and a passionate concern for the human and 
natural environment. He remains a cultural icon of Quebec, a sign that 
the Lasallian charism does not remain confined to classrooms but shapes 
the broader intellectual and civic world.

Yet the mid-20th century also introduced dramatic change. The Quiet 
Revolution of the 1960s, and the creation of a provincial Ministry of 
Education in 1964, transformed Quebec’s educational landscape. Schools 
once animated by religious congregations were integrated into a new, 
secular, state-run system. At the same time, the aggiornamento of Vatican 
II reshaped religious life worldwide. In Quebec, as elsewhere, the Brothers 
experienced a sharp decline in vocations. Large formation houses closed; 
schools changed identity; the Brothers found themselves looking for new 
ways to express their charism in a rapidly secularizing society.

But the Lasallian spirit did not disappear. Instead, it adapted—creatively, 
courageously, and with a renewed focus on young people on the margins. 
The Brothers shifted from running large institutional schools to founding 
youth centers, camps, spiritual formation houses, and social-pastoral 
ministries, all rooted in the enduring vision of Saint John Baptist de La 
Salle: education that promotes human dignity, community, and hope.
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Among these new expressions, the Villa des Jeunes in Saint-Augustin-de-
Desmaures, founded in 1971, stands out as a beacon. Serving between 8,000 
and 10,000 young people each year, the Villa offers retreats, leadership 
development, and holistic formation experiences that reflect the best of the 
Lasallian tradition. Likewise, Camp La Salle, the Centre Notre-Dame-de-
la-Rouge, and especially the Centre Lasallien in Montréal’s Saint-Michel 
neighborhood have become vital ministries. The Centre Lasallien alone 
serves over 5,000 young people annually and welcomes approximately 
8,000 community members each month. These works provide academic 
support, arts and STEM programs, food security initiatives, and family 
services that embody the preferential option for the poor that defines 
Lasallian identity today.

The Brothers’ organizational evolution mirrored this shift. In 1992, the 
District of Francophone Canada was formally established, uniting Brothers 
from Quebec and Ottawa. By the early 2000s, the District counted nearly 
200 Brothers. It simultaneously built new structures such as the Fonds de 
la Mission to sustain and animate Lasallian ministries in an era when lay 
partners increasingly carried the mission forward.

The District has also cultivated its own self-understanding and historical 
consciousness. The documentary Terre des Frères, commissioned by 
Brother Visitor Florent Gaudreault and the District Council, offers a 
five-part narrative of the Brothers’ journey through Quebec’s cultural 
transformations: from early heroism to institutional flourishing, through 
crisis, and into a new epoch of shared mission and creative fidelity. It stands 
as a testament to a District that knows its roots, honors its pioneers, and 
continues to discern its future.
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Now, in 2025, this long and rich history enters a new chapter. On January 
6, the Feast of the Epiphany, the District of Francophone Canada will 
officially become the Quebec Sector of the District of Eastern North 
America (DENA). The symbolism is striking: Epiphany, the feast of 
revelation, of light guiding seekers across great distances, of homage paid 
to the Christ-child who draws all peoples together. It is a fitting day to 
mark a new unity within our District, a deepened communion between 
Brothers and partners across vast cultures, languages, and geographies, 
and a reaffirmation that the Lasallian mission in Quebec is not ending but 
being reborn within a wider horizon.

From 1837 to today, the Brothers of the Christian Schools in Quebec 
have lived a story of courage, creativity, adaptation, and hope. They 
educated generations of French-Canadian youth, shaped the intellectual 
fabric of Catholic Quebec, weathered cultural upheaval with fidelity, and 
reimagined their mission for a new era. As the Quebec Sector of DENA 
begins, it inherits not only a legacy of schools and ministries, but a spiritual 
tradition rooted in the enduring conviction of Saint John Baptist de La 
Salle: that God’s work in the lives of the young is a sacred encounter, a 
continual epiphany of grace.

And that mission, which is full of light, resilience, and promise continues.
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